


The Dartmouth & District Friends
Fashion and Fizz @The Flavel on Wednesday 3rd December at 7pm
A fundraising event for Children’s Hospice South West and The Flavel Arts Centre
The independent bou�ques of Dartmouth will be taking to the catwalk for an evening of 
fun, style and chic.
Tickets include fizz, posh canapes, music, fashion show, gi� stalls and an insight in the 
influence of fashion through the decades and in film.  Raffle of glamorous bou�que 
items and stunning Christmas wreath for Otok.
Bou�ques: Escape to the Coast, Juste Moi, Sally Brown, Fashion Alchemy, 
Dartmouth Silver, Foxx Exchange, Starburst
Tickets: £20 from the The Flavel Box Office.

Christmas Fair on Saturday 6th December in The Old Market, Dartmouth from 
10am un�l 3pm
Join us for what is now a great tradi�on- the Christmas Fair in support of Children’s 
Hospice South West.
We have gi�s, cra�s, jewellery, delicious cakes and Christmas themed goodies!
Dartmouth Rock Choir are performing at 11am and of course we have our raffle of 
stunning prizes.
Come and support this important charity which has three hospices within the South 
West for children with life limi�ng condi�ons and their families.
Making the most of short and precious lives across the South West









Village Hall Christmas Market: Saturday 15th November
What a wonderful event this turned out to be!  

There were 8 trade stalls plus 2 from the Hall and 1 run by some children from the village 
who were selling items they had made.

Thank you to those who came to support and an extra special thank you to those who 
helped. These events don’t just happen, much hard work goes into them, but it is always 
worthwhile to see so many from our lovely village enjoying themselves and creating an 

amazing atmosphere!
A BIG THANK YOU TO YOU ALL!

Village Hall Annual Quiz: Saturday, 11th February
Jonathan will be our Quiz Master and it will be interesting to see which team 

can beat 2025 winners: Heather’s Heroes.  

Don’t forget there is a very valuable trophy to be won!

DID YOU KNOW
There used to be a very active folk dance group that met regularly in Strete Village Hall 

and on 2nd April, 1960 a certificate from The English Folk Dance and Song Society 
was awarded to the Strete Group.

Later on, 23rd June, 1964, the British Broadcasting Corporation invited dancers to take 
part in a filmed session. Doors would open at 7.00pm; a rehearsal would follow 

at 7.30pm and the recording would take place at 8.30pm. 
The programme would then be broadcast in the Home Service on 

Wednesday, 9th September at 12.00pm

THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE WISH YOU ALL

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
AND

A GOOD, HEALTHY 2026

MOVE AND STRETCH
Strete Village Hall Tuesday 7.30-8.30pm 

A COMMUNITY EXERCISE GROUP FOR ALL ABILITIES
Small charge to cover the cost of the hall (depends on numbers).

Dates:  Nov 25th  Dec 9th Weekly from Jan 6th 2026
If interested please contact Debby 0751166910
(Qualified exercise and Pilates teacher EMD UK)

ALL WELCOME - Bring a mat, small cushion and water bo�le









Welcome to our community
pub on the South Devon coast.

NEWS FROM THE KINGS ARMS

As colder weather settles over Strete and the 
crackling fire becomes a gravitational pull once 
again, the Kings Arms has been busy in all the 
best ways — lively events, neighbourly kindness 
and a real sense of momentum as we head 
into December.

October brought us a truly fabulous Harvest Supper, with an outstanding feast prepared 
and provided by Helen Kenny and Paul Green of Landcombe House. The food was 
stunning and the room filled with laughter; the evening delivered a village moment to 
remember. 

Then came our Annual Members Meeting attended by shareholders and subscribers.
For the first time since the pub reopened, we did not need to ask the community for 
additional financial support - a milestone made possible entirely by our regular subscriber 
community. It is your steady monthly contributions that are keeping the pub afloat 
through the quieter months, and we cannot thank you enough. The meeting itself was 
constructive, honest and full of shared purpose, a clear reminder of how deeply people 
care about keeping our village pub open and thriving.

On World Kindness Day, a team of volunteers joined us to help put the pub garden to 
bed for the season - clearing, sweeping, trimming and organising with gusto. 
The difference they made is visible every time you look out the window. And while we’re 
talking improvements, a huge thank you to our neighbour Andy Milne for installing the 
elegant new “Kings Arms” garden gate. It’s beautiful, practical, and rather a smart 
addition.

December brings its own traditions and one extra-special new one. On Thursday 5th 
December, we host our Christmas Community Afternoon Tea - our gift to the village. 
Our third this year! Expect bubbles, bakes, a festive raffle with seasonal treats (including 
a Fortnum & Mason Tea Time hamper) and a couple of hours of warm company. It also 
happens to be International Volunteers Day, so we’ll be hoping for a sprinkle of help from 
our baking and serving elves to make it truly memorable, but no expectations, just festive 
cheer and neighbourly goodwill.

You may have noticed that we are not offering Christmas lunches this year. The simple 
truth is that we do not receive enough bookings to make it viable - we can’t compete on 
scale - so instead we’ve put our energy into a festive cornucopia of events designed to 
bring joy, sociability and a little sparkle to the village. The Afternoon Tea is one such treat; 
there are plenty more.

In January, the pub will be closed from 1st–20th January, reopening on Wednesday 21st 
January with our Big Quiz of the Year - always lively, competitive and great fun. And just 
a few days later, we’ll be hosting another Burns Night, following the huge success of last





year’s celebration. Prepare for poetry, pipes and plenty of good humour.

Meanwhile, our New Year £1000 Prize Draw is open on Crowdfunder. The draw will take 
place at 9pm on New Year’s Eve, and after our last jackpot winner, Brian Blakemore, 
there’s every chance your name could be next. Look out for the poster in this issue.

We’ve updated our winter wine list too with lovely new reds, whites, rosés and even 
a Crémant behind the bar. Perfect for the season.

Our Friday Happy Hour(s) and Sunday ‘help drink our barrels dry' Sundowner offer 
relaxed, affordable moments at each end of the week, and our renowned Wednesday 
quiz nights are in full swing. On 10th and 17th December, when our Artisan Pizzeria 
friends can’t join us, we’ll be making those evenings extra-special with Quiz & Fizz — a 
little sparkle in the glass and a little sparkle in the room.

And finally, congratulations to Peter Hales, Bryce Blacker, Ron Howell, and Nick 
Findlay our latest Feast for Four winners. Your meal on the house awaits.

Thank you, as ever, to everyone who walks through our door, helps in ways big or small, 
supports through subscription or simply brings warmth to the room. The Kings Arms 
remains the beating heart of Strete thanks to you.

Wishing you all a joyful December and a bright, sociable New Year from everyone at the 
Kings Arms.







I Understand, Neon Lights, Foreigner, Big Foot, Blanket, One in a Million, High Chair, Belong, Inside Job.









RNLI Christmas cards created by Carl Giles's with his trademark cartoon style and 
humour are available from the Royal Navy Lifeboat Ins�tu�on informa�on center & 
gi� shop  9 S Embankment, Dartmouth TQ6 9BH. 01803 832423.
When you buy Christmas cards from the RNLI you are helping to fund the lifesaving 
service and give the crews everything, they need to save lives at sea.





Our very own Kings Arms quiz master Jon Ward will be setting a regular round of 

Stretewise quiz questions. Find all the answers on the inside back cover.

1. In which year was the first ever Christmas Card sent.1830, 1838, 1843 or 1850?  

2. What was Frosty the Snowman's nose made out of ?  

3. Which famous scientist was born on Christmas day 1642 ? 

4. The Japanese, traditionally eat which takeaway food on Christmas Day?  

5. Which Christmas dinner vegetable has over 110 varieties? 

6. What are known in Scotland as “Kilted Soldiers”? 

7. Which UK monarch made the first ever Christmas broadcast? 

8. Which Christmassy song was the first song ever broadcast from space in 1965?

9. In Which Christmas movie does Donald Trump make a cameo appearance? 

10. The Grinch attempts to steal Christmas from which fictional town? 

11. Which of Santa’s Reindeer comes last alphabetically ? 

12. How many 'la's are in the song 'Deck the Halls'? 

13. In which country did eggnog originate? USA, Britain, Germany or Austria? 

14. Which direction should you stir your Mince Pie mincemeat for good luck? 

15. How many different flavoured chocolates are there in a tin of Quality Street? 

16. What is the name of Bing Crosby’s character in the film A White Christmas?

17. Which country is the largest exporter of Christmas trees?

18. How many ghosts appear in Charles Dickens A Christmas Carol?

19. On what day of the week does Advent commence?

20. What time will The Kings Arms be open for drinks on Christmas Day?



























30th September: On a beau�ful a�ernoon we met in the village hall for our fortnightly a�ernoon.  
We were pleased to have guests with us who had seen the posters put around the village and by 
word of mouth.
Karen led the mee�ng and a�er all the business had been dealt with our speaker Mr. John 
Walters was welcomed back.  He was last with us in January and by popular request he was 
booked to come again.
A brief history of himself was given. In 1980 he a�ended art college and studied graphic 
designing. He has appeared with David A�enborough and as well as his excellent photographic 
skill he has wri�en books and always takes a sketch pad when he goes out with his camera and 

sketches a lot of the wildlife, he sees 
which he then turns into cards many 
of which he had brought along this 
a�ernoon.
He uses three cameras and carries an 
ultra violet torch with him.
WE saw many varie�es of spiders and 
their life circle plus other insects 
including beetles. One of the spiders 
he showed is only found in Plymouth.
We saw beau�ful pictures of monarch 
bu�erflies, migra�ng moths, cabbage 
whites which we have seen a lot of 
this summer but are now migra�ng to 
northern France.
Locusts have been found in Andrew’s 

Wood, near Loddiswell
He then went on to show and talk about various birds many that had been blown from Antar�ca 
on their migra�on.
He had some lovely footage on harvest mice dar�ng around in the foliage and his last talk was on 
Rissold dolphins which are seen on our coast. When in Cornwall he saw and filmed hump back 
whales.
Joan gave the vote of thanks and tea and meringues, li�le biscuits, made and served by Carol and 
Chris were enjoyed..



14th October: Our Tuesday fortnightly mee�ng soon came around and this was taken by Joan as 
Karen was away at a school reunion.
There was not a lot of business to deal with. A reminder to the members who are going to see 
Downton Abbey in the Flavel with a soup and scone in the café at the Flavel to bring their money 
to the next mee�ng.
It was the month of two of our members birthdays so we all Sang “Happy Birthday” to them.
Our speaker for the a�ernoon was introduced a Mr. David Hinchcliffe of Torquay who came to tell 
us about the Kiwis in Torquay in the first world war.
No, it was not about the na�ve bird of  He used a very old picture to illustrate his talk.
A person of authority was looking for a Depot for these men to await their return. He looked at 
several places but on coming to Torquay said this is the place it is very much like New Zealand and 
they will be at home here. Several Grand Mansions were taken over to billet these men in, one 
being Torquay Town Hall. Sadly, where these beau�ful mansions stood now blocks of flats are in 
their place.
Around 30,000 Kiwis passed through the Depot in the 30 months that it was open.
Agatha Chris�e was a nurse in one of the hospital establishments.
They had to find something to occupy the men and a good thing was to do gardening which the 
men liked very much taking over a lot of land to grow potatoes. They mixed with locals and were 
very much liked. Of course, ladies became very interested in these handsome New Zealand Men 
and several of them married and had children and returned to New Zealand with them. 
In a Churchyard in Torquay are buried some of the New Zealanders who did not return and stayed 
and lived out the rest of their lives in Torquay.
He was thanked by Chris Burne a�er which our cups of tea and biscuits were served 
by Lisa and Dorothy.



28th October: Well it was not quite Halloween but three of 
our members wore suitable bits to depict this.  Lisa had on 
the most colourful suit adorned with ghostly skulls, Karen 

our leader donned a witches hat and Maura had a head band of black bats which moved as she 
turned her head.
Karen as usual went through a small amount of business reminding us of our imminent visit to the 
Flavel at Dartmouth to see Downton Abbey and enjoy a bowl of soup and cheese scone early 
November. She then introduced our speaker, although she did not need this as it was one of our 
members,  Heather Robinson, who gave us the most interes�ng talk which she had a sequence of 
photos to illustrate her talk through the various points. Heather lived on the banks of the River  
Dart quite near to St. Petrocks Church and she had the vision to place a statue of a mermaid on 
the rocks at the bo�om of her garden.
A�er going through all the legal dealings she had a sculpturer from Totnes to make a model of the 
mermaid which was then bronzed. When this was completed it was securely placed on a rock 
which when the �de came up was actually si�ng with the water surrounding her.
This image of the statue has been in several books of Dartmouth, had a calendar with her 
depic�ng one of the months and Kevin Pyne composed a poem for Heather about the Mermaid.
Heather did this to show apprecia�on of the wonderful �mes that she had had on the river and 
living in Dartmouth.  Do take the ferry to the castle and you will see Meranda as Heather named 
her, si�ng there on a rock. Many tales are told by the pleasure boat captains which go past her, 
not always true facts!!!!!

One of the residents of Strete when travelling on the ferry told 
her li�le granddaughter that the li�le house by the waters edge 
was where the mermaid went to sleep at night, which really 
made the magic of the mermaid come to life.
Karen gave the vote of thanks. We then enjoyed the usual cups of 
tea with spooky cakes. 
One member had brought along a bo�le of wine and non 
alcoholic drink which we all enjoyed whilst Heather was giving 
her talk.

Maura and Joan were the tea hostesses for the a�ernoon. 
We welcomed two new members and we are always pleased to 
see folk come along to see what we are all about.

11th November: We ventured into Dartmouth for our mee�ng this week. 
First, we all enjoyed a bowl of soup and cheese scone at the 
Flavel Café before going up to the Cinema to watch the film 
‘Downton Abbey’.
Karen had kindly arranged this ou�ng for us for which we thank 
her for all the organising she did It was enjoyed by all with many a 
tear shed.
We try to have an ou�ng in the summer and again if a suitable film is 
being shown in the Flavel we venture into Dartmouth.
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Philip EllioƩ   
Company Director  

01803 770787   07974 382158   

philip@ellioƩ-construcƟon.co.uk   

www.ellioƩ-construcƟon.co.uk   

Sunnyhurst  Baileys Meadow  Stoke Fleming TQ6 0QD 

Building company established 1980 in Stoke Fleming.   

Projects have included:     
Stoke Fleming Village Hall.   
Houses at Deer Combe, houses by the Green Dragon,   
Frenchman’s Creek.  

ELLIOTT ConstrucƟon  01803 770787   
AƩenƟon to detail and quality.  
TradiƟonal skills without living in the past.   

BeauƟful garden design  

in South Devon.  

Experienced Qualified  
Trained Local Garden  
Designer.    
Dartmouth Born and Bred   

- familiar with plant tolerances 

for climate and condiƟon.  

Qualified garden and planƟng  

designer experienced in wide  

variety of styles.   

RHS trained in advanced  

horƟculture.   

Complete Garden Design 
offered or individual  
borders or areas. 

shoreline 
planting design 

Julie EllioƩ  
01803 770787  

m 07989 564082  

julie_ellioƩ@hotmail.com 

From This 

To This 

BeauƟful Garden    

Design in   

South Devon 







Christmas at Gardentime!
AWARD-WINNING CHRISTMAS TREES
Garden�me is packed full with more Christmas trees than ever before! 

We’re ready for the fes�ve season with one of the largest selec�ons 

of Christmas trees in the South Hams — you’ll be sure to find your perfect tree.

Our trees are sourced from local, award-winning, sustainable growers, so you can be assured of 

the very best quality. Our tree prices have been held for the eighth year in a row. You’ll find 

masses of no-needle-drop Nordmann Firs, Fraser Firs and the tradi�onal Norway Spruce, plus our 

eco-friendly container-grown trees in five varie�es. Our trees are displayed under a lit, covered 

area so you can shop for your tree at any �me, in any weather!

Remember — when you purchase a Christmas tree, you will receive a £10 Garden�me New Year 

Voucher, which can be used throughout January and February at Garden�me in the Garden 

Centre, Farm Shop and Café too.

Our Tree Team is here to help you pick your perfect tree, net it, and carry it to your car — or you 

can let us take the strain and have your tree delivered. Why not take advantage of our Christmas 

tree delivery service? It’s FREE throughout the South Hams. We are happy to look a�er your 

chosen tree for collec�on or for delivery at a later date.

We will be hand-making fes�ve wreaths again this year and would love to create your bespoke 

decora�on. Alterna�vely, you may prefer to choose from our wide selec�on on display. If you’re 

feeling ar�s�c, there’s everything you need to cra� your own door wreath or floral decora�on.

We also have indoor and outdoor lights in a choice of colours and styles, including ba�ery and 

solar op�ons. Explore a magical collec�on of Christmas decora�ons, gi�s, and seasonal 

treasures. From tradi�onal glass baubles and ribbons to charming felt and nature-inspired 

wooden designs, there’s something for every style.

When you’ve chosen your tree, you might like to warm up and relax in our Café, where we have 

freshly prepared food available all day, every day! Our Farm Shop is stocked with Christmas 

treats and fine, locally sourced food.

Garden�me is open every day — weekdays from 9am to 5.30pm and Sundays from 10am to 

4pm. We will be open on Christmas Eve too.

The Garden�me team would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all of our customers a very Merry Christmas!

For more informa�on, visit www.garden�me.biz/christmas-at-garden�me

















As the end of 2025 approaches, the thoughts of Probus members naturally turn to family ma�ers 
with the fes�ve season and New Year celebra�ons. We have a final lunch mee�ng for 2025 
scheduled for Wednesday 10th December in Stoke Lodge Hotel, commencing with coffee at 
10.30. Our speaker on this occasion will be dis�nguished academic commentator John Dobson, 
who will deliver a talk en�itled 'Pu�n's Russia, Trump and Ukraine' - an up-to-the-minute  analysis 
and insight into world events. This event will also include the Club's Christmas Lunch with a 
special menu.
The Probus Club will then fall quiet over the fes�ve and new year celebra�ons, re-opening on 
Wednesday 21st January 2026, with a lunch mee�ng at the Stoke Fleming Hotel, again 
commencing at 10.30. Our speaker at this mee�ng will be David MacVeigh with his talk on 'How 
Britain became an Island'. David was due to visit the Club with this talk back in October, but had 
to postpone due to illness, so we are pleased to welcome him for this revised date. The event will 
also incorporate the Club's Annual General Mee�ng, where programme arrangements for the 
remainder of 2026 will be finalised.
The Probus movement has branches all over the UK and is a form of social club aimed at re�red 
gentlemen from business or commerce who wish to remain socially ac�ve. We are very keen to 
a�ract new members, and a warm welcome will be extended to any eligible gentleman wishing to 
come along and try one of our mee�ngs. If you would like to a�end, please call Peter Hales (Club 
Secretary) on 01803 770739 to discuss the Club and book a place. Alterna�vely, simply come 
along to an event and see for yourself!













Directory
Devon County Councillor   Julian Brazil    01548 511109
District Councillor Laurel Lawford     07908 104473
Doctors (Chillington) Chillington Health Centre   01548 580214
Doctors (Dartmouth) Dartmouth Health/Wellbeing  01803 832212
Paul Green   Dart Pa�ents Par�cipa�on Group  07799 772709 
Highways  Devon County Council   0845 155 1004
Kings Arms h�ps://kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk/   01803 770027
Parish Council Chairman  Cllr Ralph Clark    01803 770954 
Parish Council Clerk  Hannah Iles     01548 580449 
Village Hall Commi�ee  Penny Penhale (Bookings)   07976 176748
Village Hall Commi�ee  Penny Penhale (Chairman/Bookings) 07976 176748
Village Hall Commi�ee  Danni Brien  (Treasurer)    07841505797
Probus    John Light    johlight1@gmail.com 
RSPCA        01803 859695
Short Mat Bowls Secretary    Gary Taylor   garytaylor@hotmail.com
Strete Social Club     Karen Hales     01803 770739
South West Water    Report leaks    0800 230 0561
St John the Bap�st Church    Fr Sunny Paul    01803 853406
St Michaels Church    Revd. Ma� Gorton    01803 906861
Strete Chapel     Derek & Gill Harris    01803 770256
      Andrew and Lesley Kemp   07774 431109 
Stretewise Editor     Dave Jones    01803 770059
Totnes Ring and Ride      01803 867878
Tree Warden    Ian Cumberlidge                   01803 770020
Local Emergency Services
Emergency Fire, Ambulance, Police and Coastguard  999 or 112
Non-emergency contact with emergency services  101

NHS Direct      0845 4647
Torbay Hospital  01803 614 567 Derrifiord Hospital       01752 202082 
Totnes Hospital   01803 862 622 Kingsbridge          01546 852349

Strete Post Office and Stores       01803 770225 

Stoke Fleming Library Village Hall  John Lewis    01803 770075
Monday 3.00pm to 5.00pm, Tuesday 10.30pm to 12.30pm, 
Thursday 3.00pm to 5.00pm. Or 24 hours at devon.gov.uk/libraries

TOTNES & DARTMOUTH RING AND RIDE
Phone between 10:00am and 12:00 midday    01803 867878 



Strete Post Office and Store: 
Pay in telephone, electric, water rates, foreign currency and postal 
services round the world.
If you bank with: NatWest, Barclays the CO-OP, Cahoot, Alliance and 
Leicester, or Smile, you can deposit and pay cheques. Withdrawals or 
deposit of cash can be made via your card (and PIN number). 
All editorial contribu�ons to the magazine are welcome: 
Recipes, Crosswords (not cryp�c) Ar�cles, Le�ers. However, the editor 

reserves the right as to whether to include, edit or adjust the content. Contribu�ons should be 
sent to stretewise@outlook.com or hard copies of contribu�ons can be le� at the to the Post 
Office or delivered to the Editor: Stretewise, 27 Start Bay Park, Strete, TQ6 0RY.
Copy deadline for the next issue of Stretewise February-March will be 23rd January.
Stretewise is either £1 per copy purchased from the shop or £4 for a yearly subscrip�on of six 
issues. To subscribe for six issues of Stretewise 2026 pay £4 at the Strete Post Office or send £4 
to the editor Stretewise 27 Start Bay Park, Strete, TQ6 0RY. Please provide your name, address 
and the date you paid.
Stretewise Adver�sing: Contact stretewise@outlook.com or Dave Jones 01803 770059. 

Jon’s Quiz Answers
1. 1843 2. A Bu�on 3. Isaac Newton 4. KFC, Kentucky Fried Chicken 5. Brussel Spout

6. Pigs in Blankets 7. George V 8. Jingle Bells 9. Home Alone 2 10. Whoville 11. Vixen 12. 96
13. Britain 14. Clockwise 15. 11 16. Captain Bob Wallace 17. Canada

18. 4, Jacob Marley, the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Future    19. Sunday 20. 12 noon un�l 3pm




