
      h�ps://www.stretewise.co.uk           email: stretewise@outlook.com 



Directory 

BASH       Ali Denham     01548 854 474 
Devon County Councillor    Julian Brazil     01548 511 109 
District Councillor     Richard Foss    01548 511 234 
Doctors (Chillington)        Chillington Health Centre   01548 580 214 
Doctors (Dartmouth)       01803 832 212 
Paul Green       Dart Pa�ents Par�cipa�on Group 07799 772709  
Highways      Devon County Council   0845 155 1004 
Kings Arms      h�ps://kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk/  01803 770027 
Parish Council Chairman    Cllr Peter Hales     01803 770739  
Parish Council Clerk     Helen Darch    01803 770 018 
Parish Hall Commi�ee    Penny Penhale (Chairman)  01803 771 005   
Parish Hall Commi�ee    Danielle (Treasurer)   07841505797 
Probus      John Light               johnlight1@gmail.com  
RSPCA          01803 859 695 
Short Mat Bowls Secretary    Tony Andrew    01803 770071 
Strete Social Club     Dorothy Teal    01803 770 982 
South West Water     Report leaks    0800 230 0561 
St John the Bap�st Church    Fr Sunny Paul    01803 853 406 
St Michaels Church      
Strete Chapel      Derek & Gill Harris - Tony & Jan Atkins 01803 770 256 
       Tony & Jan Atkins    01548 580 227 
Stretewise Editor     Dave Jones     01803 770 059 
Totnes Ring and Ride       01803 867 878 
Tree Warden      Ian Cumberlidge    01803 770 020 
Local Emergency Services 
Emergency Fire, Ambulance, Police and Coastguard   999 or 112 
Non-emergency contact with emergency services   101 
NHS Direct  0845 4647 
Torbay Hospital 01803 614 567 Derrifiord Hospital 01752 212 082 
Totnes Hospital  01803 862 622 Kingsbridge  01546 852 349 
Strete Post Office and Stores        01803 770 225  
Stoke Fleming Library Village Hall  John Lewis     01803 770 075 
Monday 3.00pm to 5.00pm, Tuesday 10.30pm to 12.30pm,  
Thursday 3.00pm to 5.00pm. Or 24 hours at devon.gov.uk/libraries 
TOTNES & DARTMOUTH RING AND RIDE 
 Phone between 10:00am and 12:00 midday     01803 867 878  
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St. Michael’s Church 
‘Dear friends’ 
Change can be hard and disconcer�ng but I hope these words can bring a sense of an important 
and con�nuing journey for us all; some thoughts, not originally mine , but words that truly  
resonate with me. 
A Life that Ma�ers  
Ready or not, some day it will all come to an end. 
There will be no more sunrises, no minutes, hours, or days. 
All the things you collected, whether treasured or forgo�en, will pass 
to someone else. 
Your wealth, fame, and temporal power will shrivel to irrelevance. 
It will not ma�er what you owned or what you were owed. 
Your grudges, resentments, frustra�ons, and jealousies will finally 
disappear. 
So, too, your hopes, ambi�ons, plans, and to-do lists will expire. 
The wins and losses that once seemed so important will fade away. 
It won’t ma�er where you came from or what side of the tracks you lived on at the end. 
It won’t ma�er whether you were beau�ful or brilliant. 
Even your gender and skin colour will be irrelevant. 
So what will ma�er? How will the value of your days be measured? 
What will ma�er is not what you bought but what you built; not what you got but what you gave. 
What will ma�er is not your success but your significance. 
What will ma�er is not what you learned but what you taught. 
What will ma�er is every act of integrity, compassion, courage, 
or sacrifice that enriched, empowered, or encouraged others to emulate your example. 
What will ma�er is not your competence but your character. 
What will ma�er is not how many people you knew but how many will feel a las�ng loss when 
you’re gone. 
What will ma�er is not your memories but the memories of those who loved you. 
What will ma�er is how long you will be remembered, by whom, and for what. 
Living a life that ma�ers doesn’t happen by accident. 
It’s not a ma�er of circumstance but of choice. 
Choose to live a life that ma�ers. 
Michael Josephson (2003) 
I want to say a huge thank you to you all for the love and support - and from those who do- your 
prayers too - over the last 6 years.  
Thank you for your recent kind words, cards and gi�s as my re�rement comes ever closer.  
I shall miss you all very much.  
I’ve loved living amongst you and haven’t we been through it over the Covid Years… but we’ve 
done it together and the South Hams will always have a very special place in my heart.  
Thank you for living lives that ma�er.  
Every blessing Reverend Alison  



12  

 



13  

 



14  

 

Social Club - Jubilee Mee�ng. 
Dorothy Teal welcomed members to the 
Jubilee mee�ng. Tables had been set out 
with red cloths and union jack servie�es. 
Members were asked to recall if they had 
met the Queen or seen her at any�me. 
Heather Robinson gave us an amusing and 
very entertaining account of her visit to a 
Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace. 
Heather had been invited for her tremen-
dous efforts over many years in organising 
the collec�on and despatch of shoe boxes, 
filled with essen�al items, abroad to coun-
tries in need.  The most important thing was 
“what to wear”. She found a dress in  
turquoise and then to her surprise a match-
ing fascinator. As she was not sure of the 
weather an umbrella with matching  
turquoise trim was also found.  
She was set to go!    
A colleague went with her and they  
arranged for a driver to take them on the 
day. A special permit was arranged for the 
driver to park in the Mall. They walked to 
Buckingham Palace and were escorted down 

some steps to the 
garden and then 
suddenly they were 
ushered to one side 
and there was the 
Queen at the top of 
the steps, dressed in 
turquoise with 
matching  
umbrella! Although 
they were not invited 
to meet the Queen 
they were able to see 
her very clearly. They 
had a marvellous tea 
and as they had had 
a good view of the 
Queen, they decided 
to have a walk 
around the grounds  

making a comfort stop at the Royal Portaloos 
before heading back to the car. Heather was 
really impressed with the Royal Portaloos, 
really luxurious!  The heavens then opened 
and the grounds were flooded and she re-
called seeing men rolling up their trousers 
and bea�ng a hasty retreat from the 
grounds. The Mall became flooded as they 
made their way back to the car. However it 
was a very special day and one she will never 
forget.  
Rita Mansfield told us that she was given the 
task in 2011 of organising the invites to the 
Queen’s visit to Royal Shakespeare Theatre 
at Stra�ord upon Avon. The theatre had 
undergone a major restora�on which was 
much needed. There was an enormous 
crowd wai�ng to see the Queen and as she 
approached the Centenary Gardens the band 
struck up the Na�onal Anthem and the 
crowd cheered. As the noise was so great the 
Queen turned to the person escor�ng her 
and said “what are they playing” and he re-
plied “they are playing your tune Maam”. 
Anne Blacoe remembers the Queen visi�ng 
her son’s school and was delighted that she 
was si�ng directly opposite her Majesty but 
was greatly impressed as she no�ced that 
during her �me si�ng there the Queen grad-
ually turned her head slightly from le� to 
right so that everyone could see her. 
Dorothy thanked everyone for their contri-
bu�on and wine was poured and the Queen 
was toasted. Tea and cake was also served.  
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Thank you 
Nick Shepherd 

for the pictures 

Social Club - Tuesday 14th June. 
Quickly any business was dealt with and our speaker for the a�ernoon 
was introduced. 
Mr. Jeremy Wilson who owns the Camelia business at Strete Gate  
returned to talk to us about the History of Tea. He had brought along 
two small tea plants one being a small leaf which the very �ps are 
picked from and this quickly shoots again and a larger leaf plant which 
comes from India (Assam). 
He told us how the terms of Char and Tai came to be names to be associated with tea. 
There are six basic teas, some of which e.g. white tea, that most of us had never heard of. He 
had samples to show us the different forms in which these were presented from �ghtly rolled 
very very small ones to a brick forma�on. 
In around the 1700 tea was first sold in coffee houses in London of which there were 3,000 of 
them. 
Tea became a popular drink as it was very dangerous to drink water and beer was the drink, 
even children drank this, and 
with  boiling the water to  
make the tea it was then safer 
to consume. 
There was a heavy tax on tea, 
this is why only the wealthy had 
it and it was kept in a tea caddy 
which only the head of the 
household held the key to. 
These drags were then used 
again by the servant to brew tea 
and then were used again by 
people outside the wealthy  
peoples. An interes�ng fact was that it was £10 tax for one pound of tea. (119%)  It was only 
in 1964 that paying tax on tea was stopped. 
Seventy percent plus of tea was smuggled into this country. 
How we came to have tea in bags was really by accident from samples  that were sent in li�le 
bags and the recipient put the complete bag with the hot water instead of removing the tea 
from the bags to brew. 
An interes�ng fact was that Castle Drogo, Drewsteignton was built from wealth made by the 
tea trade. Another one was that you do not need boiling water to make the  
perfect cup of tea but water just off the boil.   
All present hadn’t heard of this for tea only coffee. 
We do have tea plants growing in this country, Cornwall, Devon and Scotland. 
He illustrated his very well presented and interes�ng talk with slides. 
Dorothy gave the vote of thanks and then we enjoyed our usual cups of tea and biscuits 
served by Rita and Chris. 
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Strete Social Club on 28th June 2022 
The mee�ng was well-a�ended with sixteen 
members who listened to an informa�ve 
talk by Keith Langworthy of the Coastguard 
Agency. Keith is the sta�on officer at the 
Dartmouth Coastguard based in Bidders 
Close Stoke Fleming.  
Keith took us through the history of the 
Coastguard Agency, what the Agency does in 
its bicentennial year of 2022, the local 
Coastguard  and what is entailed if someone 
volunteers for the Agency. 
History The Coastguard Agency was estab-
lished on 15th January 1822 to tackle the 
prevalent smuggling along Bri�sh coasts at 
that �me. There were 3,000 men appointed 
to catch smugglers and they wore uniforms 
and carried muskets. 
In 1854 the Merchant Act gave them a wider 
role in sea rescue. Equipment consisted of a 
horse and cart, rope and canvas floata�on 
jackets buoyed with cork. They also acted as 
a backup for the Royal Navy in its work 
around the Bri�sh Isles. 
At the start of World War I the Coastguard 
was assigned to three cruisers [Cressy, 
Aboukir and Hogue]. Unfortunately a Ger-
man U boat torpedoed the cruisers and 
1,400 men perished. Then between the two 
world wars the Coastguard con�nued in its 
rescue role mainly taking people off strand-
ed ships. 
When World War II was declared, the Coast-
guard was deployed to work in intelligence 
gathering and repor�ng the movement of 
ships and airplanes along the coasts. They 
covered mainly the East and South West 
coastlines.  They also cleared mines and 
rescued grounded aircrew. Many of the 
4,500 coastguards were re�red naval men 
and they were issued with fairly old equip-
ment such as pre–World War I arms.  
 

By the end of the 1940s technology had  
improved and helicopters were brought into 
service. The Navy, RAF and Coastguard each 
had rescue helicopters with dis�nct livery. 
The Navy copters were green, the RAF were 
yellow and the Coastguard were red and 
white. This air cover enabled the three  
services to cover more area and more  
effec�vely.  
Today The members of the Coastguard in-
clude women, first admi�ed in 1970, who go 
out on opera�ons as well as being based in 
command sta�ons. There are twelve opera-
�onal sta�ons. These are located around 
airports and bases such as Newquay, Solent 
and Swansea which can scramble helicopters 
to go to rescues. There are also six fixed-
wing twin-engine aircra�  used to survey and 
report on incidents such as oil spills and 
monitor shipping movements. A Boeing 737 
is also maintained to carry equipment for oil 
spills. This includes booms to contain the 
spill and soak up mats. Drones are now in 
use to explore hard to reach areas with a 
local drone sta�on based in Paignton.  
The Dartmouth unit or team is in area 10 
which covers Beer to Mevagissey.  Area 10 
has three senior opera�onal managers who 
oversee four teams of 11 to 15 personnel 
each. The local sta�on is based at Bidders 
Close Stoke Fleming. Some coastguard sta-
�ons see nearly daily rescues for instance on 
the Wirral. Torbay has around 250 rescues a 
year and Dartmouth sees between 40 and 45 
call outs each year. There have been 25 in 
this year so far. 
There are a number of specific ac�vi�es per-
formed by different coastguard sta�ons and 
this depends in part on the local terrain. For 
instance Morecambe Bay specialises in mud 
rescue and the personnel can be called any-
where to use their specialist skills in mud 
rescue. Water rescue involves entering the 
water to snatch people to safety, cage res-
cue which is o�en used in rivers, and throw 
rescues using ropes to haul people into safe-
ty. Cave rescue is another specialist ac�vity 
but o�en teams liaise across specialist roles  
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Thank you 
Nick Shepherd 

for the pictures 

to assist each other in a rescue. Flood rescue 
is a newer ac�vity which will be manned by 
the end of 2022. 
The local team in Dartmouth specialises in 
cliff rescues and the eleven members train 
to rescue off cliffs. Keith observed the need 
to rescue people from below cliffs had de-
clined since the coast path was opened. 
Much of their work now involves rescuing 
walkers who have slipped on paths. They 
have a range of equipment carried in a front 
sack to a�end an incident. The equipment 
includes bandages, splints, straps, pain relief 
and oxygen. There are wrap round and 
sledge style stretchers used to carry casual-
�es. Dogs are the most common animal 
casualty and can be rescued in a carry sack 
which is then hauled up. The Coastguard 
don’t tend to do farm animal rescues. 
Search is now the biggest aspect of the role 
of coastguards and they have received train-
ing from experienced search and rescue 
teams based in the US, Canada and Austral-
ia/New Zealand. The search adopts a hub 
and spoke approach searching from a last 
known-point outward. When a search takes 
place, this involves a number of agencies 
including the police and ambulance. The 
local team can go anywhere in Devon from 
the moors to coasts of the county. 
The Dartmouth team is kept occasionally 
busy with handling World War II ordnance. 
The most recent memorable example of this 
is the bomb discovered in Exeter last year on 
which the team assisted. They also deal with 
discoveries on Slapton 
Sands where easterlies 
and southerlies can un-
cover old bombs.  
The Coastguard then 
isolates these before 
bomb disposal experts 
from Plymouth blow 
them up. In recent �mes 
the Coastguard has  
taken on a role helping 
casual�es un�l the  
ambulance arrives.  

Training and volunteering The Coastguard is 
staffed with volunteers. Training takes place 
weekly and covers aspects of the work for 
instance cliff rescue, first aid and animal res-
cues.   
Other training takes place with the Navy in a 
mul�-agency approach. They also work with 
the RNLI on rescues. They don’t send teams 
abroad at present.  
The Coastguard is funded through the Mari-
�me and Coastguard Agency around £100mn 
a year. Keith explained the Coastguard Asso-
cia�on is a separate charity which cares for 
coastguards. At the end the Club made a 
dona�on to the Coastguard Associa�on to-
ward their benevolent work.  
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Philip Ellio�   
Company Director  
01803 770787   07974 382158   
philip@ellio�-construc�on.co.uk   
www.ellio�-construc�on.co.uk   

Sunnyhurst  Baileys Meadow  Stoke Fleming TQ6 0QD 

Building company established 1980 in Stoke Fleming.   

Projects have included:     
Stoke Fleming Village Hall.   
Houses at Deer Combe, houses by the Green Dragon,   
Frenchman’s Creek.  

ELLIOTT Construc�on  01803 770787   
A�en�on to detail and quality.  
Tradi�onal skills without living in the past.   

Beau�ful garden design  
in the South West.  
Experienced Qualified  
Trained Local Garden  
Designer.    
Dartmouth Born and Bred   
- familiar with plant tolerances 
for climate and condi�on.  
Qualified garden and plan�ng  
designer experienced in wide  
variety of styles.   
RHS trained in advanced  
hor�culture.   

Complete Garden Design 
offered or individual  
borders or areas. 

shoreline 
pplanting design 

Julie Ellio�  
01803 770787  
m 07989 564082  
julie_ellio�@hotmail.com 

From This 

To This 
Beau�ful Garden    
Design in the  
South West 
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Strete Social Club on 12th July 2022 
On a very hot summer a�ernoon there was a good 
a�endance at the Strete Social Club with two male 
guests joining us. 
The business was dealt with and our speaker for 
the a�ernoon was introduced.  Pete served in the 
Royal Navy for 13 years and decided he would like 
to join the Police, much to his father’s delight. 
A�er his training was sent to join the Thames Val-
ley Police and although not his favourite choice 
was given a post in Slough in Berkshire. 
On the table was displayed his police helmet, trun-
cheon and a pair of the old style handcuffs which 
were linked with a chain, nowadays this is a solid 
bar.  We couldn’t try these on as he did not have 
the key to unlock them!!! 
He told us many interes�ng cases that he had been involved in and of the progress that had 
been made e.g. in 1990 DDNA was introduced, cases that have been solved a�er twenty or 
more years. 
He served for a �me in the C I D which he found very interes�ng and gave him many more 
opportuni�es to further his career. He answered the many ques�ons that arose and the talk 
was enjoyed by all present. Karen warmly thanked him for the talk and for his service to the 
community. 
We were treated to homemade buns to enjoy with our cups of tea served by Judy and  
Rosemarie.l 

THE DARTMOUTH and KINGSWEAR SOCIETY 
AUTUMN TALKS  – LUCIEN PISSARRO 13th September 2022  

The Society’s first autumn talk will be held in the Flavel at 5 p.m. on Tuesday 13th September. 
Our speaker is Dr. Andrew Jackson of Bishop Grossetest University, Lincoln, who will be talking 

about the French impressionist Lucien 
Pissarro (eldest son of Camille).  
Dr. Jackson contacted the Society for 
help in his research on Lucien Pissarro 
and his Dartmouth and Blackpool Vale 
pain�ngs. In return for our assistance, 
largely from our President Sir Geoffrey 
Newman and commi�ee member  
Liane Baldock, Dr. Jackson readily 
agreed to give us a talk.  
The Mill House, Blackpool, Devon 1913 
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The Kings Arms. Your Community Pub.  
The main announcement this month is the launch of a second share offer for the pub. 
The Chair and the Treasurer have wri�en on the following pages about the reasoning 
for this. But for Covid, the pub would not need to do this: however, funds were re-
quired to address the challenges created by Covid and its consequences, especially the 
staffing crisis. These funds need to be replenished if the pub is to be secure. A share 
offer prospectus will be published in the coming days and the offer will be open through 
the summer. A�er a vote by members, it was decided to make the minimum invest-
ment one share, at £50, with the hope that this opens up investment to a wider range 
of people.  
A rough calcula�on suggested that if half the village visited the pub once more each 
month, the pub would be in profit. It has not been an easy �me for all of us but things 
are now looking be�er and, as we move forward, if people do visit more regularly, we 
would have a vibrant pub at the heart of the village for years ahead.  
There have been some great events since the last Stretewise. The Jubilee was a massive 
success, especially on the Friday when the sun shone, and even with the somewhat 
dismal weather on Saturday it was one of the pub’s busiest days. The BBQ towards the 
end of June rocked, with acous�c rocker Terence Waldstadt leading the singing. There’s 
another Summer BBQ with live music in July and in August. 
Since then, the weather has been great and, to make the most of it, the Kings Arms is 
now open seven days a week. Unfortunately, like many in hospitality, the pub is s�ll 
facing staffing shortages, especially in the kitchen. We have been adver�sing for a 
commis chef for some �me now, hopefully the summer will bring some interest but if 
you do know of anyone, please men�on this to them.  

Welcome to our community  
pub on the South Devon coast. 
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There are now gazebos and parasols up in the garden, so whether it’s too sunny or 
there are showers, the garden is the perfect spot to take in the views and meet friends.  
August is our quietest month for events but there are s�ll a few: 

Friday 12th Fishy Friday 5.30-8.30pm with market specials and Start Bay cod & chips. 
Saturday 13th Art Fair in the garden. Local ar�sts will be showcasing their work in a 

garden exhibi�on.  
Thursday 18th Book Club 8pm. The new book club con�nues.  

Contact Alice Lee if you are interested: alice.eliz.lee@gmail.com 
Friday 26nd Fishy Friday 5.30-8.30pm, second of the month for this popular night.  
Saturday 27th Summer The final BBQ of the summer, with live music and a BBQ  

specials menu. 
September will see the return of the monthly pub quiz and monthly village lunch.  

So, as it stands opening hours are: 
Monday & Tuesday:      12-11pm bar only – the kitchen will open if we can  
          hire someone.  
Wednesday to Saturday: Open 12-11pm with food served 12.30 to 2.30pm 

and 5.30 to 8.30pm (although we are also hoping to 
keep the kitchen open longer if staffing allows) 

Sunday:         Open 12-9pm with food served 1-5pm.  
To book or find out about events, phone 01803 770027  
or email: bookings@kingsarmsatstrete 
For other enquiries, please contact: info@kingsarmsatstrete 
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The Kings Arms: A Message from the Chair 
The Kings Arms needs you! We have been open as a community pub for two years,  
offering a fantas�c and vital community asset in the village, with great food, a lovely  
atmosphere, fine artwork and far-reaching views from the garden; indeed, many of 
the Stretewise readers are regulars or volunteer behind the bar, in the gardens or at key 
events but we need more help! 
As most Stretewise readers will be aware, it’s not been plain sailing. Covid has cast a long 
shadow for all of hospitality, there have been industry wide staffing difficul�es and rising 
costs have acted as a drag on the business. We have managed to keep our heads above 
water (just) using the cash reserves from our first share offer and various grants. There 
are sufficient signs that the Kings Arms will be a sustainable opera�on as a community 
pub - normal life seems to have returned a�er Covid and turnover is growing. 
However, any profit made this summer will not be nearly enough to recover the money 
lost due to Covid and its repercussions and, as importantly, will not provide the buffer 
required to mi�gate the annual poor winter trading that the pub will face in the winter 
ahead. Therefore, the Strete Community Pub Limited Commi�ee is launching a Second 
Share Offer this July.   
We will be offering single shares for sale for £50 per share, accessible to everyone, and 
people can invest as much as they wish. These funds raised will give us a buffer against 
winter trading and allow for investment into ideas that can increase turnover.  
Without this there is a danger that the pub will become insolvent before it has a chance 
to establish a solid financial basis for the long term. It is pleasing to know that a number 
of people have already offered to invest, but please spread the word! 
The aim is not to make a significant return for investors, but to keep alive a vital commu-
nity asset in the village - something that adds value to our lives, our community and our 
proper�es. The purpose of the share offer is to maintain a prudent cash reserve and in-
vest in the things that will keep the pub at the centre of village life. If we can’t raise this 
investment, the Kings Arms may disappear – and most people realise that once a pub 
goes, it is gone forever. 
Nicola Cullen – Chair SCPL 

Kings Arms: Financial Report form the Treasurer 
1. Since opening in October 2020 there have been numerous periods of Covid related  
restric�ons and the Covid impact has lasted far longer than any of us expected. A�er a 
complete closure that winter, we saw the restart of trading In April 2021 but only out-
door. Restric�ons and scares con�nued into 2022. Since then there has been various  
indirect impacts from Covid, not least it has been one of the key contributors to the  
extremely challenging staffing crisis faced by the UK hospitality industry, with chef  
recruitment and reten�on in par�cular.  
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2.Despite this, the chart below shows that in the months when the Covid impact has been 
reduced, actual sales performed reasonably well compared with the forecasts made in the 
original prospectus plan. 

3. Challenges con�nue to persist and Strete Community Pub Limited, in common with the 
hospitality sector generally, has ba�led through summer 2022 with staff shortages and 
rising costs.  
4. Inevitably Covid has had a significant impact on SCPLs financial resources despite grant 
support from South Hams. The prospectus forecast a profit of £2,691 for the first year of 
trading whereas the actual performance for the same period (year ended 30 September 
2021) was a loss of around £9k. For the year ended 31 March 2022 the  
actual result is a loss of approximately £45k as the full impact of Covid was felt, in terms of 
restricted opening �mes, staff shortages and customer fear, along with the drain of winter 
trading. 
5. Overall, to the end of March 2022 our assessment is that Covid has caused a loss of 
sales of around £120,000 and a loss of contribu�on of nearly £50,000 even a�er grant 
support. We were very fortunate that the original share offer was oversubscribed and the 
addi�onal funds raised enabled the Kings Arms to survive the unprecedented Covid crisis 
un�l now. 
6. Trading con�nues to be challenging with the ongoing staffing crisis and instability about 
constantly changing costs – for example a 51% increase in electricity rates. As a result, the 
profit made over this year’s summer season will not be enough to recover the money lost 
due to Covid or mi�gate the poor winter trading we know we will face in the winter 
ahead.  
7. Turnover con�nues to increase and with appropriate staffing levels it will increase  
further. Cost instability is expected to stabilize later this year. A number of poten�al areas 
for investment will make a material difference to turnover.  
8. With a successful share offer, the appropriate level of cash surplus would be maintained 
through winter and the investment opportuni�es could be realised. Without it, there is a 
danger that as winter approaches the Kings Arms will face insurmountable difficul�es.  

Please note that the 
financial data in this  
report is unaudited. 
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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com       
01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 

HELD AT STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 19th May 2022 AT 8 PM  

PRESENT: Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr Louise 
Newman (LN); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); District Councillor Richard Foss 
(RF); Mrs. Helen Darch {Clerk}; two members of the public. 
0522/1   ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2022/23 
Peter Hales offered to stand as chairman. There were no other nomina�ons. Peter Hales was elect-
ed chairman by a unanimous vote.  
0522/2   ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN FOR 2022/23 
Ralph Clark offered to stand as vice chairman. There were no other nomina�ons. Ralph Clark was 
elected by a unanimous vote. 
PUBLIC FORUM 
Mr. Green spoke on a le�er he had previously sent. This concerned applica�on 1245/22/FUL which 
is listed on the agenda to be discussed by the Parish Council. The inten�on is to demolish the ex-
is�ng barn and replace with one in the same footprint but with a more level roof. The new barn 
would be in keeping with the other barns alongside and be nicer in appearance. It will be used to 
store equipment.  Councillors asked ques�ons on the materials to be used which are a steel frame 
to replace the exis�ng wood frame. The barn would have roller doors and glass to keep the wind 
out. The barn has power already but would have a water supply put in to clean the equipment.  
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The County Councillor sent a report to be read out. It’s been another strange year but it’s good to 
be mee�ng face to face again. A massive thank you to the Parish Council, community groups and 
local parishioners who have carried us through the pandemic. Without the help and support from 
the local community things could have been a lot worse.  
The County has increased council tax by 3%. With the lack of support from central government 
there was li�le choice. The government had choices but chose to see council tax rises – hardly lev-
elling up! There will be extra spending on children’s and adult’s services which is welcome. Howev-
er, this extra funding is from reserves and therefore a one off. Worrying �mes. 
Children’s services s�ll have many improvements to make. This is very disappoin�ng as this has 
been the case for over 10 years. There is a new head of children’s services, and I am confident, with 
the right support, she will bring about the changes required. 
The County has changed its policy on 20-mph zones and Vehicle Ac�vated Signs (VAS.) Local com-
muni�es can now ask for these without having to qualify through various strict criteria. (With a 20-
mph limit already, this does not affect Strete so much.) Thank you to the PC for progressing further 
traffic calming op�ons, especially on the Totnes Road. RC commented he was s�ll awai�ng a re-
sponse from DCC Highways on the Gateway Scheme which had been submi�ed to them earlier this 
year. Resolved PH would ask the County Councillor to chase up the decision on this scheme. 
Any news on the Slapton Line will probably have been updated at the preceding mee�ng but again 
a special thank you to the Chairman Peter on his hard work on pushing forward the maintenance  
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plan for the memorial. I’ve been very happy to support the Parish Jubilee celebra�ons from my 
locality budget.The report was received.  
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
RF reported on the resump�on of the green waste service [brown bins]. Strete had missed its col-
lec�on this week. He noted only 3 of the 7 rounds in any day were being collected. People need to 
s�ll report missed collec�ons to the website to www.southhams.gov.uk/missedcollec�on or tele-
phone 861234. There is a mee�ng with FCC, the contractor, in June to try to resolve these issues.  
RF noted the government’s Levelling Up Agenda did not appear to benefit South Devon. The Plan-
ning department is very short of planning officers and is being revamped to adjust for this. He not-
ed the Government idea to let neighborhoods resolve some planning issues [Levelling Up and Re-
genera�on Bill). There needed to be more weight on local neighborhood plans. RC observed one 
issue was to get planners to interpret the neighborhood plan when making planning decisions. RF 
informed all he is now chairman of the Development Management [planning] commi�ee. 
RF spoke on the memorial which is being relocated to Strete Gate. South Hams are wai�ng for DCC 
to submit a planning applica�on before the move and its new loca�on can be agreed.  
He concluded by offering locality [Sustainable Community Locality Fund] money for projects. The 
Clerk asked if the Biodiversity Fund was s�ll open and this was confirmed.  
0522/3    APOLOGIES – Cllr David Rothwell; County Councillor Julian Brazil (JB); 
0522/4 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21ST APRIL 2022 
The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
0522/5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, including the nature 
and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this mee�ng.  
No interests were declared. 
0522/6        PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
Planning applica�ons consulted on. To discuss and respond to South Hams District Council on:  
1317/22/HHO Householder applica�on for extensions and altera�ons, detached garage, reloca�on 
of oil tank (resubmission of 0135/22/HHO). Blossoms Pasture Hynetown Road Strete TQ6B 0RS. 
Resolved to support. 
1245/22/FUL. Demoli�on of exis�ng barn and construc�on of replacement barn/outbuilding,  
Landcombe House, Strete TQ6 0RH.  
The mee�ng was closed for a parishioner to speak. She noted there had been considerable �me 
spent on consul�ng with planners over this and other applica�ons. She felt planners gave con-
flic�ng advice when they were consulted. She had requested pre-applica�on advice and spoken 
with the Duty Officer. RF promised to speak with the Head of Planning on this.  
The mee�ng was then reopened. Councillors then resolved to comment as follows: 
Councillors have some concerns the building is not a like for like replacement but is enhanced in 
terms of interior double glazing and insula�on to the extent it would be easy to repurpose as 
holiday accommoda�on.  
Other planning ma�ers. Tree at Blindwells [1600/22TEX]. The applica�on will require a replace-
ment as the tree is one included in TPO983. IC noted he was concerned about the other trees at 
the site. The Clerk confirmed applica�on 0606/22/HHO will be held over un�l the June mee�ng.  
RF then le� the mee�ng. 
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0522/7    UPDATES ON STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 
Council targets agreed for 2021/22 year.  

Other ma�ers. There has been a fair amount of noise down at Strete Gate. The sugges�on is to 
contact the local police if this happens again. The Sgt at Dartmouth is Ollie Abercrombie and his 
details are published in Stretewise. 

No Project Target Resolved - latest 

1 Night Landing Site for Air Am-
bulance. 

Opera�onal by 
May ‘22 

PH has spoken with the land agent 
for the Strete Estate. There is no 
further informa�on un�l the estate 
is sold. DAAT has closed their latest 
grant round. They will work with the 
parish in future funding bids. This is 
a long-term goal now. £1,010.47 is 
earmarked in reserves toward the 
project. 

2 Enhanced vehicle Speed Con-
trol measures in the village. 

Opera�onal by 
May ‘22 

A VAS is on order paid for by the 
Vision Zero grant of £2,345. DCC 
Highways to site the machine. 

3 Raise Awareness of any forth-
coming Green Grants for do-
mes�c hea�ng, insula�on etc. 

When grants 
are available 

Drop-in event in Village Hall awaits 
CAB grant advisors and their availa-
bility. PH has requested £400 from 
RF’s Biodiversity and Climate Change 

4 Secure electric vehicle public 
charging facility in the village. 

Opera�onal by 
May ‘22 

Need a volunteer. 

5 Iden�fy sites for tree plan�ng 
in the village. 

Plant trees in 
winter 21/22 

Sites offered include Manor Farm. 
The Church will plant a crab-apple 
tree in the Churchyard to commem-
orate the Pla�num Jubilee. IC sug-
gested room for two [silver birch] 
trees below the Village Green. DCC 
Highways would need to be consult-
ed on suitable trees and upkeep/
insurance issues. 

6 Agree and sign up to an Ac�on 
Statement on the Climate 
Change Emergency. 

Target met at 
the October 
2021 mee�ng. 

It was resolved at the October 
mee�ng to endorse the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency Bill going 
through parliament. 
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0522/8(a)  FINANCE 
The condi�ons on the Vision Zero grant award of £2,345 required the Council to liaise with Devon 
Highways on the type of VAS machine and where it should be located. The Messagemaker machine 
put forward for approval is that recommended by Highways and was acquired in a group bulk buy 
scheme. The Council resolved to approve the purchase of a VAS machine £2,348.75 plus recover-
able VAT funded by £2,345 Vision Zero grant.  
0522/8(b)  FINANCE 
The Council resolved to approve the renewal of insurance for the Council for the year 1st June 
2022 to 31st May 2023 with BHIB Ltd £336.83. Under Financial Regula�on 8.2.1 two quotes were 
requested and obtained. The quote from Zurich Municipal was £300 but omi�ed individual assets 
such as the playpark and the war memorial. A revised quote was sought to include itemised assets 
but not received by the mee�ng.  
0522/8(c)  FINANCE  
Four cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the mee�ng and 
invoices approved for payment at the mee�ng. 

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  
0522/8(d)  FINANCE  
The Clerk presented the ini�al monitoring statements for 2022/23 which cover the two months to 
May 2022. Year to date total income of £9,889.78 less total expenses of £6,154.86 gives a net sur-
plus of £3,734.92 to the end of May 2022. The receipt of the first half precept £7,000 and grant 
from Vision Zero of £2,345 were noted.  It was resolved the monitoring statements would be put 
on the website and the no�ceboards. 
0522/8(e)  FINANCE  
Cash at bank – £17,046.32CR Current account at 6/05/22, £11,310.48CR Business Reserve account 
at 6/05/22.  
0522/8(f)  FINANCE : Resolved to receive the Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22 of the inde-
pendent examiner for the year ended 31st March 2022.  
0522/8(g)  FINANCE  
It was resolved to receive and approve [in order]: 
i.  the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sec�on 1 [Annual Governance Statement 
2021/22];   
ii. the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sec�on 2 [Accoun�ng Statements 2021/22]. 
These were then signed and dated by the Chairman and the Clerk [Sec�on 1 form] and the Chair-
man and the Responsible Finance Officer [Sec�on 2 form]. These will be uploaded to the website 
for informa�on.  
0522/8(h)  FINANCE: It was resolved to note the dates for the public inspec�on of accounts as 
13th June to 22rd July 2022. This no�fica�on will be uploaded on the website and on the no�ce-
boards to comply with the Transparency Code. 

1839 – Clerk salary for May £271. 
  

1840 – BHIB Ltd Insurance renewal for y/c 1st 
June 2022. £336.83. 

1841 – Hall hire for April 2 mee�ngs £40. 
  

1842 – Stocksigns Limited ref Messagemaker 
VAS machine £2,348.75 plus VAT. 
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0522/9 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
The map of buddle holes in the Parish is being updated for the outlying areas. The sweep contrac-
tor will visit on Tuesday 24th to do a sweep in the village and Fuge. RC will confirm the farmer is 
available to take the sweep. The Clerk will research WIFI contracts for the Hall as the current con-
tract expires on June 5th. These were all noted.  
0522/10      PLATINUM JUBILEE 
The 72 jubilee mugs have arrived and are with PH for safekeeping. A cheque of £75 toward bun�ng 
costs was paid over to the Parish Hall commi�ee in April. A parishioner who works for a highways 
firm has very kindly offered to oversee the closure of Hynetown Road for the Jubilee tea party. This 
is being done pro bono although the Clerk had asked for a quote and requested the parishioner 
claim expenses. The opportunity to do so will be le� open as the Council budgeted £200 for this. 
£450 in grants have been received toward jubilee costs. KG will confirm with Stretewise the �mings 
for the beacon ligh�ng on June 2nd. These are currently from 7pm with live music and food. The 
beacon will be lit at 9.45pm. 
0522/11      DISCUSSION AND UPDATE ON OF VARIOUS LAND MATTERS 
This item has been held over to the June mee�ng and PH and the Clerk have dra�ed a paper to be 
circulated. 
0522/12 CLERK’S REPORT 
Report submi�ed before the mee�ng. Banking. The Council is now live for Bankline and it is in-
tended subject to the updated signatories to be used from next month to make payments online. 
Real-�me balances can be downloaded but the system will need to update signatories which re-
quires [yet another] form.  
Road safety measures. The £2,345 grant for road safety measures has been received and will be 
used to pay for the second VAS machine. The machine is on order and should arrive in due course. 
The Clerk will receive the machine.  
No�fica�on of road works. The Clerk gets daily no�ces but this remains a bit hit and miss. It 
doesn’t always match what is being done. This is one for Julian.  
HMCE grant. This has been applied for to cover at least 50% of the road sweep contract we entered 
in February. So as contracted for (£370 x 4) and to keep an eye on fuel costs. We can apply for 
more once we have se�led the buddle hole contract. The claim must be for future works not that 
already paid-for.  
For June: to update and adopt the financial regula�ons. For July: report on updated standing or-
ders. Ac�on: to discuss and update/adopt as noted. The report was received.  
0522/13 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submi�ed before the mee�ng. May 2022 report 
Residents survey for improvements to leisure facili�es Discussion con�nues over the new facili�es 
that might be provided. The PC will engage with residents once again when firm proposals come 
forward.  
May PC Mee�ng The Right Hon Anthony Mangnall MP has agreed to a�end our next Parish Council 
mee�ng on 19th May. Also in a�endance will be a representa�ve from the Slapton Line Partner-
ship. The mee�ng will be structured so that Mr Mangnall will have the floor at 7pm for a short ad-
dress on local issues which is expected to focus upon the resilience of the Slapton Line, followed by 
ques�ons from the public audience. We shall draw the session to a close at 8pm at the latest, and 
the normal Parish monthly mee�ng will follow on, The first item on the agenda will be the elec�on 
of a new Chairman for the coming year.  
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Bus Consulta�on by Devon County Only £14M of the £34M requested in DCC’s ‘ambi�ous’ Bus 
Improvement Plan was approved by the Department for Transport. This follows Na�onal an-
nouncements that the funding available for the ‘Bus Back Be�er’ campaign has been cut to £1.9Bn 
to cover 31 local authori�es. Both Plymouth and Torbay had their plans completely rejected. In 
contrast, Cornwall was chosen as a pilot area with fares to be “slashed” by as much as 40 per cent, 
thanks to an extra £23.5 million for the county. The original DCC bid was a detailed costed ini�a-
�ve, to roll out greener, cheaper environmentally friendly buses, in tandem with more regular ser-
vices in rural areas to help with connec�vity, and dras�cally reduce commuter car journeys and 
pollu�on. DCC are currently finalising a new plan explaining which priori�es they intend to direct 
the reduced amount of money towards. Once this has been prepared, they will then move to a full 
public consulta�on in May. The work that went into compiling the BSIP will have to be revisited. 
‘Ring and Ride’ services are likely to feature in the outcomes.  
HM The Queen's Pla�num Jubilee Anniversary in June A range of events is being planned by vil-
lage organisa�ons and other individuals, including a street party (with road closure) on Hynetown 
Road on the Sunday a�ernoon 5th  June. Adver�sing for the events is underway with delivery of a 
flyer to each household, adver�sing in Stretewise and posters placed around the village. I can con-
firm that the PC has received the commemora�ve China mugs which will be given to every Parish 
resident aged 16 or under on 5th June. We are keen to refine our list of eligible young people, so If 
you know someone who would be eligible, please let the Clerk know.  
Slapton Line Partnership A mee�ng of the SLP took place on 22nd March 2022 and agreed minutes 
are appended. Proposed reloca�on of the Slapton Line Memorial Following agreement of a form of 
words for the Maintenance Agreement between the six Parishes, Piers Spence, Chairman of 
Stokenham PC, has con�nued discussions with the FSC. The final stumbling block appears to in-
volve insurance arrangements for the structures, which is a discussion involving the County and 
Shire councils.  
Climate Change Emergency Regre�ably, the PC’s postponed Home Energy Efficiency Residents 
mee�ng originally arranged for 15th January has again had to be put on hold un�l the Ci�zens Ad-
vice service can spare an advisor. Due to the current cost of living and domes�c energy crises, the 
CA service is currently overwhelmed. However one to one appointments are s�ll available by ar-
rangement in Dartmouth.  
Waste Collec�ons At least one scheduled brown bin collec�on has been missed in the village since 
the service recommenced. Residents are urged to report such lapses to the SHDC online waste 
repor�ng service on each and every occasion that a scheduled collec�on of any sort is missed.  
Night Landing Site for the Devon Air Ambulance Nothing further to report.  
Post Box on Hynetown Road No response or acknowledgement of our appeal was received from 
Royal Mail. This is unacceptable, and the local MP has now agreed to take up the ma�er on our 
behalf. We await developments. The Chair’s report was received. 
0522/14 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
Reports were circulated prior to the mee�ng. PH. This report was given under 0522/13.  
KG. Slapton Line Partnership and AONB. There is nothing for me to add about SLP ma�ers. Howev-
er there have been issues at Strete Gate - there seem to have been some outrageously noisy events 
which have gone on all night. I have been contacted by Helen Hardwicke with regard to the fencing 
around the carpark  - we are s�ll discussing the problem. 
LN. Roads: hedges, and li�er. I have nothing to report on the roads. A li�er pick is being organised 
at 9.30am on Saturday 28 May.  I will bring details to the mee�ng.
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DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison. Defibrillator. I am afraid that I have very li�le to report 
this month. I was unable to a�end the AGM of the parish hall as I am dealing with family ma�ers at 
the moment.  
I have no�ced that whilst the poo bins in the dog field and the one outside the post office are being 
emp�ed, the new one by Manor Farm seems to be overlooked and was over flowing when I walked 
past on Saturday. Perhaps this could be looked into ? The Clerk confirmed Helen Hardwicke had 
been asked to look into this in April and this week. IC has strimmed round the poobin and the VAS 
machine.  
IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark.  Footpaths/Bridleways. The footbaths 
and bridle ways are an "absolute picture" at the moment, with new growth and par�cularly, Wild 
flowers. A very dry Late Winter and Spring has caused everything to 'flower' profusely. There are 
s�ll a few problems with the coast footpath from Strete village to Strete Gate, i.e. some broken 
steps/posts. they are, I believe, on the list for repairs. Incidentally, the footpaths and hedges adja-
cent, are posi�vely 'alive' with wild birds either nes�ng, and/or adult birds feeding 'young'.  
Play-park. The grass has been cut again since our PC evening visit, and looks a li�le be�er. There is 
s�ll a list of minor repairs to be carried out, which have been, again, 'flagged up' by the Playpark 
Inspector, but nothing seemingly dangerous/life-threatening. Basically 'maintenance & up-li�'. 
Strete Gate. Not much to report about this area, except for a possible danger of Mr Dayment's 
ca�le walking   over the broken fencing, and ending up on the car park and/or the highway. Mr 
Dayment has been informed, but seems to be fairly "relaxed" about it. If they were MY ca�le, I 
would put an electric fence on the 'field' side of the decrepit post & rail fence, just to 'safe-guard' 
my livestock! The fence around the car park, or at least, its ownership, and therefore, responsibility 
for its upkeep has been the cause of disputes for many years. It was installed by Council workers 
when the sec�on of field was purchased for carpark usage, but S.H.D.C. seem to be 'shying away' 
from  that fact! 
Tree Warden Report. The tree that has been 'earmarked' for 'felling' on the Blindwells site, I am 
pre�y sure, is the small Ash tree on the other side of the Hyne Town Road hedge, fairly close to 
where the Post Box used to be.  
It is nearly horizontal, and maybe, has collapsed because of soil erosion, or over-excava�on, possi-
bly. There are STILL incidents of tree 'felling' or heavy crown reduc�ons being carried out in the last 
few weeks, which is right in the middle of the bird-nes�ng season. Not only is it unethical, but it is 
illegal! IC referred to seven trees removed down Hynetown Road.  
RC. Planning and Neighbourhood Plan, road maintenance including sweeping and Kings Arms 
liaison. PC Report – May 2022.  
Neighbourhood Plan. Now that the NP is fully made, its policies are included into SHDC planning 
legisla�on for considera�on when determining planning applica�ons in the parish. The document 
and its policies set out in detail the aspira�ons of the village residents for development in the vil-
lage. Policy SNP5 Tranquillity and Dark Skies, that aims to protect the peace and views of the night 
sky in the village, is specifically men�oned in a recent planning decision. The Parish Council is a 
statutory consultee for such applica�ons and will seek to ensure that the policies in the NP are fully 
considered in any formal planning applica�ons that come forward. RC noted he was s�ll wai�ng for 
an update on an enforcement he had requested to do with ligh�ng issues and the dark skies policy 
in the Made Plan. 
The Kings Arms. Strete Community Pub Ltd (SCPL) Commi�ee delivered a 6-month update to 
Shareholders in April.  
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Minutes of this mee�ng have been circulated to all Shareholders. 
The commi�ee con�nues to seek addi�onal staff to allow 7-day opening. This includes an assistant 
to the chef, a kitchen porter and part �me or full �me Front of House staff.  
The Management Team believe a Front of House Opera�ons Manager is needed to support staff 
and manage the day-to-day organisa�onal issues associated with hospitality that arise.  
The Kings Arms will be playing its part in suppor�ng village ac�vi�es to celebrate the Queen’s Pla�-
num Jubilee with a 2-day beer fes�val that will extend into its fabulous garden. There will be food 
from the kitchen, a garden BBQ, local musicians and various ac�vi�es to create fun for all.  
Village Sweeping, Fuge Road and Gateway Scheme. The village sweep is due to take place on 24th 
May 2022 and will include Fuge Road on all future occasions. This is to help present Fuge Road to 
Devon Highways in a more ‘cared for’ condi�on to encourage and persuade Devon Highways to 
undertake highway improvements for the long-term protec�on of the route.  
The PC is s�ll wai�ng to hear back from Devon Highways in respect of the proposal submi�ed to 
reduce vehicle speeding by installing a line marking gateway scheme to encourage vehicles ap-
proaching the village near Manor Farm camp site to observe the 20mph speed limit. 
GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partner-
ship.  
Village Green. I need approval to buy a new combina�on lock for barrier in Prideaux Lane and a 
post and spike to limit avoidance of the barrier as recommended by Devon CC,  cost £30.  
Resolved to fund a lock for £30 as described. 
The Buddleia in the copse on the field,  despite some pruning,  is choking some of the 
young trees.  I will a�end to it,  but it will need more dras�c pruning in the autumn.  
Ci�zens Advice is now regularly available without booking at the Community Cafe in Dartmouth 
marketplace on Mondays 10.30 - 1.30.  
Reports were received.  
0522/15  CORRESPONDENCE 
All correspondence has been circulated to councillors. PH reminded councillors of replies owed on 
the correspondence from a parishioner at Glen Co�age. The Council will then write to the parish-
ioner. RC men�oned a parishioner had requested an email on Ukraine be circulated via the Coun-
cil’s email list. Councillors resolved to politely decline due to data protec�on regula�ons on the use 
of data held by the Council. 
0522/16  TO APPOINT PARISH REPRESENTATIVES 
Councillors indicated they were content to retain their current roles. These are: 
PH.(Chair) – VAS monitoring, liaison with neighbouring parishes and local transport liaison.  
PH asked if someone would like to take on responsibility for the VAS machines. 
KG. Slapton Line Partnership and AONB. 
LN. Roads: hedges, and li�er. 
DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison. 
IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark. 
RC. Planning, road maintenance including sweeping and Kings Arms liaison. 
GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partner-
ship. 
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0522/17 TO APPOINT REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
Councillors agreed to represent the Council on the following bodies: 
Slapton Line Partnership KG and GC. 
Coleridge Associa�on PH. 
Dartmouth Caring GC. 
Ci�zens Advice GC. 
Kings Arms Pub RC. 
Parish Hall commi�ee DR. LN offered if she could confirm when the commi�ee meets. 
0522/18 DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS FOR THE COMING YEAR:    in Strete Parish Hall at 7pm 
The approved dates are as follows  
      16th June 2022 
      21st July 2022 
      18th August 2022 (if necessary) 
      15th September 2022 
      20th October 2022 
      17th November 2022 
      15th December 2022 (if necessary) 
      19th January 2023 
      16th February 2023 
      16th March 2023 
      20th April 2023 Annual Parish Mee�ng 
      18TH May 2023 Annual Mee�ng of the Parish Council 
0522/19    OTHER BUSINESS 
PH reminded the Clerk that her appraisal was due and to let him have dates. Next month’s planning 
includes an applica�on 0606/22/HHO Lower Court Barns. PH requested a site visit.  
0522/20    DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Thursday 16th June 2022 at 7pm. Venue in the Parish Hall 
unless otherwise advised. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9.55 p.m. 
Signed: Cllr Ralph Clark (Vice Chair) Dated: 16th JUNE 2022 

The London Inn and Police House. Stoke Fleming. 
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September 14th     
Lunch     PHIL EVANS                The Desert War 1940-43    
September 28th     
Coffee      EARL CONNOLLY        A Train Journey in Miniature 
October 12th          
Lunch       PETER GILL                 The Wit and Songs of Noel Coward  
October 26th          
Coffee      PETE MOORE              Being a Police Surgeon 
November 9th       
Lunch     JOHN KEEHANE            21 Years Incarcera�on in the Tower of London 
November 23rd      
LADIES LUNCH  JOHN MILES       Bound together in Whimsical Stories 
December 14th     
Lunch        ANDREW THOMPSON   Otzi The Ice Man 2023 
January 11th         
Lunch     PHIL BRADCOTT     The Fatal Shore.  
          The Transporta�on of Devon Convicts to Tasmania 
January 23rd            
Lunch       JOHN BRYANT         Bioethics and Gene�c Engineering 
January 25th                AGM  2.0PM 
Come, join us for coffee at your convenience and receive a warm welcome 
Why not give John Light, our Publicity Officer, a call and he will be pleased to give you more 
details 01803 834861 or email him on johnlight1@gmail.com  Or take a look at our website:          

PROBUS CLUB OF STOKE FLEMING AND DISTRICT 
Where friendliness ma�ers above all else 

Our main aim is to encourage men who have or are, about to re�re and 
enjoy the fruits of their labour to socialise in the congenial and relaxed 
atmosphere at our home base – the Stoke Lodge Hotel.  We are a mixed 
bunch and although our �tle states that our membership comes solely 
from those with “professional and business” experience this is certainly 
not the case.  Our members’ background and experience is as wide and 
diverse as one can imagine. 
We meet mostly twice a month at the Stoke Lodge Hotel, Stoke Fleming on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each month.  The mee�ngs commence with coffee at 10.30am 
followed by a speaker at 11.00am.  On the first Wednesday of the month we follow the 
speaker with a lunch. 
We are non-sectarian, non-poli�cal and a not-for-profit club. We support the concept of 
charitable ac�vi�es but do not undertake any fund raising or charitable works. 
WHY NOT BE OUR GUEST? 
The Probus Club of Stoke Fleming and District is pleased to announce that the Autumn 
Programme is as follows:  

h�ps:stokeflemingprobus.wixsite.com/stokeflemingprobus/programme-of-events 
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STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com       
01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD AT STRETE PARISH HALL ON THURSDAY 16th June 2022 AT 7 PM  

PRESENT: Cllr Ralph Clark (RC) (ac�ng as Chairman); Cllr Kate Gill (KG); Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC); 
Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr David Rothwell (DR); Mrs. Helen Darch 
{Clerk}; twelve members of the public. 
PUBLIC FORUM: No 10 The Plat 
A number of parishioners a�ended the mee�ng to make representa�ons on planning applica�on 
1175/22/HHO No 10 the Plat. Prior to the mee�ng the applicant had wri�en in to explain the back-
ground to the applica�on. A le�er had also been received from a parishioner which objected to the 
applica�on and three emails which did likewise. The Council then wrote a le�er sent by email to 
the applicant on June 15th to inform them that there had been feedback from other parishioners 
which raised objec�ons to aspects of the applica�on and outlined the main objec�ons known to 
the Council. Parishioners were reminded that the Parish Council were consultees in the planning 
process but did not make the final decision on applica�ons.  
At the mee�ng the applicant was invited to speak but declined. Their le�er to councillors set out 
the following aspects to the applica�on in rela�on to the planned roof extension. 
That the plans were meant to look in keeping with No 5 the Plat. To look correct and in keeping with 
the rest of the Plat on entry to the estate. That the height of the roofline was dictated by the need 
for an access door which couldn’t go through the central chimney breast.  
Five other parishioners spoke in turn. Comments made focused on an aspect of the applica�on 
which concerned a planned first-floor extension to the house above the exis�ng garage which 
would be flush with the exis�ng first-floor roofline. Parishioner comments are grouped where 
these cover similar aspects. The Joint Local Plan and the Made Strete Neighborhood Plan were 
both cited in discussion as reasons for objec�on to the applica�on. 
Adherence to the Made Strete Neighborhood Plan: SNP7 Design and Construc�on.  
Adherence to the Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local Plan 2014 -2034 
Policies DEV 20 [Place shaping and the quality of the built environment], DEV 21 [Development 
effec�ng the historic environment], DEV 23[ Landscape character], DEV 25 [ Na�onally protected 
landscapes]. In par�cular the local dis�nc�veness of the Village of Strete and emphasis on the qual-
ity of life of inhabitants. Policies SPT1 [Delivering sustainable development], SPT2 [Sustainable 
linked neighborhoods and sustainable rural communi�es].  
The South Hams AONB Planning Guidance whereby Strete is within The Area of Outstanding Natu-
ral Beauty That the greater weight on aspects of the landscape and natural beauty and designs 
should respect and enhance the landscape.  
The neighborhood of the Plat within the Conserva�on Area for Strete 
Although the applica�on is not within the conserva�on area, part of the Plat is, and appeal was 
made to the symmetry of the Plat in rela�on to the conserva�on area. 
Material planning considera�ons were deemed to include design including appearance, layout and 
scale, planning policies and guidance [as listed in these minutes e.g., DEV 20], and impacts on visual 
amenity. It was noted there is no right to a view but it was felt this was an excep�on.  
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Par�cular examples of the impact of the raised roofline were cited.  
These included the effect on No 14 The Plat which lies slightly below No 10 and according to the 
objec�ons would lose much of its evening sunlight. That the householder at No 5 the Plat would 
lose their sea views from every upstairs window. Likewise, No 1 the Plat would lose much of their 
view down the Plat. 
That the housing estate of the Plat was designed so that houses ‘fi�ed in’ and each had a view of 
the coast.   
Suggested alterna�ve   
An extension which builds into the exis�ng roofline of the garage and extends out the back of the 
house. An example of this construc�on is at no 8 the Plat.   
Requested ac�on 
To par�ally refuse the planning applica�on in respect of the first-floor extension above the garage. 
There were no objec�ons to the replacement rear conservatory, the wood burner or the driveway 
extension. The need for a construc�on management plan was cited. 
Strete Barton House.  
The applicants a�ended to explain their applica�on to change use from a bed and breakfast back 
to the original use as a single dwelling. As the applica�on is within the AONB there was a require-
ment to make an applica�on to revert back to original use. No external works would be necessary.  
It was explained that the loss of accommoda�on would not seriously impact the offer of accommo-
da�on in the village where over 80 alternate bedrooms were available and in addi�on nearby 
campsites.   
The road closure at Stoke Fleming. A parishioner asked about progress on works and when the 
road would reopen.  
Resolved the Clerk would contact Highways and come back to the parishioner. 
Hedge cu�ng below a property. A parishioner raised concerns over the removal of the hedge bank 
below the house. IC commented if this was a Devon Bank then the works were not lawful but this 
would need to be established. Also, the property was not within the Conserva�on Area and there 
was no TPO on any tree in that area. Resolved to request SHDC enforcement visit and report on 
the removal of the bank. 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The County Councillor for Devon County Council [DCC] sent a report to be read out. The Road at 
Stoke Fleming will be closed for another month. It’s incredibly frustra�ng. Phil Ellio� and his team 
did a fantas�c job and it could have been opened last week. For some reason County have allowed 
it to remain closed while the owner has a different scheme – might save them a bit of money.  
Perhaps the PC would like to contact the head of highways and ask for an explana�on?  
Robert.richards@devon.gov.uk 
Peter knows more about moving (or not) of the Memorial. And unfortunately the Adapta�on Man-
ager for the Line has le�. Not quite sure what the plans are now – will keep you informed. The 
report was received.  
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT: The District Councillor for South Hams District Council [SHDC] 
was absent and did not submit a report.  
0622/1    APOLOGIES – Cllr Peter Hales (PH) (Chairman); County Councillor Julian Brazil (JB); District 
Councillor Richard Foss (RF). 
0622/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 19th MAY 2022 
The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman.   
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0622/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered 
or other interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to 
be considered at this mee�ng. DR lives in the neighbourhood of the applica�on for No 10 The Plat 
and this was noted in view of item 4 on the agenda. 
0622/4     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
Planning applica�ons consulted on. To discuss and respond to South Hams District Council on:  
1175/22/HHO. Householder applica�on for replacement rear single storey extension, first floor 
bedroom extension over the exis�ng garage, modifica�ons to exis�ng drive to provide addi�onal 
parking including resurfacing with new impermeable surface. 10 The Plat, Strete TQ6 0SE. Resolved 
to object with comments. 
Strete Parish Council has received strong feedback and representa�on from a considerable number 
of neighbours opposing the scale and nature of the proposals. There is no doubt the property is 
extremely visible from a number of surrounding viewpoints and the proposed modifica�on would be 
quite dominant. The main objec�ons expressed by neighbours revolve around the proposals for the 
removal of the exis�ng pitched roof over the garage replacing it with built-up walls front, rear and 
side and a full height ridge and roof extension of the exis�ng roof. This will be highly visible from 
three aspects. When The Plat Development was designed careful and deliberate a�en�on was paid 
to the propor�ons and dominance of the structures so that the open nature of the development and 
the surrounding views of the AONB might be preserved. 
Strete Parish Council suggest an alterna�ve arrangement as a compromise involving reten�on of 
the exis�ng pitched garage roof and u�lisa�on of the roof space over it by building out towards the 
rear as an alterna�ve. This solu�on would have the benefit of preserving the exis�ng lower ridge 
line over the garage from the front view which would provide a much less massive appearance 
whilst s�ll providing addi�onal bedroom space. A similar solu�on has been adopted at a property 
towards the bo�om of the Plat and is much less intrusive. 
Regarding the proposed replacement sun room: Strete Parish Council has concerns about how the 
exhaust flue would be arranged given the proposed building design. Strete Parish Council has no 
comments to make about the proposed extended drive and parking arrangement. 
0606/22/HHO. Householder applica�on for single storey extension Lower Court Barns The Haylo�, 
Strete TQ6 0RW. Resolved to object with comments. The Parish Council doesn’t object to the ex-
tension but they are concerned at the design of the windows. They believe the exis�ng windows are 
more in keeping with the building itself. They would also ask the applicant to look at conserva�on 
roof lights which are discrete and consider the requirements of the neighbourhood plan dark skies 
policy.  
1890/22/FUL. Change of use from bed and breakfast accommoda�on to be used as part of the 
exis�ng single dwelling. Strete Barton, Totnes Road Strete TQ6 0RU. Resolved to support.  
Other planning ma�ers. Enforcement. Two enforcement ma�ers have been resolved. One remains 
outstanding.  
0622/5    PARISH COUNCIL TARGETS FOR 2022/23 
     This item was held over un�l the July mee�ng and the return of the Chairman. 

 
0622/6    UPDATES ON STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 

Council targets agreed for 2021/22 year.  
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Other ma�ers. Resolved the Clerk contact Sgt Abercrombie on speeding issues on the Totnes 
Road and whether speed guns can be deployed. LN men�oned the bank at the top of the Totnes 
Road is overgrown and dangerous for cars turning right onto the A1379. Resolved to report this on 
the DCC Highways website. RC has rewri�en to Highways copied RF and JB regarding the Gateway 
Project. The brown waste bins con�nue to be missed and parishioners must report these to 
www.southhams.gov.uk/missedcollec�on 
0622/7(a)  FINANCE  
Four cheques were listed for payment on the agenda, invoices circulated before the mee�ng and 
invoices approved for payment at the mee�ng. A further cheque was issued in respect of paint 
used in the playpark as a reimbursement to Mr G Campbell.  

No Project Target Resolved - latest 

1 Night Landing Site for Air 
Ambulance. 

Opera�onal by May ‘22 The land agent for the Strete 
Estate confirmed  there is no 
further informa�on un�l the 
estate is sold. DAAT has closed 
their latest grant round. They 
will work with the parish in fu-
ture funding bids. This is a long-
term goal now. £1,010.47 is 
earmarked in reserves toward 
the project. 

2 Enhanced vehicle Speed 
Control measures in the 
village. 

Opera�onal by May ‘22 The VAS is with the Clerk. To 
contact DCC Highways to site 
the machine. 

3 Raise Awareness of any 
forthcoming Green Grants 
for domes�c hea�ng, insu-
la�on etc. 

When grants are availa-
ble 

Drop-in event in Village Hall 
awaits CAB grant advisors and 
their availability. PH has re-
quested £400 from RF’s Biodi-
versity and Climate Change fund 
toward this ini�a�ve. 

4 Secure electric vehicle 
public charging facility in 
the village. 

Opera�onal by May ‘22 Need a volunteer. 

5 Iden�fy sites for tree 
plan�ng in the village. 

Plant trees in winter 
21/22 

Sites offered include Manor 
Farm. The Church will plant a 
crab-apple tree in the Church-
yard to commemorate the Pla�-
num Jubilee. IC suggested room 
for two [silver birch] trees below 
the Village Green. DCC Highways 
would need to be consulted on 
suitable trees and upkeep/
insurance issues. 



48  

 

It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payments as enumerated above.  
0622/7(b)  FINANCE  
The Clerk presented the monitoring statements for 2022/23 which cover the three months to the 
end of June 2022. Year to date total income of £9,889.78 less total expenses of £6,683.15 gives a 
net surplus of £3,206.63 to the end of June 2022.  Resolved the monitoring statements would be 
put on the website and the no�ceboards. 
0622/7(c)  FINANCE  
Cash at bank – £13,062.41 at 10/06/21 Current account. £11,311CR Business Reserve account at 
10/06/21.  
0622/7(d)  FINANCE  
The Council discussed a request by a parishioner for the Council in light of the cost-of-living crisis to 
consider a dona�on to local causes that alleviate poverty. Resolved to carry forward to July. A�er 
the mee�ng GC prepared a report to the July mee�ng. 
0622/7(e)  FINANCE  
The Council considered a proposal to fund the prepara�on of a Pla�num Jubilee album of remem-
brance. The Clerk has asked Nick Shepherd to cost up photographs and an album. The Parish Hall 
commi�ee has asked Stretewise to send photos to them. Resolved DR would consult with the 
Parish Hall Commi�ee on this. 
0622/8 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
The map of buddle holes in the Parish is s�ll being updated for the outlying areas. The sweep con-
tractor visited on Thursday 26th May. There was some feedback on how well the sweep went. Re-
solved the Clerk will write to the parishioner who expressed concern over weeds to note the 
Council will contact SHDC to get the small sweeper round and will explore eco-friendly means of 
killing weeds. 
The Clerk explained the WIFI contract had been updated to one with PlusNet at £6/month for a 
year. Under Financial Regula�ons 8.2.1a a contract under £500 requires two quotes if available. A 
list of compara�ve contract prices was circulated along with a confirmatory email se�ng out the 
terms of the contract. As this was a small value contract, it was taken out whilst the offer by 
PlusNet was available. The sim was installed in the router before the Mee�ng. This was noted.  
0622/9      OPERATION LONDON BRIDGE 
The Clerk previously circulated a report on the Council’s prepara�on for the passing of the mon-
arch. These prepara�ons and what Council must do are contained in Opera�on London Bridge 
which is a series of protocols. Resolved the Council will establish a working group to ensure the 
Council puts in place the requirements listed in the report.   
0622/10   STRETE GATE AND THE MEMORIAL 
Resolved this item to be held over un�l the July mee�ng 

1843 – Clerk salary for June £271. 1844 – Clerk expenses claim June 2021 to 
May 2022 inclusive. £221.29. 

1845 –.Savills (UK) Ltd Client A/c re Execs of 
Mr CML Toll & Execs of Mrs CML Toll annual 
rent of playpark £1. 

1846 – Hall hire for May 2 mee�ngs £35. 
  

1847 – Mr G Campbell reimbursement paint 
for playpark £46.48. 
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0622/11 DISCUSSION OF VARIOUS LAND MATTERS 
A�er the May mee�ng a paper se�ng out the next steps with the s106 grant and other issues such 
as the sale of the Strete Estate had been circulated. Resolved this item to be held over to the July 
mee�ng. 
0622/12 CLERK’S REPORT 
Report submi�ed before the mee�ng. Banking. The Council is now live for Bankline. The Clerk is 
undertaking online training and will set up the signatories but this requires yet another form to 
complete, submit and get all online. However live balances can be taken off the system. To note. 
Road safety measures. The VAS machine is with the Clerk. The Council to contact DCC to get their 
engineer to set up the machine. The Clerk has confirmed the blanket insurance cover with the in-
surer covers this and no�fied them of the addi�on to the policy. To note. 
Financial regula�ons. These have been updated for online authorisa�on when this becomes live. 
Resolved to receive and approve the updated clauses. The report was received.  
0622/13 CHAIR’S REPORT: Report submi�ed before the mee�ng. June 2022 report.  
Residents survey for improvements to leisure facili�es. Discussion con�nues over the new facili-
�es that might be provided. We have received confirma�on from the Land Agent that Strete Es-
tates is to be sold by the end of the year. The playpark is currently leased from SE at a peppercorn 
rent. Given the uncertainty, it would be reckless to commit further capital spending on play park 
equipment un�l the sale is completed. The PC will engage with residents once again when firm 
proposals come forward.  
Rt Hon Anthony Mangnall MP. By invita�on, Anthony a�ended our Parish Council mee�ng on 19th 
May, together with Roger English from the Slapton Line Partnership. Mr Mangnall was given the 
floor for an hour before the start of the Parish Council mee�ng and spoke for about 30 minutes on 
his hopes and aspira�ons for ensuring the future of the road across Slapton Line, He then took 
ques�ons from the floor. About 30 residents a�ended. Notes from the mee�ng will be approved by 
the PC at the mee�ng on 16th June, and published in the normal way.  
Bus Consulta�on by Devon County. Nothing further to report. DCC are currently finalising a new 
plan explaining which priori�es they intend to direct the reduced amount of money towards. Once 
this has been prepared, they will then move to a full public consulta�on, which looks as if it is now 
delayed from the May �metable promised. The work that went into compiling the BSIP will have to 
be revisited. ‘Ring and Ride’ services are likely to feature in the outcomes.  
HM The Queen's Pla�num Jubilee Anniversary in June. A range of planned events were enjoyed by 
many Parish residents over the Pla�num Jubilee weekend in early June. Congratula�ons to the 
organisa�ons and individuals who very successfully planned and organised the ac�vi�es.  
Distribu�on of the commemora�ve China mugs which will be given to every Parish resident aged 
16 or under on 5th June is well underway. There are a few surplus mugs available, interested par-
�es should please contact the Parish Clerk. Resolved IC and LN to obtain mugs and donate to fa-
vourite chari�es. 
Slapton Line Partnership. Sam Lew, the newly appointed Adapta�on Manager at the SLP, has  
resigned from his post with effect from July. This has effec�vely led to the collapse of the Partner-
ship and will result in a period of reconsidera�on as to the future of the organisa�on. Input from 
the Ward Members and the principal founding organisa�ons is awaited.  
Proposed reloca�on of the Slapton Line Memorial. A�er repeated a�empts to reach agreement 
with the FSC over maintenance of the proposed reloca�on site at Strete Gate, Stokenham and 
Strete Parishes have reluctantly concluded that such an agreement will not be possible. It follows 
that it will be necessary to find a different site for the Memorial, and re-engage the six Parish Coun-
cils. 
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Since SHDC is already commi�ed to expanding the car park site at Strete Gate, it has been suggest-
ed that it might be possible to incorporate the Memorial into a corner of the expanded Strete Gate 
car park. This proposal would involve sacrificing perhaps four car parking spaces, but would bring 
with it a number of advantages:-  
�� A new ‘hard’ site which would be easily accessible to all on land owned or long term leased by 

SHDC  
�� A site which would require minimal maintenance of the surrounding area, and hence would be 

cheaper in the longer term than maintenance of grass and wild habitat  
�� A site which is capable of being easily temporarily adapted to accommodate special occasions, 

parades etc  
The proposal would require SHDC to assume ownership of the memorial and flagpoles on behalf of 
the residents of the six Parishes, and provide insurance cover. A deal would need to be worked out 
over maintenance of the Memorial structure and inscrip�ons.  
Piers Spence at Stokenham believes that this proposal has some merit, and will unofficially suggest 
it to the two Ward members this week for their reac�on, before re-engaging the six Parishes.  
An alterna�ve sugges�on of leaving the Memorial in its current posi�on but protec�ng it from the 
sea, has been rejected as unworkable.  
Climate Change Emergency. Nothing further to report.  
Waste Collec�ons. In the past month further scheduled brown bin collec�ons have been missed. 
There is no clear explana�on of the circumstances, other than the contractor is currently only car-
rying out about 40% of scheduled brown bin collec�ons in order that black bin waste, food waste 
and recycling collec�ons can be maintained. Residents are urged to report such lapses to the SHDC 
online waste repor�ng service on each and every occasion that a scheduled collec�on of any sort is 
missed.  
Night Landing Site for the Devon Air Ambulance. Nothing further to report.  
Post Box on Hynetown Road. Nothing further to report. Resolved to chase this up with Royal 
Mail.  The Chair’s report was received. 
0622/14 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS: Reports were circulated prior to the mee�ng. PH. This re-
port was given under 0622/13.  
KG. Slapton Line Partnership and AONB. Currently I have nothing to offer in view of the fact that 
Sam Lew has resigned his posi�on - we await informa�on from the AONB and our MP Anthony 
Mangnall. Thank you, Helen, for your emails with Ollie about the incident at Strete Gate early to-
day. 
LN. Roads: hedges, and li�er. I have li�le to report on the roads but the village is par�cularly busy 
with the road closure at Stoke Fleming and there is an increased amount of traffic on the Totnes 
Road.  I have heard reports of people being delayed by up to 40 minutes because of buses and 
large vehicles trying to pass each other.  In addi�on the turning onto the Dartmouth road from the 
Totnes road is very challenging as there is a lot of vegeta�on, I don’t know if it is possible to have a 
word with the Council about this. In other areas the vegeta�on has grown out more quickly than 
usual and some site lines are quite difficult. 
There is also quite a large pothole on the Totnes road towards the top of the hill, I need to inves�-
gate it further. 
The li�er pick was successful but sadly there were few a�endees but a good clear up of li�er in the 
centre of the village and down the Totnes road was done.  It was concluded that normally we  
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would not li�er pick at this �me of year as the traffic was quite busy, but because of the Jubilee we 
wanted the village to look as �dy as possible.  Thanks to Kate Gill for refreshments. 
The fence on the A379 towards Dartmouth has now been replaced and looks very smart.  
Sue Hadow in Blackawton contacted me about this project and I will say more about it at the 
mee�ng.  Basically they are raising money [about £27,000] for a project to reintroduce around 800 
water voles down the Gara river in four different places. She would like to come and talk to the 
Parish Council in September about this project.  They have some funding in the pipeline.  
Resolved to ask RF about some money from his biodiversity fund. 
DR. Health and safety, Parish Hall liaison. Defibrillator. The defibrillator con�nues to be moni-
tored. I am currently in discussion with the South West Ambulance Service to arrange a defibrillator 
training session in October. 
I a�ended the last mee�ng of the Parish Hall Commi�ee and the following points were discussed.  
The new parish hall website is now up and running giving details of the hall, a facility to book and 
pay on line is now available. New signage is being arranged for outside the hall which will give all 
contact details. A training session is being planned for the use of fire ex�nguishers, and any council-
lor is welcome to a�end once the date has been agreed.  
A review of the jubilee street party celebra�ons concluded that it was a great success. 
The next event will be the Summer BBQ and Jazz evening to be held on Saturday 6th August be-
tween 4 and 8.30pm. Tickets will be available for a cost of £8.50, to include the first burger or 
hotdog. The no�ce board outside the hall can be congested at �mes, and all those pu�ng placing 
ar�cles are asked to keep within their designated space. 
A welcome le�er giving details of the village, its facili�es, events, useful contact informa�on, is  
now being created, and is proposed to be given to all new householders when they move into the 
village. The previous issues with the emptying of the dog bins seems to have been resolved. 
IC. Rights of Way, Tree warden, Strete Gate and Playpark.  Footpaths/Bridleways. On Tree war-
den "Front", nothing desperate has appeared, apart from the ongoing Ash Die-back problem, but 
we need to be a bit vigilant with regard to people using this disease as a good excuse for felling 
trees for those all-important "Sea views" etc.! Encouragingly, a lot of Ash trees under suspicion, 
have now produced full foliage since receiving some significant rain-fall. Two trees have been cut 
down by the Crest. 
Footpaths/ Bridleways:- Even with the a�en�ons of the strimmer clearance crew, the paths seem 
to be overgrowing by the day. Some posts on the S.W. Coast path have now been renewed/
replaced. A considerable number of Adders, basking in the sun, are in evidence now...! Dog owners 
be warned...!! 
Strete Gate:- A couple of things that I've noted, during regular check-ups. The S.G. car park itself, 
could do with a good clean-up around the periphery, because, although the build-up of Pine nee-
dles isn't "life-threatening" in itself, that which dogs/dog-owners are leaving behind, is 'none too 
pleasant' It is probably a job for the small S.H.D.C. road-sweeper, maybe...? The other item, which 
IS poten�ally life threatening, is the fact that I have personally witnessed TWO car hand-brake fail-
ures in the last 3 weeks...! One car hit a tree at the bo�om  of the carpark, but the other one "flew 
down", backwards, and smashed into the steel girder  at the entrance...! A minute later, or earlier, 
and someone would have maybe suffered broken legs, or been killed...! A sign, instruc�ng drivers 
to leave cars in gear, as well as  'Hand-brakes on', I feel, is an essen�al addi�ve. Resolved to ask 
SHDC to clean up around the carpark. To look into signage that reminds motorists to engage 
hand brake and gear. 
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Play-park;- Thanks to Graham, for ge�ng to grips with some pain�ng of equipment, which looks 
much be�er. there is s�ll an ongoing "snagging list", not urgent, but needing a�en�on. 
RC. Planning and Neighbourhood Plan, road maintenance including sweeping and Kings Arms 
liaison. PC Report – June 2022.  
Neighbourhood Plan. With the reported sale of Strete Estate by the current owners it may become 
necessary to review the NP should any new owner seek to discuss poten�al development within 
the exis�ng se�lement boundary of the village. Volunteers to undertake this review would be wel-
come. 
The Kings Arms. The commi�ee con�nues to seek addi�onal staff to enable 7-day opening. This 
includes an assistant to the chef, a kitchen porter and part �me or full �me Front of House staff.  
The Management Team believe a Front of House Opera�ons Manager is needed to support staff 
and manage the day-to-day organisa�onal issues associated with hospitality that arise.  
The Kings Arms 2-day beer fes�val in support of the village ac�vi�es to celebrate the Queen’s Pla�-
num Jubilee were a success on the Friday with glorious weather and lots of visitors. On Saturday 
the day started with a number of commi�ee members in the garden holding down the gazebos 
during the heavy rain and gale force winds. As the day progressed, condi�ons improved and the 
both the Dart Valley Stompers jazz band and the Boatnotes swung into ac�on to provide entertain-
ment alongside the food offering of the day from the kitchen and front of house teams.  
The Kings Arms is ready to welcome locals and visitors alike as the weather starts to warm up giving 
a calming feel to everyone visi�ng the pub. The menu has been revamped to take into account the 
�me of year with the poten�al of more outside food and events taking place.  
Village Sweeping, Fuge Road and Gateway Scheme. The village sweep in May was delayed by a 
couple of days as the result of reasons beyond the PC control. The PC received complaints from 
some residents in Start Bay Park that weeds in the hammer heads were not being cleared or swept. 
Also, a complaint from one resident that the sharp bend in Vicarage Lane was not being swept. The 
removal of weeds with weed killer has been discussed in the past by the PC with the decision to not 
use weed killer being a majority decision on environmental grounds. The mechanical sweeper used 
by the road sweeping contractor is too large to manoeuvre the sharp bend in Vicarage Lane. The PC 
is reliant on SHDC undertaking this responsibility with the small urban sweeper when it is in the 
area. Removal of weeds is on the agenda for the PC mee�ng this month. The next village sweep is 
planned for 16th August 2022. 
The PC is s�ll wai�ng to hear back from Devon Highways in respect of the proposal submi�ed to 
reduce vehicle speeding by installing a line marking gateway scheme to encourage vehicles ap-
proaching the village near Manor Farm camp site to observe the 20mph speed limit. This was sub-
mi�ed in January, but no response has been received so far despite follow-ups from the PC. 
GC. Village Green, Prideaux Lane, campervans and carparks, social care and Slapton Line partner-
ship. Village Green I have requested that Greenspace deal with the very long verges and the area 
by the VAS machine,  that has not been cut for a while. I have cut back a couple of buddleias that 
were choking a silver birch tree. Ian and I are going to have a discussion about maintenance of the 
wooded copse which is ge�ng heavily overgrown each year.  
I have repainted one of the metal climbing frames on the playground with the special non 
slip paint,  the other had to have some an� rust paint first,  so I will get it finished this week.  An-
other �n of paint was needed. The non-slip paint needs to be sanded down before the equipment 
is ready for use. 
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The disastrous news re the early departure of the Adapta�on manager, Sam Lews, has created 
severe problems for the Slapton Line Partnership.  The delay so caused creates a real challenge for 
the SLP. I was worried by the absence of any reference to the maintenance and protec�on of the 
Line road in the references to the SLP. goals. There are sugges�ons that the SLP should be reap-
praised.  
Ci�zens Advice con�nues to have a good number of clients on Mondays in the Community Cafe, 
10.30 - 1.30.    We are providing screens for added privacy for consulta�ons.   Predictably, CA have 
an increasing number of contacts from clients at the moment. CA have fuel vouchers available for 
those having difficulty in dealing with their electric and gas bills. These are only available if you pay 
using a prepayment meter, card or token. Dartmouth Caring con�nue to do hospital li�s, early 
booking is advised. Reports were received.  
0622/15    CORRESPONDENCE: All correspondence has been circulated to councillors.  
0622/16    OTHER BUSINESS: None was raised. 
0622/17    DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   Thursday 21st July 2022 at 7pm. Venue in the  
Parish Hall unless otherwise advised. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 9.21 p.m. 
Signed: Cllr Peter Hales (Chairman) Dated: 21st JULY 2022. 
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Now 2020 AD and Then 9,000 BC/BCE  

The Queen’s sole job is to lay eggs with which to replenish the hive or colony; she can lay up 
to 2,000 eggs a day which will be several �mes her own body weight. Her working girls a�end 
her every need, feeding her and removing her waste.  
Only pollen and honey are fed to these as it is not as rich as royal jelly, so the eggs/larvae be-
come workers not queens. The white grub-like larva moults (sheds its outer covering) five 
�mes during the six days. Total �me from egg to adult is 24 days.  
Significantly the workers also lick her; this allows them to obtain pheromones from her which 
prevents them from rearing another Queen. As she gets older her pheromone level drops and 
they ins�nc�vely know they should prepare for another Sovereign. Hence bee balling! 
Our modern-day hives try to bring some commercial order to honey produc�on. 
The bo�om layer/deep super of the hive is the 
bees’ home. It is topped with a queen excluder 
which prevents her from laying eggs in the layers 
above effec�vely in their ‘larder’; which we in turn 
will steal. 
The larders are called ‘honey supers’. They contain 
evenly spaced frames which are loaded with pre-
made templates of bees’ wax onto which the bees 
are able to create cells which in turn they will fill 
with honey. This saves a higgledy piggledy mass of 
comb from which it is difficult to extract the honey. 
It also means the bees can be given back the 
frames with cells premade, which if damaged they 
will return to serviceable working order.  
The worker bees all girls have different jobs at 
different stages in their lives. Some are called 
“forager” bees; they collect nectar from flowering 
plants. They drink the nectar, and store it in their crop, known as the honey stomach, which is 
used solely for storage. (These are the bees that do the waggle dance which tells their sisters 
where to go for their share of the crop!!) 
The forager bee takes the nectar (sucrose) back to the hive, and regurgitates it directly into 
the crop of a “processor” bee which is wai�ng at the entrance. This bee takes the nectar 30% 
sugar and 70% water to the honeycomb, which tends to be near the top of the hive, and now 
regurgitates it into a hexagonal wax cell where it adds an enzyme called invertase. This pro-
cess turns the sugar/water to glucose/fructose/water. The forager bee has to make many 
journeys to fill a cell.  
But now the nectar needs to ripen; this is when the bees do their ripening of their crop 
by fanning their wings, crea�ng airflow to help the water evaporate from the nectar. 
Properly ripened honey contains less than 18.6% of moisture. Once the nectar has ripened 
into honey, it contains so li�le water that no microbes can grow in it; that keeps it from be-
coming contaminated by bacteria or fungi. At this stage, the processor bees “cap” the cell 
with an air�ght wax seal. If the cap is not air�ght, the honey will absorb moisture from the air, 
making it suscep�ble to bacterial or fungal growth. (This is also why it’s important to screw 
the lid back on your jar of honey – to keep it safe!) 

Outer Cover 
Inner Cover 

 
Honey Supers 

 
 

Queen Excluder 
 
 

Deep Super 
 

Bo�om Board 
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So having set up your hive – the bees have done their bit - you now have to access it!!!! 
The (hive robber) apiarist needs to be well protected from disgruntled bees. Enter bee suits 
like we made back in the 1980’s - complete with smokers for making the bees drowsy and 
hive tools for helping separate errant wax deposits between the frames and supers. A so� 
brush or a feather is used for gently brushing bees from the frames when they are li�ed out. 
Most o�en this is done with a brush, but to be eco-friendly and help prevent the spread of 
disease a feather is more disposable. Manor Farm geese stand by to make a dona�on to the 
honey crop!!  
Then there is all the paraphernalia for extrac�ng our precious product - capping knives, sepa-
rators, ripeners and not least jars, suitable packaging for the latest in small presenta�ons and 
the labels. You can now buy honeycomb casse�es. These are shapes set in supers/frames and 
come with their own special presenta�on wooden boxes; as gi� wrapped. 
A�er extrac�on honey is allowed to ripen. Having un-capped the comb, 
put it in the centrifuge, and extracted the liquid gold we s�ll need to 
‘ripen’ it. This part of the process allows the impuri�es – solids – wax – 
bubbles and some moisture to float to the top/evaporate. The honey is 
drawn from the bo�om of the  ripener via a tap and straight into a jar. 
Pure liquid gold!!! 
Honey in modern �mes has gone under the microscope!!                                                        
Put briefly it can alleviate allergies – boost memory – suppress coughs – aid sleep – treat dan-
druff – treat wounds and burns. 
More specifically we have discovered that honey can be used to overcome liver, cardiovascu-
lar and gastrointes�nal problems because natural honey exhibits bactericidal ac�vity against 
many organisms including Salmonella, Helicobacter pylori and others. Research has also 
shown that honey has an�-inflammatory proper�es and s�mulates immune responses within 
a wound. An Aunt of mine was prescribed a honey dressing for a leg ulcer some years ago and 
recently one of my pets was prescribed a topical Manuka honey prepara�on to promote heal-
ing in a wound. Natural honey contains traces of about 200 different substances, but is of 
course as we know from the ripening process mainly sugar in the form of fructose and glucose 
plus water. 
A note of cau�on: It should not be given to children/babies under the age of one year be-
cause it is likely to contain spores of Clostridium botulinum bacteria; this is found in dirt and 
dust. Children of this age do not have the immunity to protect themselves from botulism 
caused by these bacteria. 
There are many varie�es of honey available to us in the UK – many from far flung corners of 
the world – probably one of the most famous is Manuka from New Zealand which originates 
from the blossom of the Manuka tree. It is famously used in the trea�ng of MRSA a very scary 
infec�on to have. Of course, all honey can be eaten but the taste varies considerably; and 
though I have never knowingly had any I understand it tastes a bit medicinal. Other flowers 
which produce good honey are clover - ‘blossom’ as in orchard – acacia and rape seed. 
They can be purchased in several different forms – liquid – set/crystallized – set/creamed and 
in the comb. Favourite drinks in the middle ages were mead and white ale. Liquid honey goes 
into the making of mead. It wasn’t safe to drink water unless boiled – alcohol was brewed and 
had a natural sterilizer. 

Thank you bees – our world and our lives 
would not be the same without you. 
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We really 
welcome 

dogs 

Perfect for walkers and nature lovers, 
comfy C18th cottages in 20 acres of 

unspoilt S Devon valley in AONB, 
upstream from 

Slapton Ley National Nature Reserve. 
Own fenced garden, log burner, walks from 

the cottage door.
Close to beaches and pretty villages. 

A real digital detox and off the grid holiday.
Holidays like they used to be, 

away from it all….

Open all year short breaks available.

Phone us on 01803 901743
enquiries@watermillcottages.co.uk
or see www.watermillcottages.co.uk

 Adver�sing in Stretewise 
Stretewise is the Strete Village 
and surrounding district  
magazine.  
Why not adver�se your services 
in the Stretewise magazine.  
We have an expanding  
distribu�on base which could  
benefit your customer  
awareness?  
The magazine is published  
bi-monthly. Your ad is included 
in six issues over the year. 
The adver�sing subscrip�on  
is for a year December to  
December. 
A5 full page £150 (six issues) 
(£25 per ad) 
Half Page (A5) £40 (six issues) 
(£6.66p per ad) 
One third page £25 (six issues) 
(£4.16p per ad) 
Contact: 
stretewise@outlook.com  
or Dave Jones 01803 770059.  

A Big Thank You to the Stretewise delivery team:  
Brenda Range, Liane Baldock, Colleen Seymour, Heather Robinson,  

Joan Kendall, Chris Burne, John Goldring, Rosemarie Stevens, David Wall 

and Trudy Rothwell and not forge�ng Monica, Andy, Sally at the Strete 

Post Office and Stores. 



59  

 

 

01548 853322 
KINGSBRIDGE 

For help and advice regarding 
your animals, large or small, 
contact our friendly staff.  

Stumpy Post Surgery, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 4BL  

www.selworthyvets.co.uk 
recep�on@selworthyvets.co.uk 
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The Field Studies Council 
Spring Events at Slapton Ley 

Booking essen�al where required:  
Please book online by visi�ng: 
h�ps://www.field-studies-council.org/loca�ons/slaptonleynnr/  
Scroll down and click on Walks and Nature Experiences.  
If you do not have the facili�es to book online, please contact us on 01548 580466. 
Celebrate Start Bay          
Sunday 21st August 11–5pm 
Do you love the outdoors and environment? If so, this mini fes�val is for you! and what’s 
more it is free entry. Music, stories, demonstra�ons, and talks will be on throughout the day. 
Local sustainable stall holders will be selling their products, Free hands-on environmental 
ac�vi�es will be put on by local chari�es, and food and drinks will keep you refreshed 
throughout the day.  
•Free entry to the event • Parking £5 • No booking required . 

Are YOU interested in learning NEW skills, whilst spending �me in the beau�ful Slapton Ley 
Na�onal Nature Reserve? 

Would you like to: 
��Support a great cause? 
��Share your talent and energy with a group of caring individuals? 
��Learn new skills? 
��Meet like-minded people? 
��Have an incredible amount of fun whilst doing all of the above?  

At Slapton Ley we are offering the opportunity for you to discover new experiences and skills 
whilst volunteering on exci�ng projects around the na�onal nature reserve. As volunteers 
you get to explore some of the most hidden areas of the nature reserve. Whatever �me you 
can give will have a huge impact on the special wildlife which call the nature reserve home. 
Imagine the experience 

��Plan�ng trees and scrub crea�ng new homes for rare Cirl Bun�ngs. 
��Monitoring bu�erflies through wildflower meadows. 
��Helping to create rus�c and natural benches, fences and signs for the many paths 

and trails. 
��Sharing knowledge and experiences with the public on walks and events. 

Can you spare some �me? please contact Alice at: volunteer.sl@field-studies-council.org 



Strete Post Office and Store:  
Pay in telephone, electric, water rates, foreign  
currency and postal services round the world. 
If you bank with an English Bank such as:  
NatWest, Lloyds TSB, Barclaysthe CO-OP, Cahoot, Alliance 
and Leicester, or Smile, you can deposit and pay cheques.  
Withdrawals or deposit of cash can be made via your card 
(and PIN number).   

All contributions to the magazine are welcome:  
Recipes, Crosswords (not cryptic) Articles, Letters. However, the editor reserves the 
right as to whether to include, edit or adjust the content. Contributions should be sent 
to stretewise@outlook.com or hard copies of contributions can be left at the to the 
Post Office or delivered to the Editor:  
Stretewise, 27 Start Bay Park, Strete, TQ6 0RY. 
Copy deadline for the next issue October—November will be 23rd September 2022. 
Stretewise is either £1 per copy purchased from the shop or £4 for a yearly  
subscription of six issues.  
To subscribe for 2022, send £4 to the editor, Stretewise, 
Strete TQ6 0RY, pay your distributor or pay at the  
Strete Post Office and Stores.  
Please provide your name, address and the date you paid. 
Stretewise Adver�sing: Contact stretewise@outlook.com  
or Dave Jones 01803 770059.  




