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It was a gloriously sunny 4th July for our annual Dart Art Day which was a huge success due to our 
stall holders, volunteers and loyal local supporters. We raised a total of £3,217 for the charity 
dear to our hearts, Children’s Hospice South West, which provides essen�al specialist care and 
support to families with life-limited children throughout the South West.  This amount included a 
dona�on of £500 from BRNC Chari�es Commi�ee, £170 from the 20 Mari�me Regiment RCT 
Veterans Associa�on, along with a number of personal dona�ons.
It was a great example of the Dartmouth community at its best with help from the Officer Cadets 
of BRNC, local musicians Viki Philp, Al Bovey and The Dancing Beggars. As usual homemade 
refreshments, tombola stalls and the raffle of a handmade quilt by Denise Gallagher of 
Chillington, were all gi�ed by volunteers and supporters.
Our next events are in Royal Avenue Gardens suppor�ng River Dart Rotary on Saturday 8th August 
and Dartmouth Rotary on 13th August. More coming together!





St Michael’s Church
Firstly thank you to everyone who supported our cream tea in Roger Sinno�’s beau�ful garden.
 It was a very happy occasion, mee�ng with friends and enjoying homemade scones and jam.

I am wri�ng this during the third ‘heatwave’ of the summer. I have just returned from a very 
refreshing walk in Sandquay Woods near Dartmouth. It was much cooler inside the wood. This is 
partly due to the trees cas�ng shade and preven�ng the sun’s rays from hea�ng the ground, but 
mostly it is due to the evapora�on of water from their leaves. The process of transpira�on means 
that the trees use the heat of the sun to evaporate water from their leaves. This pulls water up 
the stem from the roots. The whole process means that trees make the area around them cooler. 
The internet tells me trees can cool towns by up to 120C and the countryside by around half that. 
Of course this relies on the trees being able to access sufficient water from deep underground.
 In some deserts it is possible to track the paths of underground rivers by lines of trees in 
otherwise barren landscapes.
This reminds me of the start of Psalm one. 
Blessed is the man ... whose ... delight is the law of the Lord. He is like a tree planted by streams of 
water, which yields its fruit in due season and whose leaf does not wither. 
(Verses 1-3 abridged)
That tree is not only healthy, it is also a source of benefit to the people and environment around 
it. It shares its shade and fruit to any who come near. In the Bible one image of the Holy Spirit is 
water which flows from Jesus through his people and out into a thirsty world. 
We too can reach out to God, allow Him to refresh and restore us, and then, maybe, we will 
choose to work with Him to refresh the world around us.

Jeff Hacon
Dates for your diary. 
Saturday September 26th Open Church decorated for Harvest Fes�val, with coffee, cake, cards, 
books, plants and produce. Dona�ons welcome.
Sunday September 27th Harvest Fes�val at St Michael’s (with Strete Chapel) 11am

The Church is open for reflec�on and private prayer every day. 
Everyone is very welcome to join us on Sundays at 11am.

A cream tea was held at Winter Co�age.
Tables and chairs set out in Roger’s lovely garden with sea 
views of the Bay. It was good to have many of them posi�oned 
in the Shade of trees.
Visitors began to arrive, some on holiday in the village 
and a family from Switzerland and of course local residents.
Jam and cream scones and cups of tea were served and 
enjoyed.
Strete voices sang a few songs to entertain the people who 
a�ended. It was a very pleasant a�ernoon, making all the work 
that went in to organising the event worthwhile.
Joan Kendall



STRETE VILLAGE HALL
MONDAY MORNING COFFEE, TEA and CHATTER

A reminder that we meet most Mondays 10.00 – 12.00.
On Monday 13th we welcomed some of the residents of 

Hyne Town House who joined in the general conversa�on.
Everyone welcome – come and join us.  It’s only £1.00

--------------------------------------------------------
THURSDAY CRAFT AFTERNOON 2.00 – 4.00

Currently items are being made for Prem Babies and the next post 
box topper (made by the Cra� Group) will be on display for Poppy 

Day.  Everyone welcome.
Only £1.00 towards tea, coffee and biscuits.

------------------------------------------------------
NEXT BIG EVENT!

A VINTAGE TEA and FILM PARTY
In: THE HALL

On: SATURDAY, 22nd AUGUST
At: 3.00pm

(Doors open at 2.30pm)
Tickets: £7.50

On sale at the Village Shop and Post Office
Two local films will be shown, one of which is the ‘renowned’

BABES IN RUBBER
During tea there will be ‘vintage’ songs from Strete Voices

Booking Clerk: 
Penny Penhale 07976 176748

1 Hynetown Rd, Strete, TQ6 0RT 
email:Hello@stretehall.co.uk









Rowing, Sailing, Sport and family fun
The Port of Dartmouth Royal Rega�a is a spectacular celebra�on of mari�me heritage and 

community spirit. Held annually on the stunning River Dart in Devon, UK, it combines thrilling 
sailing and rowing races with sports, live music, family entertainment, and other vibrant 

shoreside fes�vi�es. Visitors enjoy a unique blend of sport, tradi�on, and celebra�on, crowned by 
breathtaking evening fireworks and a great Devonian welcome.





Welcome to our community
pub on the South Devon coast.

NEWS FROM THE KINGS ARMS
High summer in Strete, and if the pub has been a li�le 
quieter than we'd like on the sunny weekends, we can 
hardly blame you, the beach is right there and the 
weather has been glorious.  Do remember though that 
we have a fabulous garden from which to enjoy cold 
beers and chilled wine - the perfect stop off!

But the World Cup gave us some nights to remember. England's run had the place packed, and 
there were deep groans, three lions roars, and a good deal of what we'll generously call singing. 
What a ride it was we shared together. That's the point of having a pub in the village!
Now, a change to report, because honesty ma�ers and you've heard most of it already anyway.
Our chef Charlie Plumb has le� the Kings Arms. It happened quickly and it wasn't the outcome 
any of us wanted. The kitchen is therefore temporarily closed while we work out what our food 
offering looks like next. We are ac�vely recrui�ng, and we've also been rethinking the shape of it: 
rather than depending on one chef carrying six days a week, we could perhaps build a small 
kitchen team of part-�mers who can cover for each other, flex with the quiet and busy services, 
and give us a hand at events. It's more resilient, and frankly it's a be�er job for everyone in it.
So if you know someone who would enjoy cooking or kitchen work more generally, full-�me, part-
�me, seasonal, occasional, weekends only, please point them our way. In our experience the best 
people come through personal recommenda�on rather than a job advert. A word from you is 
worth a great deal.  Let’s see what we can conjure.
The bar is open with new hours
To be clear, because village news has a way of growing in the telling, the pub itself is very much 
open.  Our new bar schedule is:
 Monday — closed

Tuesday to Saturday — open 12 noon to 10pm
Sunday — open 12 noon to 6pm

Please do keep coming in. The summer trade is what carries us through the winter, and every 
drink genuinely counts.  And there is s�ll food on Wednesdays: our friends at Ar�san Pizzeria 
returned on 15th July and are back every Wednesday evening.
Six years old!
The Kings Arms turns six as a community pub this year, and we're marking it properly on Saturday 
16th August: a barbecue in the garden, live music from Dartmouth covers band Shore Thing, and 
dancing outside if the weather behaves. If it doesn't, we'll dance inside.
Be�er s�ll, our own Serin is doing the barbecue. Anyone who was at the Easter feast he cooked 
for us will need no further persuasion. Everyone welcome.  Bring friends, bring family, bring 
anyone who has ever said they really must visit one of these days.
You’re invited to a mee�ng
We're holding a mee�ng imminently (possibly 3rd August?) for anyone who cares about the pub - 
date to be confirmed so look out for flyers and posters. The Commi�ee will set out where we are, 
financially and prac�cally, and what we think needs to happen next. The pub is s�ll here, s�ll 
trading, s�ll at the centre of village life, but current arrangements are not sustainable - change is 
needed.  Come along to the mee�ng.



And the ask that never changes
The KArd subscrip�on scheme remains the single most useful thing households can do for the 
pub. £20+ a month, 10% off all your food and drink, and a reliable base of income that lets us 
plan rather than react. If you already subscribe, thank you - it ma�ers more than you probably 
realise. If you don't, please consider it. And if you've recently moved to the village, this is a lovely 
low-effort way to become part of the place.  [Please note we've just changed banks, so if you're 
se�ng up a new standing order, please email secretary@kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk
Six years ago this village invested in its pub because it refused to lose it. That was the right call - it 
just needs a few more shoulders under it now.
See you at the pub.  Lisa Lyne — Kings Arms volunteer.











Get growing 
This August with Gardentime

August is one of the most rewarding months in the 
garden. Borders are alive with rich summer colour, 
from the fiery oranges of crocosmias and cannas 

to the vibrant blooms of dahlias, while vegetable patches are overflowing 
with home-grown produce. After months of hard work, it's the perfect time to 
slow down, enjoy your garden, and make the most of everything the season 
has to offer.

There's still plenty to keep gardeners busy, though. Regular deadheading of 
dahlias, petunias, daylilies and repeat-flowering roses will encourage even 
more blooms well into autumn. Lavender can be given a light trim once 
flowering has finished, while rambling roses and wisteria also benefit from 
their summer prune. Keep watering camellias and rhododendrons during dry 
spells, as they're already forming next year's flower buds.

In the kitchen garden, August is harvest time. Maincrop potatoes, tomatoes, 
courgettes, beans, onions, garlic and beetroot should all be ready to enjoy, 
alongside the first apples, plums and peaches. Continue feeding tomatoes, 
peppers and other container-grown crops with a high-potash fertiliser to 
maximise fruit production, and don't forget to protect ripening fruit from 
hungry birds with netting.

It's also a great month to think ahead. Peg down strawberry runners to create 
new plants for next year, sow autumn salads such as rocket and lamb's lettuce 
for a later harvest, and if you're planning to lay a new lawn or sow grass seed 
in autumn, now is the ideal time to start preparing the ground.

Although summer is still in full swing, it's never too early to start planning for 
spring. Over the coming weeks, our new season of spring-flowering bulbs will 
be arriving at Gardentime, offering a fantastic selection of tulips, daffodils, 
crocuses, alliums and much more. Whether you're refreshing your borders, 
filling containers or creating a spectacular spring display, now is the perfect 
time to start planning.

Whatever your garden needs this August, you'll find plenty of inspiration, 
expert advice and quality plants at Gardentime. And while you're here, why 
not relax with a coffee or lunch in our Glasshouse Café and enjoy a peaceful 
break surrounded by beautiful summer displays? 
We look forward to welcoming you soon.











Steven Mcloughlin 

Simeon Stafford
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Philip EllioƩ   
Company Director  

01803 770787   07974 382158   

philip@ellioƩ-construcƟon.co.uk   

www.ellioƩ-construcƟon.co.uk   

Sunnyhurst  Baileys Meadow  Stoke Fleming TQ6 0QD 

Building company established 1980 in Stoke Fleming.   

Projects have included:     
Stoke Fleming Village Hall.   
Houses at Deer Combe, houses by the Green Dragon,   
Frenchman’s Creek.  

ELLIOTT ConstrucƟon  01803 770787   
AƩenƟon to detail and quality.  
TradiƟonal skills without living in the past.   

BeauƟful garden design  

in South Devon.  

Experienced Qualified  
Trained Local Garden  
Designer.    
Dartmouth Born and Bred   

- familiar with plant tolerances 

for climate and condiƟon.  

Qualified garden and planƟng  

designer experienced in wide  

variety of styles.   

RHS trained in advanced  

horƟculture.   

Complete Garden Design 
offered or individual  
borders or areas. 

shoreline 
planting design 

Julie EllioƩ  
01803 770787  

m 07989 564082  

julie_ellioƩ@hotmail.com 

From This 

To This 

BeauƟful Garden    

Design in   

South Devon 



































26st May: Congratula�ons and celebra�ons were the theme for our a�ernoon mee�ng with two 
of our members having had a 90th Birthday in May.
Unfortunately, Dorothy was quite poorly and unable to a�end but had sent a lovely chocolate 
sponge for us all to enjoy with the special tea that had been put on.
Heather our other 90-year-old, wearing her sash saying '90 and s�ll fabulous' was with us. At her 
family birthday celebra�ons held on the actual day in a break between the main course and 
pudding the family had put together a quiz HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW GRANNY and GG. (Great 
Granny).
All about Heather, her likes dislike and where she had visited. She read this out to us and we all 
asked her for the answers. She was ashamed to say that she had come fourth in  the quiz which 
was won by her grandson.

Wine and non-alcoholic drink was flowing while the table festooned with balloons bearing 90 
bore the a�ernoon buffet tea.  Maura and Maureen kept our glasses topped up and other helper 
were on hand to assist. A delicious spread of food was then consumed followed of course by our 
usual cups of tea.  Karen had supplied a birthday cake which Heather cut, this was distributed 
with quite a number taking their share home. (Like we did in our childhood days from friend's 
birthday par�es.) Of course, we all sang Happy Birthday to her.
Joan gave a vote of thanks to Karen for organising such a lovely celebratory a�ernoon. 
Derek did the draw. A really special a�ernoon ended and we all wound our way home.



9th June: On reaching Dartmouth the Heavens opened but fortunately for our planned trip up the 
Dart it kept dry.
It was “All Aboard” and with members and four guests including husbands choosing their seats on 
the ‘Cardiff Castle’, some ventured outside but the majority chose to stay inside.
The boat was packed as on board were people taking the park & ride trip. However, on �me we 
set sail up the river Dart towards Totnes. A pleasant journey with just one place a gusty wind 
came up.  This soon went and we all enjoyed the beau�ful scenery and the commentary from one 
of the crew.  Being locals, we knew that all was not as we had always been told.
It was the first �me we had seen the new boats that the Naval college have on the river and the 
commentator told us some facts about them and how the Cadets used them.
On reaching Totnes most of the passenger disembarked leaving us and a few who got on to return 
to Dartmouth on a much emp�er boat.
Whilst Maureen got the two 90th birthday girls off the boat with the excuse of a photo Karen 
quickly spread a white table cloth and put out a selec�on of cakes including a sponge bearing 
a 90th candle.
Birthday girls back on board the party began with Dorothy blowing out the candle (Heather had 
done this at our mee�ng unfortunately Dorothy was ill and could not a�end) all singing a Happy 
Birthday to them both and the cake and a few savoury nibbles brought around.
It was announced over the Tanoy that two 90th birthday girls were on board, sadly with so much 
cha�er they did not hear it but Joan did and later told them of it.
Karen and Derek fetch us mugs of tea from the on-board bar and a very nice a�ernoon 
celebra�ng the ‘girls’ birthday was at an end.  We carried on with our journey back to Dartmouth. 
Here we all parted for our various transport home to Strete.
This was mainly organised by Karen with help from Maureen and Sandy.
A celebra�on we will not forget.



23�� June 2026 – On a hot Tuesday a�ernoon there 
was a good a�endance at our mee�ng. Glasses of 
water were put on the tables to stop us ge�ng 

dehydrated. Our entertainment needed no introduc�on as it was a return of Winston Chubb and 
his guitar with a lovely programme of song some of which he had composed. The last one was 
very moving about the villagers and people plus the American soldiers that were involved with 
the exercises to train the American soldiers who used the beaches to train on, chosen as our 
beach at Slapton was very like the beaches of Normandy.
A recording of this song was given to Dean Small who is the son of the late Ken Small
Who raised the Sherman tank, now on display at Torcross. He in turn sent a copy to America to 
the head of the veteran group.
I was very moved by this song especially as my husband was one who was evacuated from his 
farm in Slapton at the age of six years old.
Joan gave the vote of thanks. 
Tea and li�le merengues were served kindly made by Carol.



Thank you to everyone who has paid their subscrip�on for the Stretewise magazine for 2026.
If you would like to subscribe for six copies of Stretewise for the year please pay £4.00 
and leave your details with Andy and Monica at the Strete Post Office and shop.
We owe a big thank you to the very suppor�ve team (Roy and Joan Kendall, Liana Balldock, 
Trudy Rothwell, Chris Burnes, John Goldring, Brenda Range, Heather Robinson, Nick and Barbara 
Shepherd and Carol Wills) who ensure that the magazine is delivered and Andy and Monica
at the shop for taking subscrip�on payments. 

7ht July 2026 :On another very hot Tuesday a�ernoon 
the social club met for their fortnightly mee�ng.

 As Karen was away spending �me with family Joan took the mee�ng.
We were pleased to have four guests with us to listen to the special speaker we had booked.
Various no�ces of events with the Church and Hall were publicised and Joan said how the first 
lunch that we had held in the
Sportsmans was very much enjoyed by the seven who a�ended.  It was put to the mee�ng that 
we hold another such event is September with it being held in our local Kings Arms to support the 
pub.  The chef is to be contacted to see what menu he can put on.
Business dealt with our speaker Simon Tozer was introduced, he was born and lived in Devon all 
his life and has many interests in Dartmoor and the rivers etc. He is an expert on History of the 
River Dart and the small streams and li�le rivers that flow into the Dart in which he swims and 
does walks around the moors.
He illustrated his talk with slides and told us many tales of folk law etc. connected to the moor.
 It was such an interes�ng and well presented talk and had us all listening  intensely to him.
Chris Burne gave the vote of thanks and Simon then had on display, for to sell ,the many books he 
had wri�en.
Our welcome cups of tea were served by Lisa, Dorothy, Maura plus a few more helping with the 
washing up as there was a lot of extra with the jugs of water and glasses that were given to stop 
dehydra�on on such a hot a�ernoon.
We have one more mee�ng before we break for August and we start again on 1st September with 
John Tucker of Exminster talking with the aid of slides on garden birds.
Our mee�ngs are open to all, come as a guest to see if 'it's your cup of tea' and join with us on 
fortnightly Tuesday in the hall at 2.30.  You will be made most welcome.
Further informa�on from Karen on 07786430770, Joan 07814810265



21st July:  Another hot a�ernoon but with all the doors 
to the hall open the room was bearable. 

Karen was back with us a�er her visit to Canada with family a brief account followed. 
A�er all the business was dealt with Joan had done a quiz on Devon which couples worked 
together to answer the ques�ons. Most of our members have come to live in Strete from 
elsewhere so some of the ques�ons proved a li�le hard for them. Two members present were 
actually Devon born and bred which proved a great asset to them and their team. 

The winning team was Brenda and 
Heather with Roy Debby and Karen close 
on their heels losing by half a point. 
Karen then spoke of her trip to Canada 
based in Whistler but experiencing many 
adventures with her hosts. She had run 
off a few photos to give us some idea of 
her �me there. This was very much 
enjoyed by us and Joan thanked her. 
Tea and biscuits were served by Chris�ne 
H and (sorry senior moment cannot think 
of name of her helper). 

Derek did the usual draw and a very pleasant a�ernoon came to an end. 
We now have a break un�l beginning of September. 
More informa�on on shop counter and Karen. 





The Probus movement has branches all over the UK and is a form of social club aimed at 

re�red gentlemen from business or commerce who wish to remain socially ac�ve. We 

are very keen to a�ract new members, and a warm welcome will be extended to any 

eligible gentleman wishing to come along and try one of our mee�ngs. If you would like 

to a�end, please call Graham Lewis 

Tel 01803 712248 to discuss the Club and book a place. Alterna�vely, simply come along 

to an event and see for yourself!













Directory
Devon County Councillor Julian Brazil    01548 511109
District Councillor Laurel Lawford     07908 104473
Doctors (Chillington) Chillington Health Centre   01548 580214
Doctors (Dartmouth) Dartmouth Health/Wellbeing  01803 832212
Paul Green   Dart Pa�ents Par�cipa�on Group  07799 772709 
Highways  Devon County Council   0845 155 1004
Kings Arms h�ps://kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk/   01803 770027
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr Ralph Clark    01803 770954 
Parish Council Clerk  Hannah Iles     01548 580449 
Village Hall Commi�ee  Penny Penhale (Bookings)   07976 176748
Village Hall Commi�ee  Penny Penhale (Chairman/Bookings) 07976 176748
Village Hall Commi�ee  Danni Brien  (Treasurer)    07841505797
Probus    John Light    johlight1@gmail.com 
RSPCA        01803 859695
Short Mat Bowls Secretary    Gary Taylor   garytaylor@hotmail.com
Strete Social Club     Karen Hales     01803 770739
South West Water    Report leaks    0800 230 0561
St John the Bap�st Church    Fr Sunny Paul    01803 853406
St Michaels Church    Revd. Ma� Gorton    01803 906861
Strete Chapel     Derek & Gill Harris    01803 770256
      Andrew and Lesley Kemp   07774 431109 
Stretewise Editor     Dave Jones    01803 770059
Tree Warden    Ian Cumberlidge                   01803 770020
Local Emergency Services
Emergency Fire, Ambulance, Police and Coastguard  999 or 112
Non-emergency contact with emergency services  101

NHS Direct      0845 4647
Torbay Hospital  01803 614 567 Derrifiord Hospital       01752 202082 
Totnes Hospital   01803 862 622 Kingsbridge          01546 852349

Strete Post Office and Stores       01803 770225 

Stoke Fleming Library Village Hall  John Lewis    01803 770075
Monday 3.00pm to 5.00pm, Tuesday 10.30pm to 12.30pm, 
Thursday 3.00pm to 5.00pm. Or 24 hours at devon.gov.uk/libraries

TOTNES & DARTMOUTH RING AND RIDE
Phone between 10:00am and 12:00 midday    01803 867878 



Strete Post Office and Store
Pay in telephone, electric, water rates, foreign currency and postal 
services round the world.
If you bank with: NatWest, Barclays the CO-OP, Cahoot, Alliance 
and Leicester, or Smile, you can deposit and pay cheques. 
Withdrawals or deposit of cash can be made via your card 
(and PIN number). 
All editorial contribu�ons to the magazine are welcome: 

Recipes, Crosswords (not cryp�c) Ar�cles, Le�ers. However, the editor reserves the right 
as to whether to include, edit or adjust the content. Contribu�ons should be sent to 
stretewise@outlook.com or hard copies of contribu�ons can be le� at the to the Post 
Office or delivered to the Editor: Stretewise, 27 Start Bay Park, Strete, TQ6 0RY.
Print deadline for Stretewise October - November will be 23rd September.
Stretewise is either £1 per copy purchased from the shop or £4 for 
a yearly subscrip�on of six issues. To subscribe for six issues of 
Stretewise 2026 pay £4 at the Strete Post Office or send £4 to the 
editor Stretewise 27 Start Bay Park, Strete, TQ6 0RY. 
Please provide your name, address and the date you paid.
Stretewise Adver�sing: Contact stretewise@outlook.com 
or Dave Jones 01803 770059 - mobile: 07874935495 




