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Directory 

BASH      Ali Denham     01548 854 474 
Devon County Councillor   Julian Brazil     01548 511 109 
District Councillor    Richard Foss     01548 511 234 
Doctors (Chillington)       Chillington Health Centre   01548 580 214 
Doctors (Dartmouth)       01803 832 212 
Highways     Devon County Council   0845 155 1004 
Kings Arms     h�ps://kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk/  07742 473266  
Parish Council Chairman    Kate Gill  
Parish Council Clerk     Helen Darch    01803 770 018 
Parish Hall Commi�ee Chair   Penny Penhale    01803 771 005   
Parish Hall Bookings     Lesley Andrew    01803 770 071 
Probus      Graham Lewis     01803 712 248  
RSPCA          01803 859 695 
Short Mat Bowls Secretary    Tony Andrew    01803 770071 
Strete Social Club     Dorothy Teal    01803 770 982 
       Judy Bedggood    01803 770 063  
South West Water     Report leaks    0800 230 0561 
St John the Bap�st Church    Fr Sunny Paul    01803 853 406 
St Michaels Church     Revd. Alison Shaw    01803 770 868 
Strete Chapel      Derek & Gill Harris - Tony & Jan Atkins 01803 770 256 
       Tony & Jan Atkins    01548 580 227 
Stretewise Editor     Dave Jones     01803 770 059 
Totnes Ring and Ride       01803 867 878 
Tree Warden      Ian Cumberlidge    01803 770 020 
Local Emergency Services 
Emergency Fire, Ambulance, Police and Coastguard   999 or 112 
Non-emergency contact with emergency services   101 

NHS Direct  0845 4647 
Torbay Hospital 01803 614 567 Derrifiord Hospital 01752 212 082 
Totnes Hospital  01803 862 622 Kingsbridge  01546 852 349 

Strete Post Office and Stores        01803 770 225  
Opening Times:  Monday-Friday 7.30am to 5.00pm,  
Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm, Sunday 8.00am to 12.00pm 

Stoke Fleming Library Village Hall  John Lewis     01803 770 075 
Monday 3.00pm to 5.00pm, Tuesday 10.30pm to 12.30pm,  
Thursday 3.00pm to 5.00pm. Or 24 hours at devon.gov.uk/libraries 
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Happy New Year everyone! and it is my hope and prayer for all of us 
that it really is a more posi�ve one. 
I do hope you have all had a meaningful Christmas, and – I'm sure you had to make 
many changes to your Christmas 2020 
In the light of worries, even beyond COVID, about the extent of pollu�on, over-use 
of plas�cs, and global climate change that has became very apparent and those 
wonderful and terrifying programmes from David A�enborough, I've thought  
differently about Christmas gi�s too. 

In our family, we gave presents for children in this country who 
live in poverty and would not have otherwise had a present, 
because I was conscious that we have far too much and really 
had no need for any more. We gave some dona�ons to help 
those overseas to help with plan�ng trees 
to appease our carbon footprint and  
counteract the burning and clearing of the 
rain forests. We sponsored ‘Send a Cow’ to 
help those in famines in Africa and through 
Chris�an Aid and Embrace the Middle East 
my family and friends received a card  
telling them they'd sponsored a goat, a beehive, a pair of fruit 
trees, a school bag packed with sta�onery. 
For the sake of our children and our children’s children, we all 
have, I believe, to make changes ourselves and to encourage 
those in commerce and businesses to be pioneering in the  
areas of recycling and using less plas�c. Much, much more 
needs to be done, and if we all do it walking together though 
life, it will make a great and necessary difference. 
As we come into 2021, hopefully with a new posi�ve a�tude 

about making changes and being more mature in our understanding and  
responsibility about all life, we can become more ac�ve in caring for our planet. 
COVID is s�ll very much with us, and the restric�ons we con�nue to face, but I hope 
we've learnt a li�le about responsibility, gra�tude and society. 
God’s nature is always to provide for us and to forgive us when we get it wrong - 
that is partly what the celebra�on of the coming of God in Jesus Christ at Christmas 
is about. However, Jesus goes on in his life to teach, heal and show us the way of 
death and resurrec�on. 
We are all God’s created children so the poten�al for love, peace and joy is greatly 
within us. 
Every blessing Reverend Alison  
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St. Michael’s Church 
Totnes Road Strete Dartmouth.  
The Vicar is Revd. Alison Shaw. 
The PCC consists of: Church Wardens:  
Sally Green 01803 712 438 Brenda Range  
Andrea Phillips (Treasurer) Sally Green (Ac�ng Secretary)  
PCC members- Sheila Kingsley Smith and Joan Kendall. 

Stretewise Magazine Subscrip�on 
2021 

Thank you to those that have already responded.  
To order your six issues of Stretewise, for 2021, please make your payment and add 
your details to a subscrip�on slip at the shop.  
Payment for six magazine issues 2021 = £4.00 
email: stretewise@outlook.com              www.stretewise.co.uk 

Subscrip�ons for 
Stretewise 2021 
are now due. 

The South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)  
60 at 60 campaign
We have also decided to raise some funds 
for Young Carers from South Devon to 
have some respite days out on the coast 
next summer. We are asking people to 
walk the 60 miles of the South West Coast 
Path in the AONB to celebrate the 60th 
Anniversary. The �mescale is between now 
and April 2021 and people can do this as 
individuals or groups, collec�ng sponsor-
ship for their efforts. Our target is £6000. We as a team are comple�ng the walk and 
if 40 Parishes donated £25 each we would raise £1000.  
Full details can be found here: h�p:/www.southdevonaonb.org,uk/60at60/ 
Many thanks for your support. Kind regards: Lynne Maurer, Adam Davison 

There will be no services held here during January 2021 
THE CHURCH WILL BE OPEN ON SUNDAYS & WEDNESDAYS  

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. For PRIVATE PRAYER 
Please adhere to Covid Rules. 
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Stretewise 
Crossword 

Solu�on on page 76 
Across:  
1: A colourless  
pungent liquid acid 
C2H4O2. 
3: A non-metal  
element.  
9: A unit of weight. 
10: One qualified to 
vote. 
11: An extra seed cov-
ering, typically col-
oured and hairy or 
fleshy. 
13: A piece of turf cut 
out of the ground by a 
golf club. 
14: Run slowly while 
disconnected from a 
load or out of gear.   
15: Produce a sigh 
relief. 
17:  Interna�onal code signal of extreme distress. 18: A drink is taken as an  
expression of honour or goodwill.  21: Spanish land near water or the coast.   
22: Hard but liable to break easily.  23: An Indian musical instrument like a dulcimer. 
24: Having removed unwanted plants from an area of ground.  25: A shape that  
widens progressively towards the end.  
Down:  
1: Rise or move up through the air.  2: Bubbles in a liquid.  4: A sauce made of egg 
yolks, garlic, salt, and olive oil.  5: A living �ssue that makes up the body's  
skeleton.  6: Provoke or annoy someone. 7: A magical charm or incanta�on.   
8: A medical instrument used in listening to sounds produced within the body.  
12: A public open-air swimming pool. 16: To be honest and follow good moral  
standards. 17: Change rapidly and repeatedly from one posi�on.  
19: Paired, branched structures that are made en�rely from bone and are  
shed yearly.  20: Fearful or apprehensive, especially trembling from fear.  
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The world war  in 1917 had become a 
bloody stalemate in France, and a 
deadly contest at sea. Merchant ship 
losses  to German submarines, 1-in-4 
on each trans-Atlan�c passage,  
threatened to starve Great Britain  
into submission.  
In 1917, a young British artist named 
Norman Wilkinson le� the Illustrated 
London News and joined the Royal 
Navy Volunteer Reserve during World 
War I. It was Wilkinson who came up 
with a solu�on to reduce shipping 
losses while serving on a Royal Navy 
patrol ship. His idea was instead of 
trying to hide a ship, the smoke of a 
ship’s coal-fired  engines made that 
impossible, you drew a�en�on to 
them in ways that tricked the eye. 
The Royal Navy had nothing to lose, 
and agreed to let Wilkinson test out 
his theory.  

‘Dazzle-ships in  
Drydock at Liverpool’ by  
Edward Alexander Wadsworth  
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To execute a surprise a�ack, a U-boat wolf pack captain had to dive and remain  
almost sta�onary while a target approached. Being in the right posi�on required 
good planning and an accurate assessment of the target’s course and direc�on.  
Razzle Dazzle distorted that assessment, leaving the U-boat well out of the target’s 
path and torpedo range. It distorted a ship’s appearance sufficiently for the U-boat 
commanders to incorrectly predict where to submerge and wait for their prey.  
“The primary object of this scheme was not so much to cause the enemy to miss a 
shot when actually in the firing posi�on, but to mislead him, when the ship was first 
sighted, as to the correct posi�on to take up.” Norman Wilkinson Inventor of the 
Bri�sh Dazzle System, 1919. 
Each Bri�sh pa�ern was unique, and many of the designs were created by women 
from the Royal Academy of Arts, London. Designs were tested on wooden models, 
viewed through a periscope in a studio in order to assess how they would work at 
sea. The United States Navy followed the development of Dazzle in Great Britain  
with great interest. In March 1918, it established its own program, which built on  
and expanded the Bri�sh Dazzle system. 
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The American version was 
dubbed “Razzle Dazzle” 
a�er the work of Abbo� 
Thayer. Applied to thou-
sands of ships built during 
the war and combined with 
developing an�-submarine 
measures, Razzle Dazzle 
helped reverse the �de of 

the U-boat war to break the stalemate in Europe.  
Dazzle's effec�veness was however highly uncertain at 
the �me of the First World War, but it was nonetheless 
adopted both in the UK and North America. In 1918, the 
Admiralty analysed shipping losses, but was unable to 
draw clear conclusions. Dazzle ships had been a�acked 
in 1.47% of sailings, compared to 1.12% for uncamou-
flaged ships sugges�ng increased visibility, but as  
Wilkinson had argued, dazzle was not a�emp�ng to 
make ships hard to see.   
A�er the Second World War, the universal adop�on 
of radar made tradi�onal camouflage generally less 
effec�ve, and led to development of stealth ships, a 
form of radar camouflage.  

RMS Olympic in dazzle at Halifax, Nova 
Sco�a painted by Arthur Lismer, 1919 
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The evolu�on of the zebra's two-tone coat has intrigued scien�sts for over 150 
years. Zebras  traveling in large herds, in which they stay very close to one another. 
It is highly unlikely a large gathering of zebras would be able to escape a lion's  
no�ce, but their stripes help them use this large size to their advantage. When the 
zebras keep together as a big group, the pa�ern of zebra's stripes blend in with  
the stripes of the zebras around it. This is confusing to the lion, who sees a large,  
moving, striped mass instead of many 
individual zebras.  
New researchers from the University 
of Bristol and UC Davis, California, 
USA, have added evidence to the  
theory that band white stripes may 
be there to stop flies from landing  
on the creatures. Researchers did  
an experiment in which they put  
zebra-pa�erned coats on to the  
horses. Fewer horse flies landed on 
the horses wearing the stripy coats.  
The researchers now think the  
stripes dazzle the flies so they can't 
land properly.  
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On March 12, 1919, the Chelsea Arts Club held a costume party, called a 
Dazzle Ball, at Royal Albert Hall in London.  
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HMS President covered in dazzle camouflage on the River Thames, London  
by German ar�st, Tobias Rehberger. Completed in July 2014, the WW1 warship 
HMS President on the Thames was repainted in ‘dazzle camouflage,’ as part of  
14-18 NOW, the official cultural programme to commemorate the centenary of the 
First World War . 

The ‘Dazzle’ ar�orm 
con�nues to be revived 
through it’s original  
applica�on on ships  
but also luxury yachts 
and fashion. 
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Philip Ellio�   
Company Director  
01803 770787   07974 382158   
philip@ellio�-construc�on.co.uk   
www.ellio�-construc�on.co.uk   

Sunnyhurst  Baileys Meadow  Stoke Fleming TQ6 0QD 

Building company established 1980 in Stoke Fleming.   

Projects have included:     
Stoke Fleming Village Hall.   
Houses at Deer Combe, houses by the Green Dragon,   
Frenchman’s Creek.  

ELLIOTT Construc�on  01803 770787   
A�en�on to detail and quality.  
Tradi�onal skills without living in the past.   

Beau�ful garden design  
in the South West.  
Experienced Qualified  
Trained Local Garden  
Designer.    
Dartmouth Born and Bred   
- familiar with plant tolerances 
for climate and condi�on.  
Qualified garden and plan�ng  
designer experienced in wide  
variety of styles.   
RHS trained in advanced  
hor�culture.   

Complete Garden Design 
offered or individual  
borders or areas. 

shoreline 
pplanting design 

Julie Ellio�  
01803 770787  
m 07989 564082  
julie_ellio�@hotmail.com 

From 

Beau�ful Garden    
Design in the  
South West 
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Asherne Dexters 
 

Quality locally reared Dexter beef  
for sale10kg /14kg boxes mixed beef       

(roasting, mince, steaks etc) £11.00 per kg 
 

Smaller quantities can mix to suit your needs, price  
depends on requirement, all packed ready for deep freeze 

Also 
Quality local Lamb ¼ – ½ ready for deep freeze 

Contact Pam 
Tel: 07948117001 or 01803770587 
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h�ps://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_	id=10157560995221175&id=558846174  
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We really 
welcome 

dogs 

Perfect for walkers and nature lovers, comfy 
C18th cottages in 20acres of unspoilt S Devon 

valley in AONB, upstream from Slapton Ley 
National Nature Reserve. Own fenced garden, 

log burner, walks from the cottage door. 
Close to beaches and pretty villages.  

A real digital detox and off the grid holiday. 
Holidays like they used to be, away from it all…. 

Open all year short breaks available. 
Phone us on 01803 770219 
or see www.watermillcottages.co.uk 

 

01548 853322 
KINGSBRIDGE 

For help and advice regarding 
your animals, large or small, 
contact our friendly staff.  

Stumpy Post Surgery, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 4BL  

www.selworthyvets.co.uk 
recep�on@selworthyvets.co.uk 

 Adver�sing in Stretewise 
Stretewise is the Strete Village and  
surrounding district magazine.  
Why not adver�se your services in the 
Stretewise magazine.  
We have an expanding distribu�on base 
which could benefit your customer 
awareness?  
The magazine is published bi-monthly. 
Your ad is included in six issues over the 
year. 
The adver�sing subscrip�on is for a year 
December to December. 
A5 full page £150 (six issues) 
(£25 per ad) 
Half Page (A5) £40 (six issues) 
(£6.66p per ad) 
One third page £25 (six issues) 
(£4.16p per ad) 
Contact: stretewise@outlook.com  
or Dave Jones 01803 770059.  
www.stretewise.co.uk. 
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Stretewiser Factoids 
��An average person will spend 25 years asleep. 
��An octopus pupil is rectangular. 
��A group of frogs is called an army. 
��Instant coffee was invented in 1901. 
��Women blink twice as much as men. 
��Germany borders 9 other countries. 
��The original design of Monopoly was circular. 
��The oldest known vegetable is the pea. 
��Almonds are members of the peach family. 
��The human body of a 70 kg person contains 0.2mg of gold. 
��Everyone has a unique tongue print. 
��The bones of a pigeon weigh less than its feathers. 
��A chameleons tongue is twice the length of its body. 
��1 out of every 8 le�ers wri�en is an e. 
��You use 72 different muscles while speaking.  
��Your right lung takes in more air than your le�. 
��The average lifespan of a squirrel is 9 years. 

��"I took out a loan to pay for an exorcism. If I don't pay it 
back, I'm going to get repossessed" - Olaf Falafel 

��"I'm not a fan of the new pound coin, but then again,  
I hate all change" - Ken Cheng. 

��"I went to a pub quiz in Liverpool, had a few drinks so 
wasn't much use. Just for a laugh I wrote The Beatles or 
Steven Gerrard for every answer… came second" - Will Duggan. 

��"I heard a rumour that Cadbury is bringing out an oriental chocolate bar.  
Could be a Chinese Wispa."  -  Rob Auton. 

��“Bri�sh people are like coconuts. Hard on the outside but sweet once you crack 
us. Also o�en found full of alcohol and holding an umbrella”. 

��“I was buying a dishwasher online, so I searched by price lowest to highest – the 
top result was a sponge”. 

��“I met this bloke with a didgeridoo and he was playing Dancing Queen on it. I 
thought, ‘that’s Abba-riginal.” - Tim Vine. 
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Whether you developed a lockdown love for growing or you are a 
hor�cultural guru to your neighbours, Garden�me has your garden-
ing requirements covered. January can be a cold and quiet month in 
the garden, but it is a great �me to plan the gardening year ahead.  
Sowing vegetable and flowers seeds is one of the great joys for any gardener. Our shop 
at Garden�me is ki�ed out with everything you will need for successful propaga�on of 
all your favourites.  
If you like a splash of early spring colour, you will love our range of beau�ful primroses 
and po�ed bulbs ready to plunge into your pa�o planters. There’s early colour on our 
range of spring shrubs too, Magnolia, Forsythia, Azalea, Camellias and Rhododendrons 
all add early colour as the days lengthen. 
It’s not too late to mulch the garden ready for the growing season. Adding organic 
ma�er such as farm manure or organic soil condi�oner will help to bring your garden  
to life by improving the soil structure and adding nutrients. Why not take advantage of 
our free delivery voucher and stock up with mulch, compost, and bark – let us take the 
strain with the heavy bags! You will find 2 vouchers within the advert of this magazine, 
one for FREE delivery and one for a FREE Primrose too! 
If you purchased your Christmas tree from Garden�me, remember to spend your £10 
voucher by then end of February. It can be spent throughout the garden centre and 
farm shop. The garden centre and farm shop are open as usual, unfortunately the café 
remains closed. For opening �mes and our Covid precau�ons and guidelines please see 
our website: www.garden�me.biz 
 The physical and mental health benefits of gardening are proven and let us hope we  
can all look forward to invi�ng our friends and family around to see our latest garden 
projects some�me soon in 2021. 
Top 10 jobs for Winter and early Spring: 
��Prune apple and pear trees whilst they are s�ll dormant. 
��Start chi�ng first early potatoes in a dry, bright place. 
��Plan sowing �mes for vegetable and flowers seeds. 
��Clean and �dy greenhouses, sheds, and sowing spaces ready for the use. 
��Dead head winter pansies and violas to encourage new flowers 
��Keep bird feeders topped up and make water available  
��Tidy herbaceous borders by cu�ng away old dead stem to make way for new growth 
��Con�nue to plant trees and shrubs unless the ground is waterlogged 
��Order good stocks of compost, grits, bark, mulches, and soil condi�oners for the  

coming season 
��Make sure garden machinery and mowers are serviced and ready to go!  

Get growing with Garden�me! 
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Garden Centre & Farm Shop open 7 days a week  

Garden Centre 
 Farm Shop - Takeaway Café 

It’s time for….. 
Colourful Primroses and Spring Bulbs 

Vegetable and Flower seeds 

Seed potatoes and onion sets 

New season Roses 

Fruit bushes and Trees 

Seasonal Shrubs & Cottage Garden Plants 

 

Open Mon-Sat 9.00am - 5.30pm  

Sun 10.00am - 4.00pm 
Find us on the main A3122 between  

Woodlands and The Sportsmans Arms 

email : info@gardentime.biz 

01803 712345 
www.gardentime.biz 
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PRESENT 
Cllr Kate Gill (KG) (Chairman); Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Ian 
Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David Rothwell (DR); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr Peter 
Hales (PH); Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & Strete Ward (RF); Cllr 
Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge Division (JB); Mr Steven Mullineaux 
South Hams District Council; 1 member of the public. 
PRESENTATION AND QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION BY STEVEN MULLINEAUX 
SOUTH HAMS DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Steve [SM] introduced himself as Director of Customer Service Delivery South Hams 
DC [SHDC] and West Devon DC.  He wanted to talk about what had happened in the 
summer and how we could go forward with ma�ers to hopefully prevent some re-
occurrence of the problems encountered in 2020.  
Need for toilets at Slapton. SM went back over the reasons for removing the toilets 
at the memorial carpark. The storm in 2018 had washed away the carpark and le� 
the sep�c tanks below the toilets in a dangerous posi�on. Officers didn’t want to 
replace the toilets but Cllrs Foss, Brazil and Baldry requested they look at cos�ng 
op�ons along with a risk assessment and report back to members. Then members 
can decide whether it is viable to instal toilets on that land.  SM explained the pro-
ject had only just started and he doubted it would be priority such that it was re-
solved before next summer. But the priority a�ached was very much down to mem-
bers. 
Car parking in general and issues faced in the summer. SM admi�ed SHDC had 
been caught out by a number of unexpected occurrences. First of all, the number of 
people who turned up and what he termed ‘change of behaviour we had from some 
of those visitors.’ These were not ‘tradi�onal visitors’ to the South Hams.  
Secondly SHDC operates a 9-5 service Monday to Friday normally though of course 
li�er and emergency services operate all days of the week. Members have request-
ed a seven-day- a- week, with extended hours service for enforcement, and patrols 
early in the morning and later at night. A plan will go to Council and Execu�ve in 
December. This covers opera�ons star�ng at February half term in 2021 to Easter,  

STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ     
streteClerk@gmail.com      01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD ON ZOOM ON THURSDAY 19th November 2020 AT 6.30 PM  
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onward to the end of September and ending October half-term. It is proposed a 
seven-day-a-week service star�ng February 2021 and with extended hours of opera-
�on as summer arrives from 6am to 8pm. This should see enhanced capacity for 
enforcement and visibility of officers. 
Barrier on the middle car park and problems with camper vans. A report is going to 
the Execu�ve on 3rd December se�ng out carparking charges. The carpark at Tor-
cross will be ‘closed’ overnight ie from 10pm to 6am so all three carparks on the 
Line will have the same closing hours and are completely closed overnight. But bar-
riers won’t be used. SHDC can then �cket anyone who parks overnight in any of the 
three carparks because they would be parking illegally. It should bring clarity as cur-
rently carparks can be open overnight but no camping is allowed.  
SHDC is also looking at a strategy around camper vans. Maybe campervan bays will 
be allocated with a dis�nct policy on charging for them. Members will decide on 
whether campervans should be allowed, the charges applied or whether they 
should be banned from the three carparks on the Line. SM reckons a policy will be 
in place by the main summer period.  
Li�erbin collec�ons. SM admi�ed SHDC had not expected the number of tourists 
who appeared in the spring/summer. For example, one weekend in August 2020 
saw 4 �mes the amount of rubbish collected to the equivalent weekend in 2019.  
This came from people ea�ng out more, taking out more. SHDC had struggled to 
collect all the rubbish from the increased number of visitors.  SHDC will be con-
sul�ng with the contractor [FCC] to redesign the summer season at least from East-
er to be more flexible with collec�ons and dealing with rubbish. SHDC expect sum-
mer 2021 to be as busy as 2020. 
SM took ques�ons. GC updated all on the mee�ng he/IC had with Slapton PC on 
11th November.  Slapton PC noted the smaller campervans which can s�ll enter the 
centre carpark because they are smaller than the barrier usually don’t have hygiene 
facili�es. They won’t move as they don’t want to lose their space so toilets are 
needed in the centre carpark for these campervans.  
SM explained enforcement covers carparking and li�ering. Public Space Protec�on 
Orders (PSPO) could also be used. These are put in place to enforce against undesir-
able behaviours. Under a PSPO, SHDC could use immediate enforcement against 
people par�cularly groups who drink or behave badly or camp overnight and the 
police would be called on. At the moment there is li�le SHDC can do apart from 
seek an order to evict. The process to adopt a PSPO involves the three Parishes who 
are affected and needs a public consulta�on with the local community. If they are in 
favour then the order can be applied for. Ac�on: Strete PC to confirm with SM that 
they want to go ahead with this and SM to arrange a conference call between the 
Parishes, RF, JB to get agreement. 
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RF asked that overnight fishermen will s�ll be permi�ed to use the beaches individ-
ually at discre�on and in larger groups so long as they obtain a permit.  
SM said confirmed the scheme would be run inhouse without private security con-
tractors as council officers had been trained up on enforcement. So, carpark en-
forcement, locali�es and environmental protec�on will all be trained up and availa-
ble for enforcement du�es. He also noted normally enforcement officers would not 
work a�er 8pm but if there is an issue then officers can be used at other �mes. The 
effect might not be immediate but a problem would see increased patrols for the 
next few days/weeks. IC noted that individuals may not be unruly but the sheer 
number camping and on an SSSI were causing problems for the environment. SM 
confirmed if the PSPO was in place, signs would be put up and this would add to the 
deterrence.  
RF asked if the SLP had been consulted as they have plans to recruit an Adapta�ons 
Manager.  SM has a mee�ng with representa�ves of the SLP next week. RF noted 
the SLP, SHDC and Parishes need to be coordinated on this.  
PH asked if there was any plan to put in a manned carpark for the an�cipated 
[increased] numbers of camper vans. This would be equivalent to an AIRE in France 
where onsite facili�es would be offered. SM said this was an op�on but the problem 
is where it would be located and if one carpark was dedicated to campervans this 
would be full all summer and reduce the space for other visitors parking. IC thought 
it didn’t ma�er as long as all paid.  
GC thought people would just ignore carpark restric�ons of say 8pm and park all 
night. He also wondered if �cke�ng would work if the owner of a car wasn’t present 
when the �cket was issued. He asked about the detail of how a PSPO would work 
and who to report large beach par�es to a�er 8pm and if this reoccurred? 
SM replied the Police do have powers to enforce under PSPOs so they would be a 
key consultee. They would have a say over what they would be prepared to provide 
under the PSPO.  He also explained SHDC took note of the message that they had 
not helped the Parishes with the beach problems for a number of years and now 
they are trying to remedy that. He did cau�on though that their powers [SHDC] are 
limited and cannot cover blatant offenders. He couldn’t promise the coordinated 
approach with a PSPO across the three Parishes would end all problems but it would 
help and this represented steps toward solving the problems encountered in 2020. 
LN expressed thanks to SM for dealing with this. She men�oned Friday and Saturday 
were the worst �mes. SM replied that the South Hams had a vast coastline and 
though resources are limited patrols could be arranged to cover certain areas at 
certain �mes. In the summer SHDC had concentrated their efforts on Bigbury where 
there was considerable noise and li�ering. This had been effec�ve but problems 
then occurred elsewhere. It is also a fact that SHDC oversees a long area of coastline  
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 and unfortunately its resources are limited.  
RC thought it would be a good idea to have a repor�ng facility on SHDC website to 
log incidents. Resolved: SM to act on this and put in place a logging facility for pub-
lic to report incidents and track trends. 
Memorial. The SHDC engineer had contacted the SLP, Alan Denbigh, who confirmed 
no ac�ve work was being undertaken to move the memorial. The current strategy is 
to wait and see what happens with the coastline.  They will act when a trigger point 
is reached; at present they are not intending to move it in 2021/22.  KG confirmed 
she had spoken with Alan Denbigh and the [capital] funds to do the works are being 
carried forward to 2021/22 and work won’t start to take place un�l at least March 
2021. 
RF brought up the dra� arrangements to fund the maintenance of the memorial 
which had been briefly discussed by the SLP before lockdown. The memorial was 
being moved onto Field Studies Centre land at Strete Gate. Each of the Parishes 
named on the memorial would be asked to contribute toward upkeep. He observed 
someone would have to take responsibility for the upkeep a�er the memorial was 
relocated. KG stated Strete PC had agreed to look a�er the arrangements for 
maintenance provided the other Parishes made contribu�on but a legal document 
needed to be drawn up to govern the arrangements on maintenance. 
RC asked if there was a design layout and plans for the new site. There will need to 
be some landscaping to allow for visitors especially in the picnic area. RF informed 
him that Peter Chamberlain had drawn up plans and presented them to the last SLP. 
Resolved: SM to ask Alan Denbigh for the plans when he meets with him next 
week. SM, RF and JB to find out latest on the monument and to report back to 
Strete PC. 
PH noted that Strete PC had not seen any plans at all and he wanted that minuted. 
Un�l the PC has seen the plans, they can’t comment on whether this is suitable or 
not. This was the same situa�on as six months ago. 
Liaison with the Police and Crime Commissioner [PCC] to arrange beach marshals. 
The PCC had allocated funds to beach marshals in 2020 but it had all gone to the 
major resorts and none to South Hams.SM didn’t think the funding would be re-
peated in 2021/22.   
Strete Estate Probate.  SM has also embarked on a review of the leases held along 
the Line many of which are long term. SHDC estates team will provide a breakdown 
of the various leases for what is covered and not covered and what legal issues 
could arise. Resolved: SM to report back on the Strete Estate probate and lease 
review. 
PUBLIC FORUM 
No Parishioners wished to speak.  
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COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Devon is back in lockdown. Devon County Council [DCC] leads any response to out-
breaks of COVID-19 which means they coordinate the response and get informa�on 
on cases in Devon. Devon has more cases this �me. JB gets informed when there is a 
spike of three or more cases. There was an outbreak in Kingsbridge a couple of 
weeks ago but nothing else. He noted the cases of COVID in our area are very low. 
There were a couple of cases at Stokenham School but that’s been contained and a 
few at Kingsbridge Academy. He didn’t know about Dartmouth Academy. Plymouth 
and Torbay do have more cases and they are more densely populated. He offered 
hope that as we are outside and sparsely populated, we should be okay for Christ-
mas. He men�oned two road closures planned: Stokenham in the middle of January 
for a month; just below Carehouse Cross where there was a landslip. Then Strete by 
The Old Byre in early December for a week. JB will speak to the contractor [Keir] and 
will share on Facebook on the local Facebook page for Strete ’Strete South Hams 
TQ6’ what’s going on. RC thought it was night-�me work. The report was received. 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
RF noted rubbish collec�on in this area had been ‘mucked up’ by the contractor 
[FCC] and SM and the two councillors were chasing this up. Routes have been 
changed in prepara�on for the new system which comes in next Spring. This has 
caused problems with rubbish collec�on. KG asked about the collec�on of brown 
bins and recycling. She noted the bins were being emp�ed but the recycling was 
being le� o�en for days. RF explained the new contractor has reorganised teams 
into two streams. One does ‘brown’ and the other does ‘black’ so the informa�on 
drivers used to pass on is not shared between teams. The best way to report is to go 
to the ‘Waste’ sec�on of the SHDC website and report on there. If problems con�n-
ue then to contact RF who will sort it out. 
Officers at SHDC have been diverted onto COVID-19 issues and not a lot else is going 
on. There had been problems with IT and emails not ge�ng through but the hope is 
once the Council changes to [Microso�] Teams things should improve. JB observed 
the normal ‘day to day’ has pre�y much stopped. But not being able to meet face to 
face was a problem. Communica�on suffered because of this.  
The report was received. 
1120/1 APOLOGIES – None. 
1120/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 15 October 2020 
The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by 
the Chairman.   
1120/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, includ-
ing the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be consid-
ered at this mee�ng. None were declared. 
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 1120/4     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
3524/20/FUL Applica�on for landscaping works to provide improved access. The 
Old Vicarage and Slide House, Hynetown Road, Strete TQ6 0RS. 
RC commented on a hedge which is griselinea and if it is 1.8m above the wall then 
this is too high and thought this could impede vision onto the main road. IC thought 
if the bank was behind the wall and at ground height this wouldn’t have the same 
impact on the sight line. 
PH thought this observa�on could be included as a comment. As the effect is to 
improve the exis�ng layout, he would support the applica�on. IC noted this was the 
only scheme that could accommodate two separate entrances ie Old Vicarage and 
the Slide house.  Resolved: to support the applica�on with comments as above. 
1120/5(a) FINANCE 
Five cheques were listed for payment and invoices sent to all Councillors before the 
mee�ng. An addi�onal cheque, 1747, was added to the list of payments at the 
mee�ng and approved. 

 
It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payment as enumer-
ated above.  
 
1120/5(b) FINANCE 
A monitoring report for 2020/21 had been circulated already along with a cashflow 
projec�on to the end of December 2020 of CR6,208.41. Resolved the monitoring 
statements would be put on the website. 
1120/5(c) FINANCE 
Cash at bank – £11,107.66CR Current account at 06/11/20, £10,297.73CR Business 
Reserve account at 06/11/20. 
1120/5(d) FINANCE 
To consider se�ng the precept for 2021/22. Resolved: the Parish council set the 
precept on December 17th.  

1742 – Clerk salary November £271. 
This is £261 pay plus £10 catch up on 
pay rise Sept and Oct. 

1743 – Mr P. Cruse works to bus 
shelter £309. Paid by Clerk so reim-
bursement to the Clerk. 

1744 – £25 dona�on toward The 
Royal Bri�sh Legion for a wreath on 
Remembrance Sunday. 

1745 – Greenspace August to Octo-
ber cuts plus rolling path Prideaux 
Lane £455.70. 

1746 – South Hams District Council 
Prin�ng Neighbourhood Plan maps. 
£18.75 plus VAT. 

1747 – Mr J Gilbert. Hedge trim-
ming plus blower on the roads. 
£445 plus VAT. 
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1120/6    CLERK’S REPORT 
The Clerk was not at the mee�ng so her report was held over.  
1120/7 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submi�ed before the mee�ng. Chairs Report Strete Parish Council   
19.11.20 
Coronavirus. Lockdown again. The government slogan: HANDS, FACE, SPACE. I pre-
fer RISK ASSESS and STAY ALERT. 
Strete Gate and Slapton Line. The summer season has ended, thankfully with no 
major mishaps but it has however le� a lot of very serious ques�ons which need 
answering. The height barrier in the Memorial Car Park has caused some interes�ng 
events at both Torcross and Strete Gate. 
Slapton Line Partnership. The last email I received from Alan Denbigh was on 7th 
Feb. 2020 and there was to have been a mee�ng between 4th and 13th March.  Covid 
-19 prevented any further progress. 
The proposed agenda would have included the following: - 
��Monument movement update 

Adapta�on Project update 
��Points arising from briefing mee�ng with new MP, Anthony Mangnall (scheduled 

for 21st Feb – I have proposed a small group to a�end: Peter Chamberlain, Dan 
Field, Cllr Richard Foss and self) 

��Slapton Traffic Survey progress 
��Rock armour maintenance 
��Coastal erosion update 
It didn’t take place so everything has been delayed. I have spoken recently with 
Alan Denbigh and Peter Chamberlain. Discussions have taken place about the 
maintenance of the area on which the Memorial will be placed at Strete Gate and it 
is hoped that all the Parishes and Villages who are men�oned on the Memorial will 
make a financial contribu�on towards the cost. It has been agreed in principle that 
Strete will manage the work as it will be in our Parish. The finances of the Field Cen-
tre are not in good condi�on and they are anxious that a legal agreement is made 
between all the interested par�es. 
There are other issues to consider such as the provision of a larger car park to cope 
with the extra cars. I spoke with Charles Dixon on this recently and as he is s�ll deal-
ing with probate and the Strete Estate he is not yet in a posi�on to broker any 
agreements. One piece of good news is that the [capital] finance to move the Me-
morial is available to transfer to 2021/22 financial year. 
Play Park. Pictures from the locali�es officer are now available to iden�fy items of 
par�cular interest. Ian and I will do an assessment for repairs. We will then be able  
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 to put together a list of small items needing a�en�on. There does not seem to be 
anything major on the horizon at the moment. The grass is being cut and the moles 
are s�ll ac�ve. STAY SAFE EVERYONE. The Chair’s report was received. 
1120/8 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
A report was submi�ed prior to the mee�ng.  
Neighbourhood Plan Report – November 2020 
The Revised Strete Neighbourhood Plan proceeded to Regula�on 16 for the regula-
�on statutory six-week consulta�on on Monday 19/10/2020. This will end on Mon-
day 30/11/2020.  
A le�er drop to each household in the Parish was completed on 4th November in-
forming members of the community of the consulta�on period and the steps to be 
taken should anyone wish to comment. Thanks to all volunteers for distribu�ng on 
04/11/2020, one day before government lockdown was imposed. 
It is hoped that examina�on can commence soon a�er. Deborah McCann is ex-
pected to remain as the Examiner. 
Other Planning Ma�ers 
There have been a number of proposed amendments to planning regula�ons in 
response to COVID-19. These have the poten�al to have an impact on the delivery 
of the JLP and will need to be carefully monitored and considered going forward. 
Permi�ed Development Rights 
On 1 October 2020, the government introduced the amended permi�ed develop-
ment rights which details what does and doesn't need planning permission. The 
new rights permit the construc�on of addi�onal storeys on exis�ng residen�al or 
commercial premises and the demoli�on and re-development of free-standing 
building blocks of flats without the requirement for planning permission. 
Use Classes 
On 1 September 2020, the government updated the Use Classes - categorising land 
and buildings for different uses, specifying which needs planning permission or not. 
The amendments introduce a new class system which provides more flexibility to 
change between the different classes. Recent reports from parliament indicate 
these have been objected to by several MPs and that the housing minister is re-
visi�ng the proposals as a result. The NP report was received.  
1120/9    UPDATES: STRETE GATE, ELECTRONIC VEHICLE SURVEY, PLAYPARK 
WORKS AND PLANTING OF MEMORIAL TREE. 
Reports were submi�ed prior to the mee�ng.  
Strete Gate. This has been discussed fully above.  
Playpark works. Reported in 1120/7 above. RC asked what the last report from the 
locali�es officer said needs to be done. KG commented the report ini�ally did not  
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include photographs. KG noted that the locali�es officer ‘road-tested’ the equip-
ment when the playpark was reopened in July. IC observed the benches had deteri-
orated. GC has wire brushed everything except the big climbing apparatus so he 
hadn’t been able to treat the wood. KG suggested the three councillors liaise to 
discuss what should be done.  
Plan�ng of the memorial tree. DR noted a bird cherry tree had been chosen. A tree 
is being looked for and the loca�on has been broadly sited. 
The electronic vehicle [EV] survey. PH circulated the report on Thursday morning 
a�er the deadline for responses. Recommenda�on 4 of the report was that the 
charging point be in the Pub Carpark. RC said he wondered [though he wasn’t 
speaking for the Pub management commi�ee] if the Council would lead on any ap-
plica�on for grant funding but the management commi�ee would put the money in.  
PH noted the grant funding was only available for public land and the pub carpark 
wouldn’t qualify as it was private land. He thought other subsidies would be availa-
ble in the next few months and it might be worthwhile wai�ng to see what become 
available. He did think the council could provide the lead on this once the criteria to 
qualify opened up to private charging points. 
RC then referred to Recommenda�on 7 on the report which covered sources of 
hea�ng. He wondered if the Parish council could provide advice to Parishioners on 
sources of hea�ng under the climate change emergency. This is an area where plans 
to address the climate emergency could be progressed and assist where sources of 
hea�ng were being phased out: for instance, gas boilers will be redundant a�er 
2023. LN observed that other sources of hea�ng depended on where the building 
was and how well insulated it was. For instance, an air source heat pump would 
work be�er in a well-insulated building.  
PH also explained about a solar panel/ba�ery storage collec�ve purchasing scheme 
being run by DCC. They are using technical exper�se and market leverage to broker 
deals with suppliers on behalf of householders. Under the scheme buyers sign up 
[around 500] and DCC conducts an auc�on with accredited suppliers to get the best 
price. GC noted a scheme exists for people on benefits or disability allowance with a 
supply for free. 
A proposal by a Parishioner to plant a tree to commemorate the pla�num jubilee 
was men�oned. Resolved: IC to speak with the Parishioner who wanted to have a 
tree planted across from the Skerries. Reports were received. 
1120/10   DISCUSSION ON ROAD SPEED AND ROAD SAFETY IN THE VILLAGE. 
The Clerk emailed the Highways officer a�er the last mee�ng to discuss a number of 
related issues to do with speed in the Village. She had circulated her email to the 
Highways officer to all councillors.  RC thought the rumble strip/ ca�le grid by Man-
or Farm should be replaced to slow people down but KG said Lisa Edmonds had  
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 informed her these would not be replaced. RC couldn’t see why not as speeding s�ll 
happened but it was suggested the speed limit signs 20/40 could be moved so the 
40 was out beyond Southwood. Resolved to address various speed issues including 
the email from the Clerk with the Highways officer. 
1120/11 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
RC men�oned the November sweeping in the Village which he believed was suc-
cessful. PH wanted to talk about benches and wondered why it wasn’t on the agen-
da. At the �me of the mee�ng one quote was s�ll outstanding and another was to 
be revised. Resolved to carry over un�l all three quotes had been received.  
1120/12 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 Reports had been circulated prior to the mee�ng.  
KG (Chair) Playpark. Reported in 1120/7 and 1120/9.   
LN Transport and Roads.  The hedges in the village have mostly been cut, including 
Vicarage Lane. Outside the village the farmers have not cut the Totnes Road yet. I 
have been to see Philip Knight and spoke to Kevin who said they would be cut a�er 
they had finished a par�cular job.    
 
DR Health and Safety.  DR had nothing to report. 
IC Rights of Way, tree warden and Strete Gate. IC reported verbally. Tree warden: 
A number of trees at Strete Gate had been cut down at the corner opposite the iron 
gate. Maybe the Strete Estate had been recommended that ash dieback was a prob-
lem and so trees could be felled. One of the trees was a pine and it was leaning to-
ward the road so this is most likely down to safety. On the other side of the road on 
the corner some ash trees have been removed and this is probably precau�onary on 
the part of Strete Estate. Remaining ash trees are away from the road and so not a 
risk from that respect. Strete Gate has seen tyre burning going on. There have been 
quite a few people down there over lockdown using the paths and beach.  
RC men�oned ac�vity behind the pub carpark by the substa�on. Councillors 
thought it was being done by the Strete Estate but not what it was. It appears to be 
clearance and tree maintenance. IC said he would look into it. 
RC Planning and Neighbourhood Plan. RC thought the Clerk would follow up the 
Landcombe enforcement [October minutes refer] which he clarified referred to the 
entrance way on the A379. Since the mee�ng the applicants have emailed to give 
their contacts should the Council want to discuss any issues. He also wondered if 
hardcore could be used to fill the holes in the passing bay on the Totnes Road.  May-
be IC could move the materials [from the junc�on with the Totnes Road] out to the 
pothole, dump it and compact it. IC replied that the land belongs to Mr Su�on-Sco�
-Tucker. Resolved: The Clerk to write to the landowner to ask what they would  
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like to do about it and if they had any objec�on to the sugges�on of the Parish 
council. Finally, RC men�oned Rose Co�age next to the Pub is up for sale at 
£225,000. Councillors discussed this briefly and what powers Parish councils have to 
borrow money to invest in property and whether they would have to seek a man-
date from the Parish. Resolved: The Clerk look into the powers Parish councils 
have to take out loans for property investment and report back.     
PH The VAS sign and local transport liaison.  VAS Monitoring. On 6th November 
the posi�on of the VAS unit was changed back to the moun�ng at the 20mph speed 
warning sign on Totnes Road, as agreed at the discussion at the October mee�ng. 
Opera�on con�nues.  
Local transport liaison Nothing new to report. The Residents’ Electric Vehicle sur-
vey was distributed to all Strete households on 2nd November for return by 18th. 
Responses were analysed and a synopsis provided ready for discussion at the No-
vember mee�ng on 19th November. A full report is on the website.  The survey rec-
ommended the Council provide £1,250 in the budget for 2021/22. Councillors won-
dered if the �ming of the survey and its proposals had been too soon for 2021/22 
but on the other hand it might be a government scheme would be announced short-
ly and it would be useful to have money available to take advantage. Resolved to 
carry forward the £1,250 to December and budget-se�ng. This item was also dis-
cussed under 1120/9. 
Parish Benches and picnic tables. Three quotes have now been requested for dis-
cussion and ac�on at the November mee�ng. This was held over un�l the Decem-
ber mee�ng. 
GC Village Green. The final grass cu�ng of the year is being done this week. Green-
space have done some fla�ening of Prideaux lane so that they can now cut it again. 
The Contractor con�nues to be a li�le unreliable but he is £50 a �me cheaper than 
the only viable alterna�ve. 
One of the barriers at Start Bay Park end of Prideaux lane is being bypassed but not 
by those who need to use it who have labelled keys. GC put in two wooden posts to 
restrict this but they were taken out and might have to install something that is 
more resistant!! Reports were received.  
1120/13    CORRESPONDENCE 
Minor Injuries Unit.  GC had circulated an open le�er to the Northern Devon 
Healthcare NHS Trust, Torbay and South Devon NHS Founda�on Trust and copied to 
the NHS Devon Clinical Commissioning Group on the subject of the closure of Minor 
injury Units in rural Devon. GC asked if the council would support this or individual 
councillors in their own capacity. RC suggested the Parish council send this to the 
local MP and respond to the le�er as well. Resolved GC to add the Parish to the list 
of supporters. GC to write to Anthony Mangnall MP.  
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 1120/14    OTHER BUSINESS  
LN and GC men�oned a problem with a resident of Start Bay Park where water runs 
down the road, but doesn’t drain away in front of his house. Resolved: The Clerk 
advise on whom to contact to sort the problem out. 
RC asked about the Village Day Account and an update from KG on the recommen-
da�ons in the report from Nick Shepherd [Appendix A minutes 17th October 2020]. 
She informed all that she had the forms from Lloyds to remove dormancy from the 
account. All the signatories have to complete the paperwork and then would send 
this back to reac�vate the account. RC asked about the other recommenda�ons and 
whether these would be reported back to the council. KG said yes once the account 
was ac�ve again.  
1120/15  THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 
17th DECEMBER 2020 AT 7.00 PM. THE VENUE IS LIKELY TO BE ON ZOOM UNLESS 
OTHERWISE ADVISED. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 8.00 p.m.  

Signed: Cllr Kate Gill (Chair) Dated: 17TH DECEMBER 2020 

The Captain Pearson Memorial Trust 
 

Stretewise 2021-2022 is published with the con�nued  
support of the  

Captain Pearson Memorial Trust 



40 



41 

Specialising in: 
Roof Repairs 
Gu�er Installa�on 
Gu�er Cleaning 
UPVC replacement/     
repair  
Cement  Work 
Glazing 
Holiday Home  
Maintenance  
Joinery  

 

No job too small 
No VAT 

No call out charge 
 

Tip the scales in your 
favour—choose a  
reputable trader 

 
Friendly Professional  

Service 
Free Es�mates 

Property Repairs 

D M Edwards 
established 1984 

07713 636 251 
Locally based sole trader 
established over 30 years 

Trusted and Reliable 
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A Very Big Thank You to the Stretewise delivery team  
Brenda Range, Liane Baldock, Colleen Seymour, Heather Robinson, Joan Kendall, 
Pauline Pearce, Chris Burne, John Goldring, Rosemarie Stevens, David Wall and 
Trudy Rothwell and not forge�ng Monica, Andy, Sally and the team at the Strete 
Post Office and Stores. Please forgive me if I have le� anyone out.  
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We were itching to get back to our ‘Protected Wreck’ site in the Erme Estuary, it had 
seemed ages since we had dived the area, and in fact it had been almost a year.  
Whilst the technical boys in the guise of ‘Sonadyne’ had been mapping the Estuary  
underwater we had done a bit of work on the ‘Gossamer’ a sister ship of the ‘Cu�y 
Sark’ lost off Prawle Point, and had been fairly successful in our efforts, finding plenty of 
nice artefacts which are now housed in the local Salcombe Mari�me Museum. However 
there was a lot of work to catch up on in the Erme and a few targets to have a look at.  
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As in the previous year, the early months of 1995 consisted of gales and heavy rain, 
and heavy rain is bad news if you wish to dive the Erme, the underwater visibility 
can go down to nil due to rainwater washing down mud and silt from nearby Dart-
moor, however the weekend of the 29th of April 1995 looked favourable even 
though the West Country had a lot of rain the previous week, but not enough to 
spoil the an�cipa�on of the first dive of the year. The forecast looked good and the 
Devon moles informed us in land locked Northampton that the underwater visibility 
was gin clear, so myself, Mick Kightley, Mick Palmer, and big Mick Evans set out on 
what was to turn out to be a life changing weekend. 
As usual we stayed at our second home, Burleigh Farm in Marlbourgh, the home of 
Doris Baker who looked a�er us for well over three years, always assured of a warm 
welcome, a cup of tea at all hours with a home made cake thrown in, as well as  
Doris her daughter Alison and husband Barry took care of the other half of the team 
when they were down at their lovely bungalow just up the narrow road that leads 
down to Hope Cove. We could not wished for a be�er set up. 
We arrived early enough that memorable weekend to have a pint or two, or three, 
a�er the long journey from Northampton at ‘The New Inn’ in the village of Marl-
bourgh situated between the towns of Kingsbridge and Salcombe.  Well into the 
beer and garlic mushrooms we were joined by local team members Dave Illingworth 
and his wife Sue, and Neville Oldham, both ex. East Cheshire BSAC members who 
had relocated to South Devon. Neville and Dave had worked together on local 
wrecks, especially pursuing Neville’s dream, trying to find the remains of an Armada 
vessel lost off Hope Cove.  

Mouth of the Erme River,  
and Mary's Rock. 
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Our plan, discussed as usual in the pub was to launch at Hope Cove and visit the 
Erme Estuary, dive the reef and do a bit of surveying and digging in the many gullies 
off the main gully. The following day we were due a visit from ‘Rangemaster’ the 
Sonardyne trials vessel, they would re-locate the magnetometer targets for us to 
dive on, and we were helpless without those marks. And so a�er kicking out �me at 
the New Inn it was back to the farm house for a good nights sleep. 
Saturday morning arrived, the weather was dull and overcast but with li�le wind. 
We decided it was a go for the Erme and we headed off to Hope Cove to put the RIB 
in the water. As usual we were the only ones at the slip and we no�ced that there 
was a heavy ground swell, but as it was high water we had no problem launching 
the boat from the top of the slipway, recovering from the beach later on would be a 
problem we thought collec�vely. 
Soon we were heading east in a fast forming sea mist, we kept Burgh Island in sight 
on our starboard side and hugged the coast un�l we approached the familiar rocks 
that formed the entrance to the Erme Estuary. It soon became apparent that we 
would not be diving the reef due to the heavy surf crashing over the top of the 
rocks, in fact unbeknown to us at the �me, two fishermen further down the coast, 
were being swept to their deaths from rocks, because of this heavy swell.  
We therefore decided to try 
the French Galleon site inside 
the reef; it had been some 
�me that we had searched the 
seabed of the main site. Mick 
Kightley & Mick Evans were the 
first pair in and as they were 
ki�ng up we could see that 
the underwater visibility was 
pre�y poor, however in they 
went, and in no �me they  
surfaced saying it was like a 
“bloody coal mine” and hope-
less, so it was back in the boat 
to discuss plan ‘B’. We had two 
op�ons, one, to sit it out �ll 
low water and try to dive the 
‘Ingot Site’ in the shelter of the 
Reef, and two, travel some 20 
km to see what the condi�ons 
were like on the ‘Gossamer 
Site’ at East Prawle.  
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We chose the la�er as we could not gamble that the underwater vis. would be any 
be�er at low water, so we took the long ride back to Hope Cove to drop off a diver 
to take the truck and boat trailer to Salcombe as the fuel tanks would not last the 
return journey. As we neared Hope Cove we could see that we would have a prob-
lem dropping a diver off due to the heavy surf crashing upon the beach, myself and 
Mick Kightley had some years previously been turned over in heavy surf and were 
not eager to repeat the experience. So we turned about and headed off to Sal-
combe. Once there a diver caught a taxi to Hope Cove s�ll fully ki�ed in his dive suit 
to recover the truck and trailer, to enable us to operate for the rest of the day out 
of Salcombe.  Crossing over the  
Salcombe Bar that Saturday a�ernoon 
we turned to port towards distant 
Prawle Point, the sea was choppy but 
not uncomfortable, as we approached 
Prawle we realised that diving would 
also be out on the Gossamer wreck site 
so we opted to look at a site we had 
discussed in the pub the night before. 
Neville had told us of a “boring cannon 
site” that had a green plas�c marker 
buoy �ed to it, and it would be worth a 
look at if diving was out round the cor-
ner. As it happened the sea condi�ons 
were favourable in the area of this cannon site, so we turned round to look for the 
green buoy off the Gara Rock. I remember saying during discussions about this can-
non site that, “no site is boring if it has cannon, and it was worth a good look 
around”. 
Myself and Mick Kightley were the first pair in, we agreed we would take down a 
distance line each, and go our separate ways from the base of the anchor line to 
have a general look around. I landed on the bo�om at 19 metres just a�er Mick, the 
underwater visibility very good, I could see Mick’s line snaking off to the right so I 
went in the opposite direc�on down a gully, I saw plenty to get me excited and I le� 
my line on the bo�om marking several items worth looking at the next day. Back in 
the boat I was pleased that Mick had felt the same way, he had also marked an ar-
ea. The other pair confirmed that it was worth a second look. 
At night we hit ‘The Fortesque’ at Salcombe, Mick had seen more cannon than I had 
and the other pair had found an anchor, so a dive plan was discussed, we were to 
be joined by Neville and Dave during the day in their boats, and so the stage was set 
for an event that was to change all of our lives and the history of NW Europe, but 
that was in the future. 
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As usual Northampton BSAC were the only ones about having had a 0730 breakfast, 
the slipway was deserted as was Salcombe as we made our way down the estuary 
to the open sea, once over the famous Salcombe Bar we turned to port poin�ng our 
bow towards Prawle Point. Reaching some quarter of a mile from the shore off 
Deckler’s Cliff we �ed up to the small green buoy, the ground swell rolling in but 
surface condi�ons good for diving. Mick Evans and myself soon ki�ed up, the plan 
of ac�on in our heads as we descended to the sea bed. 
I landed with a gentle bounce on the sea bed, silt clouding up around me, disturbed 
by my intrusion, a small crab turned sideways, its claw raised to fend off any a�ack, 
I looked around and up, my buddy appeared in the greenie gloom, descending up-
side down on the anchor line, a trail of bubbles heading for the surface marking his 
descent towards me. Kneeling side by side we checked our instruments and each 
other, I �ed my  safety line to the bo�om of the anchor line we had just come 
down, the underwater visibility a good six metres.  As the dive leader I did a 360 
degree sweep and chose a gully to my right to explore, I tapped my buddy on his 
hood, I pointed out the direc�on I was heading and gestured to him to follow me a 
few metres behind. Our plan, discussed in the pub the night before, was for me to 
�e off my line on any interes�ng objects, and my buddy would then inves�gate 
them. 
I started off, pulling myself along the bo�om trying to avoid kicking up the silt with 
my fins, a cu�le fish darted across me, disturbed at the sight of what was to him the 
equivalent of a Polaris Submarine. To my le� the gully walls sloped steeply upwards, 
to my right another gully disappeared into the gloom, I will go down there later I 
thought, it looks interes�ng. A Wrasse hovered close to me; side fins bea�ng rapidly 
in reverse ready to make a quick getaway, turning, he almost beckoned me to fol-
low him into the narrow gully. 
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I looked back, no sign of Mike my buddy, but a tapping noise alerted me to his pres-
ence behind me. I entered the gully and immediately my second sight trained by 
years of diving alerted me to a change on the sea bed, something that was out of 
context with its surroundings, crud I thought, concre�on formed by man made ma-
terials coming into contact with the chemicals in the seawater, I resisted taking a 
look at it and formed a loop with my line around the object so Mike could inves�-
gate it, I carried on down the gully the Wrasse s�ll observing me from a distance. I 
had gone some 10 metres into this gully, one of five I could have gone down at the 
start of the dive, when I was alerted once again by my inner alarm bell, I literally 
jumped and stopped, what was that I thought, I looked around me, looked at the 
slate like sea bed, and could not see anything obvious. I saw something, I know I did, 
I told myself, so I went backwards to retrace my steps so to speak, gently fanning 
the thin layer of sand covering the rock with my hand, then I saw it, and I immedi-
ately knew why my body alerted by my inner alarm had stopped so suddenly. Our 
team over the years have found almost every type of metal and material from ship-
wreck, we have even found diamonds and mercury, so we tend to form a mental 
picture in our mind of the colour that certain objects have underwater, crud or con-
cre�on a rusty colour, bronze and brass a green colour, silver and pewter, black, 
mercury silver, so spo�ng anything will trigger off Adrenalin, I was just about to 
experience that in abundance. 
Gold holds its colour even if it has been on the seabed for thousands of years; un-
less it is close to, or touching another metal, then it will be tainted. So what was 
peeping at me in a deep fissure of the slate like rock was yellow, I knew it was gold, I 
had found gold coins before, but this was not a coin, my heart started to race. A 
probing finger from my very worn and holey glove failed to dislodge it, so I reached 
down to my lower right leg to unsheathe my knife. The rock was very fragile and 
split very easily, my now shaking hand placed the knife blade deep into the crack 
and pressure applied upwards, the object popped out in a cloud of silt and broken 
rock splinters. Looking downwards the cloudy disturbed fine silt gradually dispersed, 
and revealed lying on its side a bright finger of gold. My guide and new found friend 
the Wrasse darted in and grabbed a lug worm that had been living its days in a gold-
en palace, but I was in no fit state to admire the an�cs of a fish, my adrenalin was 
reaching dangerous levels in my excitement. 
I picked it up and looked at it, “bloody hell” I thought, gold, trying to come to terms 
with the obvious, but what is it. My inner self told me, put it in your glove, your very 
worn and holey glove and see if there is any more lying around. One wave of the 
hand over the wreckage of the broken rock, revealed in the ensuing cloud a thin 
yellow line, what the hell, I thought as I plunged excitedly towards it, my fingers 
teasing it out, Jesus a coin, and there was another one, my heart was in my mouth, I 
noted the Arabic or Islamic le�ering on the coin but I had to get a grip of myself, I 
was 60 feet down, there was a lot to think about.  
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It was April of 1995, I had been diving for twenty years and before that training with 
the Royal Navy, but nothing in the training manuals had prepared me for the experi-
ence I was having, and not many divers had experienced the joy of finding gold in 
abundance. 
I started to calm down, I put the coins with the ingot on top of a safe looking rock, 
we usually carry a small bag for objects that we find, but it was just my luck that I 
had le� it behind. I looked around, probed with my knife, and again more yellow, 
this �me it had a shape, gold jewellery, “oh bloody hell”, swearing again as I spo�ed 
two more coins, my heart started to race again as I saw a gold nugget a few inches 
from the coins, I then stopped, how, I do not know, but I had to, a look at my air 
content gauge told me I had a few minutes to get my act together. I remember 
thinking that there was enough gold around to start a gold rush, in Devon, nobody 
finds gold like this on a boring cannon site, but my main thought was fulfilling a 
dream I have had since boyhood reading shipwreck books, a dream that was half-
way to being achieved, the other half was to crack the surface holding a fis�ul of 
gold jewellery in the air to my mates in the boat, but that was soon to come. 
Where did I put the gold I asked myself, retrieving it, I stuffed it safely in my very 
worn and damaged gloves, I had find my buddy who I could hear banging away 
oblivious to the drama unfolding in front of him. Above all calm down,  I have a 
bloody fortune in my gloves I thought, is it safe, how am I going to manage going up 
the line with my hands forming a �ght fists, but there is no way I am going to drop 
this lot, all these thoughts going on in my head. 
I swam to Mike, thumped him on his head with my fist, he jumped, startled out of 
his concentra�on on a meaningless lump of metal, I stared into his face mask, I 
looked down to my fists, he followed, I opened my hand, his face was a picture, his 
eyes told me he had seen the equivalent of Liz Hurley naked. Follow me I gestured, 
aware of my air ge�ng low. Stop, you, poin�ng with my fist, search this area, me, 
poin�ng to my chest, I am going up, giving him the low air sign, and with that I was 
on my way to the surface live out my dream. 
I hooked my right arm around the anchor line aware that I had to be able to get to 
my air dump valve with my protruding thumb, if I couldn’t I would have hit the sur-
face like a rocket as the air expanded in my enclosed dry suit as I got shallower, that  
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could have killed me. I got to six metres and did a minute stop to allow the nitrogen 
bubbles collected in my blood to disperse, as I had gone over my safe no stop �me 
on the bo�om I had to prevent what are known as the Bends. I managed to control 
myself on the line, as I could not grip it was difficult, but no way was I going to lose 
any of the gold jammed in my holey gloves. 
I was watching the plankton dri�ing quite quickly by as I hung at 45 degrees from 
the anchor line by my elbow, I thought about the lads in the boat above when sud-
denly one of the divers flashed by waving, I tried to stop him on his way down, but 
his fins slowly disappeared into the depths, you cannot use sign language with 
hands bunched into fists. That le� Mick Palmer in our boat, Sue Illingworth as a 
spectator in their boat and thankfully she had a camera, Mick Kightley on the 
bo�om by himself in another area, Dave Illingworth halfway to what, and big Mick 
Evans hopefully digging out more gold. Not the boatload of my dreams, but at least 
a haven to dump the gold from my aching arms and fists. 
I cracked the surface, my arm s�ll hooked round the anchor line, I had a four metre 
swim with a running current to get to the side of the boat, normally the short dis-
tance could be made in running water by pulling yourself along the line to the grab 
lines on the boat, but with useless hands it was going to be difficult. I could be in 
trouble figh�ng the �de run, and if was not careful I could dri� off towards Prawle 
Point, with my fingers useless I could not operate my valves normally to give me 
buoyancy on the surface, but there was no way I was going to chance loosing the 
gold clenched in my fists, no way. 
I spat out my demand 
valve, screamed out to 
Mick on the boat for 
help, he looked shocked, 
I think he was having a 
few nods, I let go of the 
line, turned on my back 
and went for it, finning 
for all I was worth  
towards the boat hoping 
Mick would grab me to 
stop me overshoo�ng, my gold laden fists across my chest. 
Once at the boat breathing hard from my violent finning I turned towards the tubes 
and Mick. “For Christ’s sake grab hold of me” I shouted desperately as I draped my 
arms over the tubes, peel back my gloves. He did, and out poured the gold, cla�er-
ing into the bo�om of the boat, his face a picture, it was a moment we will never 
forget, or indeed ever experience again, or that is what we thought at the �me. 
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Mike Evans my buddy came up ten minutes later with an equal amount of gold, 
including a gold nugget the size of a golf ball. 
The excitement was infec�ous and long las�ng, when we had cooled down we 
thought of the problems we were going to face, we knew there was a lot more gold 
down there, what on earth  have we discovered? How were we going to play it?  
We were well experienced of the effects gold and silver could and would do to peo-
ple, and we knew that treasure could be trouble, however that was the future, we 
had the present to think about and that was to celebrate big style. 
None of us could forecast the future; it was just as well, in a few months from the 
gold find I was going to face devasta�ng news, the exact opposite of the ela�on I 
had just experienced when finding the first gold.  Why me, I thought when told I 
had a serious cancer some months later. Fortunately I survived and the gold find 
was just the start of an extraordinary 20 years of diving that “boring cannon site” 
which has now led to the discovery of poten�ally the oldest shipwreck in the world 
and more ‘golden treasure’. However that is another story. 
Ron Howell, Strete 
Secretary, South West Mari�me Archaeological Group , 2019 
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PRESENT 
Cllr Kate Gill (KG) (Chairman);  Cllr Ralph Clark (RC); Cllr Louise Newman (LN); Cllr Ian 
Cumberlidge (IC); Cllr David Rothwell (DR); Cllr Graham Campbell (GC); Cllr Peter 
Hales (PH); Cllr Julian Brazil, County Councillor, Kingsbridge Division (JB); Mrs. Helen 
Darch {Clerk}. 
PUBLIC FORUM 
No Parishioners a�ended. 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Devon County Council (DCC) had an end of year mee�ng last week and South Hams 
District Council [SHDC) held one today. JB has tabled a mo�on about children’s So-
cial workers as DCC has a high turnover of children’s social workers. This is one rea-
son DCC fails its OFSTED in respect of vulnerable children. DCC is s�ll in Tier 2 so 
three households can meet up [at the �me of the mee�ng]. He observed one reason 
why DCC is in Tier 2 is a lack of hospital ameni�es. This includes the Nigh�ngale hos-
pitals where there is a struggle to staff them. The Royal Devon and Exeter hospital is 
on its highest alert [OPEL 4] as it is close to capacity.   
JB also touched on the road closure opposite the Old Byre booked for 23rd February 
to 1st March with a diversion route. The works are to instal a new water supply. 
A�er the mee�ng JB sent the road closure no�ce to the Clerk and RC. JB confirmed 
this is not a night closure. RC asked who decides if a closure is day or night. JB said 
we could make representa�ons but DCC and contractors aren’t keen on night clo-
sures in residen�al areas. He also appreciated the Hynetown road would be busy 
that week. The official diversion is round by Totnes Cross. The reason for this route 
is any lorries that use the A road will not be able to travel via Strete.  
GC men�oned the road closure at Stokenham booked to start 11th January for 
around six weeks which the Clerk had passed on that day. The works were to re-
place a collapsed retaining wall. GC thought the six weeks closure was excessive. JB 
promised to visit the site on the first day of works and ask for more informa�on. He 
said it would probably take a week but the contractor needed to build in some lee-
way. He also suggested the councillors could speak to the contractor as well by way 
of being parish councillors.  

STRETE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs Helen Darch 

Homer Park, Strete, Dartmouth TQ6 0SJ    streteClerk@gmail.com      
 01803 770018      www.strete.org.uk  

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STRETE PARISH COUNCIL (PC) 
HELD ON ZOOM ON THURSDAY 17th December 2020 AT 7.00 PM  
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JB forewarned councillors that there will be a series of works along the A379 toward 
Kingsbridge in March 2021.   These include works along the bo�om of Coleridge 
Lane [2 weeks], and extra water at Langholm which might take a week [last house 
out of Chillington]. 
RC brought up the potholes on the Totnes Road by Blackwell Cross which DCC High-
ways averred were not on the highway. The Clerk had asked Stoke Fleming PC if 
they could deal with it but they said it wasn’t on their list. JB confirmed if it wasn’t 
on the highway DCC wouldn’t deal with it. He suggested to get some bags of cold 
tarmac and patch it ourselves. IC offered to have a word with the landowner and 
see if anything might come out of that.  
GC asked for an update on the Public Space Protec�on Order [PSPO] discussed at 
the last mee�ng. The Clerk noted Strete was to confirm with Steve Mullineaux of 
SHDC that we wanted to go ahead with the PSPO. RC asked what was happening 
with the Monument and plans to move it. JB had spoken with Alan Denbigh of the 
Slapton Line Partnership and Peter Chamberlain [DCC Highways engineer] and there 
was no progress from March. He will pass on any updates to the Clerk. KG con-
firmed the grant monies [£44k] were s�ll available.  
Finally, JB informed all that Richard Foss had family circumstances which meant he 
was indisposed and JB would be happy to deal with district ma�ers. He then wished 
everyone a happy Christmas. The report was received. 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
The District Councillor was absent so no report was given.  
1220/1 APOLOGIES – Cllr Richard Foss, District Councillor, Allington & Strete 
Ward (RF). 
1220/2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 19 November 2020 
The above minutes were AGREED as a true and correct record and were signed by 
the Chairman.   
1220/3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Parish Councillors were invited to declare any unregistered or other interest, includ-
ing the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be consid-
ered at this mee�ng. PH declared an interest in Blindwells [2954/20/VAR] if this was 
to be discussed. 
1220/4     PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
RC updated the mee�ng on a complaint which had been submi�ed to SHDC by the 
Parish Council on the ma�er of 24 Start Bay Park. SHDC had not responded by a 
promised date of 30th November and RC has reminded them a response is owed.  
The applica�on for Blindwells [2954/20/VAR], which the Parish Council had object-
ed to, was s�ll undecided and RC would ask JB and RF if they could be involved in 
any decision on this applica�on.   
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Councillors were keeping an eye on the applica�on and noted the applicant had 
resubmi�ed minor drawings at the request of the planners. RC observed there ap-
peared to be no notes on any discussions between the planning department and the 
applicant on record. RC suggested the Clerk contact the planners to find out what is 
going on. Resolved the Clerk contact Jacqueline Houslander to confirm the status 
of this applica�on.  
1220/5(a) FINANCE 
Two cheques were listed for payment and invoices sent to all Councillors before the 
mee�ng. An addi�onal cheque, 1750, was added to the list of payments at the 
mee�ng and approved. 

 
It was proposed and AGREED by all present to authorise the payment as enumer-
ated above.  
1220/5(b) FINANCE 
A monitoring report for 2020/21 had been circulated already along with a cashflow 
projec�on to the end of March 2020 of CR6,333.20. The Clerk brought up changes in 
the revised budget for the bench contract [now £663 in 2020/21] and Carbon Neu-
tral ini�a�ves of £1,250 taken to 2021/22. IC noted there might be more work on 
the buddle holes in January and February mainly the Totnes Road.  He asked for 
more budget [£170 le� to spend out of £650]. The Clerk suggested unspent monies 
from the Greenspace contract [£203.80] could be moved to the buddle holes. Re-
solved the monitoring statements would be put on the website. 
1220/5(c) FINANCE 
Cash at bank – £9,537.96CR Current account at 08/12/20, £10,297.82CR Business 
Reserve account at 08/12/20. 
1220/5(d) FINANCE 
To set the precept for 2021/22. The Clerk outlined underspends in 2020/21 which 
could be carried forward to the next year so it would be possible to build up cash 
reserves to the start of 2021/22, requiring a lower precept. Savings at December 
2020 at that point included an underspend on the Greenspace contract [around 
£200], and on the playpark [possibly £700]. The Climate Emergency budget of 
£1,250 was put back to 2021/22.  
RC thought it wouldn’t be popular for the parish to set a high precept. PH reminded 
councillors that he objected to an increase on the precept last year and also  

1748 – Clerk salary December £261. 1749 - Clerk for printer supplies 
for parish printer £50.98 plus 
VAT. 

1750 – Mr R Clark £36.16 plus VAT 
for prin�ng and sta�onery toward 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
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this year as people are hard up and under pressure. Maybe a cost-of-living increase 
would do. 1% [CPI/RPI Sept 20] according to the Clerk would give £130 on £13,000. 
RC thought with COVID the Council had an obliga�on to act responsibly. The Clerk 
advised some increase by way of li�le and o�en so there was some headroom in 
case of an emergency. She suggested £500 in her report as a half-way between £13k 
and £14k as the parish is doing works.  
PH thought £10k in reserves was enough as the Council had not drawn on its re-
serves in 2020/21. The Clerk said the current year was unusual but in normal years 
the Council would spend more and had drawn on its reserves in recent years. DCC in 
John Hart’s budget briefing on 14th December said parishes should take on more 
du�es. RC noted when he joined as a councillor reserves had been over £20k and 
were spent over �me on projects. IC asked about a parish referendum. The Clerk 
explained that the government revisited this legisla�on annually and it could be 
enacted at some point whereby parishioners could vote out a precept if it was too 
high. IC thought a li�le increase would be acceptable.  
Another op�on is to seek grant funding especially if the Council is dealing with more 
highways ma�ers. PH moved for a cost-of-living increase of 1%. LN asked confirma-
�on of what the increase would be in tax-terms.  1% would be £13,130 or £45.78 on 
a Band D charge payer compared with £44.75 in 2020/21. Councillors voted in fa-
vour of £13,130 though IC thought it could be a bit higher. PH asked about the 
2021/22 dra� budget figure for the Playpark and the Clerk explained what this com-
prised. Resolved: The Parish council set the precept for 2021/22 as £13,130 which 
is an increase of 1% on the precept for 2020/21.  
1220/6    CLERK’S REPORT 
Report submi�ed before the mee�ng. Unused bus shelter roofing. Phil Cruse has 
some unused roofing from the bus shelter works. DR confirmed he had the materi-
als in safe storage. 
Avian flu. New regula�ons received November 12th from DEFRA through DCC con-
cern keeping poultry birds indoors because of Avian flu. These have been sent to 
farmers and others to take note. This was noted. 
Loan for purchase of Rose Co�age. In November [Minute 1120/12] RC asked the 
Council to research financing op�ons for Rose Co�age; for sale by Heavitree for 
£225,000. It was resolved the Clerk would report back. The Clerk reported that the 
UK government recently forbade local authori�es from borrowing from the PWLB 
[Public Works Loan Board] for property investment. An ar�cle in the Financial Times 
[25/11/20] gives reasons which include high levels of Council indebtedness and vul-
nerability to a downturn in the property market. This was noted. 
Public Space Protec�on Order. It was resolved the Clerk contact Steve Mullineaux 
to arrange a conference call to put in place a PSPO. 
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Memorial tree. The Clerk has received correspondence from a parishioner on the 
Village Green and its status. She passed this on with the Management Agreement 
to DCC to obtain advice on plan�ng a tree as the landowner. The Clerk and GC are 
dealing with this. The Clerk asked if there was a par�cular deadline to obtain a 
tree and arrange its plan�ng. She was informed this could be flexible but she 
would con�nue to chase DCC. This was noted. 
Coronavirus updates. A�er the last lockdown Devon was placed in Tier 2.  The 
DCC website con�nues to update and inform on local Coronavirus ma�ers. 
h�ps://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/coronavirus-data/. The 
report was received. 
1220/7 CHAIR’S REPORT 
Report submi�ed before the mee�ng. Chair’s Report Strete Parish Council 
17.12.20 
Coronavirus –The current government slogan remains - HANDS – FACE – SPACE, 
however with the li�ing of lockdown and the freedom to mingle during the Christ-
mas days we are being urged to dare I say it -RISK ASSESS and STAY ALERT. With a 
Covid variant in our midst it is even more important that we take extra care. 
Christmas. Please excuse a personal aside. Half my close family live in Exeter and 
would normally come to stay with me. This Christmas we will be mee�ng for Lunch 
only – for a picnic of fes�ve goodies with extra bits, in our own vehicles. No guess-
es who is doing the cooking! Even though we are allowed to have 3 households 
mee�ng; it makes sense to me that we should stay apart. My daughter is a com-
munity psychiatric nurse who might at short no�ce be called in to work at the 
Nigh�ngale Hospital. She also has children who a�end Exeter College. 
The South Hams has been very fortunate to have a very low rate of cases. Please 
let us all keep it that way!  
Strete Gate and Slapton Line. Strete. The kiosk has applied for an events licence 
which has been granted. It will run from 20th Dec through to 27th Dec - less Christ-
mas Day. The same Covid rules and regula�ons will apply to them as any other 
establishment serving alcohol with food. 
Torcross. As you know the weather has been rather wet. It has caused serious 
problems with the Ley flooding at Torcross. Today the flooding near Prideaux 
House has been so high that the water has been two thirds across the road. The 
extra water has backed up so badly that massive tankers have been pumping out 
the tanks etc in/from the old Torcross Hotel car park. The tankers have been work-
ing under the jurisdic�on of SWW. The normal solu�on has not been available i.e., 
a digger to excavate the shingle from the tunnel; from the Ley to the sea. The rea-
son is the digger has apparently not been able to access the entrance to the tunnel 
because of the absence of shingle in the right place. The Field Studies Centre/ 
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Council are now organising the unblocking of the tunnel with work star�ng tomor-
row 17th December. 
Play Park. The moles are seemingly having a big Christmas party! This month we 
have had the usual inspec�on by Helen Hardwicke, this �me complete with some 
photographs. I have examined the equipment extra thoroughly. Her photographs 
mostly show superficial problems with regard to patches of ‘so�’ wood which re-
quire rela�vely minor a�en�on to preserve the main body of the structure. The 
large stump of wood – part of the chain walk (at the field end) is wobbly and could 
simply be removed with the hole filled with earth to match the other end. Some 
new studs are required for the skate ramp – this again does not require immediate 
a�en�on – it is simple maintenance. The picnic table also has some minor so� 
patches on one of the top planks. GC asked if IC, KG and himself would meet to in-
spect the playpark. The Clerk offered to send the monthly locali�es report to GC so 
he could see what the state of the equipment was. KG then offered to meet with 
IC and GC to get round and inspect the playpark. 
Kings Arms. Open Wednesday to Saturday 5pm un�l 9pm Sundays 12 un�l 4pm. 
Order at 07742 473 266 or h�ps://kastrete.touchtakeaway.net Cards or Cash ac-
cepted. Please enquire about Christmas opening �mes and menu using the above 
email address or telephone number.  The Strete Village Christmas Draw in aid of the 
Parish Hall will take place at the pub on Friday 18th December 2020. The Chair’s re-
port was received.  
1220/8 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
A report was submi�ed prior to the mee�ng.  
Neighbourhood Plan Report – December 2020 
The regula�on statutory six-week consulta�on for the Revised Strete Neighbour-
hood Plan concluded on Monday 30/11/2020. One comment was raised by a resi-
dent in the community who was looking for up to date versions of the SEA/
Environmental Report and the Sustainability Appraisal Report for the Submission 
Version 2020 of the NP.  
As required under the regula�ons any response to comments that may be required, 
at this stage of the NP process, is dealt with by SHDC. 
SHDC’s response to the comment received was as follows: -  
‘Your comments have been added to the Regula�on 16 responses that will be 
passed to the Examiner who will consider Strete Neighbourhood Plan. As you are 
aware the Strete NP is currently subject of a second round of Regula�on 16 consul-
ta�on since the NP has been amended to remove the alloca�on for housing devel-
opment originally proposed on the Cox's Farm Field site (Policy SNP 8).  
Furthermore, the se�lement boundary has been redrawn more �ghtly into the 
se�lement in recogni�on of the removal of the Cox's Farm Field alloca�ons. Both of 
these altera�ons reduce the environmental impact that would result from the NP.  
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As such it was not considered necessary to revise the SEA or indeed carry out a 
new SEA since if the NP had originally contained these amendments then a SEA 
would not have been required.  
HRA was not required in any event for the originally submi�ed NP and is not re-
quired for the version currently being consulted upon. Similarly, the amendments 
included in the current NP reduce any Sustainability issues that may arise from the 
NP. ‘ 
It was not, therefore, considered necessary to revisit the sustainability aspects of 
the NP. On 09/12/2020 SHDC advised that the NP had been submi�ed for a dele-
gated decision with a request for responses by Wednesday 16/12/2020. Assuming 
responses are received as requested, SHDC have advised that all applicable docu-
menta�on will then be forwarded to the Examiner (Deborah McCann) on Thursday 
17/12/2020 with a request to start the Examina�on. It is an�cipated that examina-
�on will commence soon a�er the Christmas Holidays in January 2021. 
This is two years a�er the ini�al examina�on started.   
Email confirma�on was received from Duncan Smith at SHDC that the delegated 
aspect has been passed through and he was sending all the informa�on on to the 
examiner [Deborah McCann]. RC hopes to hear soon [around Christmas] what the 
�metable will be.  He thought as the examiner had seen most of the plan previous-
ly and amendments requested had been included the hope was the plan would be 
passed through quickly and the recommenda�on for a referendum. Once the ex-
aminer does the recommenda�on then this confers ‘almost’ 100% weigh�ng in 
future planning applica�ons. The NP report was received.  
1220/9    UPDATES ON PREVIOUS AGENDA ITEMS. 
No updates were received. Strete Gate, the playpark and the memorial tree are 
dealt with elsewhere.  
1220/10 UPDATE ON CONTRACTS 
Report received before the mee�ng. PH presented a report on a contract to let for 
doing works to the benches and picnic tables in the parish. This follows an earlier 
report into the state of the benches and picnic tables in the parish at the June 
mee�ng and subsequent updates. Three quotes had been received as required 
under financial regula�ons and details were provided in the report. PH recom-
mended the contract be let to Chris Ellis who had submi�ed the lowest price and 
on the basis of the work being completed by the end of April. The total cost quoted 
of £1,326 including varia�ons would be split equally across two financial years to 
aid cashflow: booked as 50% in March and 50% in April.  
RC asked about the allowance of £200 for the provision of Sadolin added into the 
cheapest quote.PH explained this was an allowance for the cost of Sadolin stain 
(consumable) needed to treat the benches. The final cost would depend upon the 
rate at which the �mbers absorbed the material and hence the amount used.  
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However, the size of the allowance did not change the decision on which contract to 
approve as the cheapest contract price of £1,326 remained below the next cheapest 
quote of £1,681.GC confirmed that he would deal with the bench/picnic table in the 
playpark which was £59.50 in the cheapest quote. IC asked what material was being 
used on the benches. PH confirmed it was Sadolin [external wood stain]. GC said 
Sadolin was unsuitable in the playpark because it had a ‘slippy’ texture. He would 
use wood preserva�ve instead. It was resolved to let the contract for works to 
Chris Ellis in the sum of £1,326 as stated less £59.50 for one bench to be done by 
GC.  
1220/11 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
Reports had been circulated prior to the mee�ng.  
KG (Chair) Playpark. Reported in 1220/7.    
LN Transport and Roads. LN had been away since the end of November so she did-
n’t have a report. Some trees down by Asherne/ Old Byre had been felled. IC had 
visited the site and reported back. An ash had been taken down from the end of the 
copse which belonged to Roger Sinno�. According to another tree surgeon the tree 
had been ailing. IC observed in general ash trees were being taken down as if it 
were ‘open season’. Trees down at Strete Gate were raised again a�er last month. 
IC commented that any ash tree that might impinge on the highway down there had 
been cut down. GC men�oned the number of ash trees being felled at the moment 
on the highway. LN explained that landowners had to do tree surveys and if trees 
were bri�le [as ash can be] they would have to be cut in case something happened, 
which led to an insurance claim. The Clerk confirmed that Philip Knight had cut his 
hedges.  
DR Health and Safety.  All is quiet on the defibrillator front with regular checking of 
the site and follow up reports logged with S W Ambulance. This is necessary so first 
responders know the defibrillator is available and where it is. During the next week, 
DR will visit all the salt bins to access their contents and replace where necessary.  
IC Rights of Way, tree warden and Strete Gate. IC reported verbally. The Rights of 
Way are in a good state. Strete Gate carpark has been cleared of growth and bram-
bles ready for the spring. The fence at the carpark which belongs to SHDC has come 
down in places and it needs to be replaced. IC informed Adrian Dayment of this as 
he has cows pastured there which could stray into the carpark. IC wondered if the 
open licence [seven days] at the coffee shop down at Strete Gate was advisable es-
pecially under COVID restric�ons. KG noted the licence had to comply with the rules 
for restaurants and takeaways. GC commented that people were being ‘COVID-
aware’ when they queued down there.  
RC Planning and Neighbourhood Plan. The latest planning proposals in a white pa-
per ‘Planning for the Future’ were objected to by MPs and the government was now 
revisi�ng the dra�ing of the paper.  
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PH The VAS sign and local transport liaison.  VAS Monitoring. Nothing to report. 
Opera�on con�nues at the Totnes Road loca�on. Local transport liaison. Bus �me-
tables have been issued for Christmas and have been published on the website. 
Nothing new to report.  
Climate Change Emergency. Devon Carbon Plan. PH a�ended the webinar launch 
event for the public consulta�on stage of the Devon Carbon Plan on 8th December. 
The Plan will consider the earliest, credible date which should be set for net-zero 
emissions, together with the recommended ways to get there. All ci�zens are en-
couraged to become involved during the public consulta�on.  
At Councillor Hart’s budget se�ng consulta�on webinar for South Hams on Monday 
14th December PH asked what propor�on of the 21/22 budget had been assigned 
towards dealing with Climate Change ini�a�ves. Cllr Hart was unable to give an an-
swer and spoke in generali�es about how they had seed-funded the group to devel-
op the Devon Carbon Plan in the current budget, Cllr Hart said he would get back to 
PH. He also noted SHDC was offering budget monies toward climate change ini�a-
�ves in 2021/22 and wondered what detail of this was. PH offered to con�nue to 
research grant funding toward climate ini�a�ves as there is £1,250 lodged in 
2021/22. He observed the Pub could instal a charger but without grant money avail-
able at the moment.  
Strete Residents EV Survey. Results from the survey were analysed and a commen-
tary was distributed to Councillors at the November mee�ng. The following ac�on 
items were proposed based upon the responses received:  
1. Maintain a watching brief on the development of the public charging infrastruc-
ture in the local towns of Kingsbridge, Totnes and Dartmouth. Schemes have been 
announced but have not yet been implemented. Status – ongoing.  
2. Maintain a watching brief on the availability of grant monies to support rural 
charging infrastructure. Status – ongoing. As discussed in the November mee�ng it 
is highly likely that addi�onal public funding will be made available in the coming 
months for charging infrastructure if na�onal Climate Change targets are to be 
achieved.  
3. Insert a provision of £1250 into the Budget for the 2021/22 financial year to 
fund a public charging facility, with an inten�on of having it up and running by the 
end of Q1 2022. Status – briefly discussed at the November mee�ng. Timing is cru-
cial - we need to have budgeted funds available to take advantage of grant matching 
opportuni�es.  
4. Suggest to Strete Community Pub Limited that a business case for the acquisi-
�on of a public fast Charging Unit should be carried out, with a view to it being 
located in the Kings Arms car park and operated as a revenue stream for the pub. 
The business case should take into account the benefit of any future grant subsidies 
which might be announced which would help to make the venture viable (no subsi  
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dy is currently available). Status – ongoing discussion. However, enquiries to date 
indicate that grant money is not currently available to support this if a revenue 
stream is to be provided. Con�nued research required.  
5. Share our survey and results with local neighbouring Parishes and look for syn-
ergies in approach. Status – ongoing.  
6. Provide a facilita�on service to offer a conversa�on between prospec�ve BEV 
purchasers and exis�ng owners, with the aim of providing educa�on about electric 
vehicles allaying fears about inves�ng in this new technology. Status – available up-
on request (PH).  
7. On a wider Climate Emergency point, carry out similar resident surveys aimed 
at raising the awareness of the availability of new technologies with grant subsi-
dies, for example the phase-out of oil and gas fired boiler systems and their replace-
ment with ground and air source heat exchangers, the widespread availability of 
Solar Photovoltaic (PV) schemes for hea�ng and power and the availability of home 
insula�on schemes. The PC could play a major role in assis�ng DCC and SHDC to 
achieve the aims of their Climate Challenge Declara�on. Status – to be discussed 
further as part of our response to the climate change emergency. There needs to be 
wider publicity in the village of the green ini�a�ves being promoted by Devon CC 
e.g., the recent collec�ve purchasing scheme for Solar photovoltaic panels, and the 
shi� towards heat pumps as a source of home hea�ng, with grants available.  
Parish Benches and picnic tables. Discussed in 1220/10. 
GC Village Green. Very li�le to report. Greenspace are sending a credit note for the 
cut they missed. They hope to do a final cut for the year as soon as it is dry enough. 
GC has fixed a substan�al post to restrict vehicles from bypassing the barrier in 
Prideaux Lane. Reports were received.  
1220/12    CORRESPONDENCE 
Minor Injuries Unit.  GC reported on the outcome of the open le�er to the local 
NHS trusts, local MP and the Clinical Consul�ng Group (CCG) on the subject of the 
closure of local minor injuries units [1120/13]. He noted Teignmouth Hospital may 
be reprieved as the CCG had failed to consult adequately. This was noted. 
1220/13    OTHER BUSINESS 
GC informed the mee�ng the CAB has an energy support system in place accessed 
by telephone or at Townstal Community Centre on Fridays. This will provide an en-
ergy analysis with aid for inefficient energy systems. In the short term the CAB can 
authorise fuel vouchers. GC asked for this to be communicated. Kingsbridge Food-
bank also offer to top up vouchers and charge electricity keys.  This was noted. 
1220/14  THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 
21st JANUARY 2020 AT 7.00 PM. THE VENUE IS LIKELY TO BE ON ZOOM UNLESS 
OTHERWISE ADVISED. THE MEETING WAS CLOSED at 8.15 p.m. 
 Signed: Cllr Kate Gill (Chair) Dated: 21st JANUARY 2021 
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Jabs are now being offered at more than 200 hospitals sites 
along with around 800 GP-led services, with another 200 GP-
run sites coming online this week. Life-saving coronavirus jabs 
will begin to be delivered at High Street pharmacies from today 
(14th January) as the NHS accelerates the biggest vaccina�on 
programme in its history.  
Liane and John Baldock reported: “We had our first Pfizer jabs at Ashburton this 
week and it was incredibly well organized and no queues – in and out in 25 mins, 
which included 15 mins si�ng wai�ng to see if we were going to get any adverse 
reac�on”. Calculate when you are likely to get the vaccine:  
h�ps://www.omnicalculator.com/health/vaccine-queue-uk 
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It’s probably a li�le late to wish everyone a Happy New Year but let us hope that 
2021 will turn out to be be�er than 2020!  

They found a li�le courage  
That simmered in the sun  

They blended it with pa�ence  
And just a spice of fun  

They poured in hope and laughter  
And then with a sudden twist  

They s�rred it all together And made an op�mist  
(By Nekia-Brooke Thomson)  

The Hall has been somewhat idle since our last social event which was on  
24th January, 2020, when we held a Strete version of Burns Night. We a�empted a 
quiz based on everything Sco�sh, put together by Jonathan Kendall, David and 
Trudy served up the tradi�onal haggis, neeps and ta�es, Maggie addressed  
the haggis and we washed it all down with a tot, or two, of whisky: a very  
pleasant evening was had by all.  
     Then NOTHING!  
All our usual monthly events, classes and clubs had to be cancelled as the Hall was 
officially closed. Emma, who takes the Stretch Class, managed to hold a few classes 
between lockdowns but they have had to stop again. Op�mis�cally, we worked to-
wards Village Day only to have to cancel that. Our next project was to be a Christ-
mas Fair but that too went. Finally we decided on a Christmas Grand Draw as a way 
to bring a bit of Christmas cheer to the village and to, hopefully, provide the Hall 
with some much needed funds. This proved to be a huge success.  
The Hall Commi�ee would like to thank Dave Jones for designing the eye-catching 
poster; Ralph and Celia Clark for making sure everyone in the village had a copy of 
this poster; all those who kindly donated prizes, helped to sell the draw �ckets and 
who bought the �ckets and Craig for le�ng us hold the draw  
in The King’s Arms.   
Whilst the Hall has been closed it has undergone a really thorough clean, from top 
to bo�om. Some minor internal wall-pain�ng has been done to freshen up the place 
- this is ongoing. A new back fire-door has been fi�ed before the major work on the 
back wall is carried out in the spring. There are s�ll several jobs to be carried out to 
maintain the Hall and to keep it safe to use and looking good.  
 Anyone who is willing to lend a hand would be most welcome.  
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We raised the  
amazing amount  
of £752.00 

We are really, really hoping that Strete Village Day will go ahead this year and we 
have already started planning for it. This event is for the people of the village and 
for all our visitors so it is hoped that villagers will volunteer to run a stall, help  
others during the day or to help set-up and clear away. The date has had to change 
from our usual first Saturday in August because the big dog show, held at the top  
of Totnes Road, has been booked for that weekend.  
Therefore Strete Village Day will be on Saturday, 31st July, 2021.  
There will be a mee�ng in the Hall as soon as possible to discuss ideas and take 
names of volunteers. Meanwhile, if you have any ideas for events, stalls, people to 
invite, etc please let us know. Contact details are below. We hope to be back to our 
usual monthly program of events as soon as possible. Don’t forget to keep taking 
cu�ngs, plan�ng seeds, spli�ng your perennials, etc for our Plant Sale which 
should be some�me in May.  

The Parish Hall Commi�ee looks forward to seeing you at our events as soon as 
we are allowed to re-open.  

Penny: p.g.penhale@hotmail.com 07976 176748 771005  
Lesley: tonyandles@b�nternet.com 07792 635423 770071  

Mar�n Sobey We should also like to thank Mar�n for all he has done over the years 
as Chairman of The Parish Hall Commi�ee. He has had many good ideas to help 
raise money for the Hall and worked �relessly to make Village Days successful. We 
wish him and Susan all the very best in their new life in the Cotswolds.  
          Penny  
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The Kings Arms March Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let’s think this through. We opened on October 16th and Devon seemed involved 
but kind of on the side-lines. Since then: restric�ons, then some new restric�ons, 
Lockdown 2, then a move into Tier 2…or was it 1 first, then to Tier 3, then…hold on, 
don’t tell me. Lockdown 3? It will be a quiz ques�on in a few years. Each �me there 
are new rules, new restric�ons and new plans. With each set of restric�ons, some 
food and beer stock is inevitably lost. Efficient stock management gets harder. Prob-
ably the most difficult �mes for the hospitality industry since Cromwell decided he’d 
gone off beer.  
Despite all that, on a day-to-day basis, the pub has traded pre�y well. Which is a 
testament to the energy of Craig and his team, the brilliant efforts of volunteers and 
the determina�on of local people who have made a tremendous effort to visit or 
buy a takeaway. It really is a wonder.  
I’m wri�ng this in January. The pub is currently closed. January is a very quiet �me 
in these parts for pubs and so the plan was always to close for a couple of weeks. 
We were primed for as good a Christmas and New Year as we could have hoped for, 
fully booked and with high hopes. But then, perhaps a li�le to our surprise, the 
South Hams was put into Tier 2, and then soon a�er into the na�onal lockdown. 
There used to be an ITV gameshow called Gladiators, where contestants were hit 
with a giant co�on bud whilst standing on a wobbly pla�orm. I’m sure we all feel 
like that.  
In the circumstances it seems prudent to stay closed for longer. In terms of reopen-
ing, we desperately want to reopen in some way as soon as it makes sense. But a 
higher degree of certainty is needed to manage the financial risks.  
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Which means the commi�ee 
and Craig will con�nue to re-
view things as the  
circumstances change.  
Despite the stop/start, there 
were various highlights.  
In early December the Village 
Lunch was re-launched, bring-
ing together people from 
across the village for an enjoy-
able lunch and a splash of 
wine. The takeaway Christmas 
Dinner was also a success and 

something that will no doubt con�nue as a Kings Arms tradi�on. And soon a�er, 
even being closed could not prevent a successful New Year’s Eve, albeit in the guise 
of takeaway dinners. There was also a takeaway breakfast on New Years Day itself, 
which helped the chosen few face the year ahead restored and ready.  
The closure gives the team �me to plan ahead. There is much talk about a bumper 
year in the South West once lockdown is eased. With the eyes of the world’s media 
on the region for the G7 summit, and interna�onal travel restric�ons likely to last 
for some �me (plus of course the near certainty of glorious weather….) the pub 
needs to be ready. A very good summer should make up for the difficult winter. 
A lot of thought is being put into improvements, par�cularly around facili�es in the 
garden to make it func�on more smoothly. We’re also beginning to think about 
kick-star�ng the events calendar, which due to the restric�ons has been severely 
curtailed thus far. That will hopefully include events that local people themselves 
would like to organise: it is these community created mee�ngs and events that will 
really make this the community hub we all aspire to.  
We will also be looking to recruit more staff and improve how volunteers are  
managed and supported. Volunteers are vital to the success of the pub. If anyone 
else would like to volunteer, please get in touch with 
Craig at the email address below. 
But for now, it’s �me to stay safe, get in our daily walks 
and enjoy the emergence of Spring in this beau�ful part 
of the world.  
You can contact the pub once it is open again at: 
Tel: 07742 473 266    
Book: bookings@kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk 
Takeaway: h�ps://kastrete.touchtakeaway.netct: l 
streteclerk@gmail.com 

A toast to the  
Village Lunch 2020 

Something to look  
forward to 
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Stretewise Crossword - Answers 
Across  1: Ace�c  3: Carbon  9: Ounce  10: Elector  11: Aril  13: Divot  14: Idle  
15: Heaved 17: SOS  18: Toast  21: Costa  22: Bri�le 23: Santoor  24: Weeded  
25: Flared  
Down  1: Ascend  2: Effervescence  4: Aioli  5: Bone  6: Needle  7: Abracadabra   
8: Stethoscope  12: Lido  16: Ethical  17: Seesaw  19: Antler  20: Trepid  

Salcombe RFC would probably admit to its line-out challenge being a bit rusty. 

Who needs Spandex / Lycra  



To advise of need to empty paper or bottle bank  

BOTTLE BANK: 01803 861 199 
Or contact on line:  

https://www.southhams.gov.uk/article/5781/Full-Bottle-Bank 

PAPER BANK: 01803 861 234 

 TOTNES & DARTMOUTH RING AND RIDE 
 Phone between 10:00am and 12:00 midday  

01803 867 878  

Strete Post Office and Store:  
Pay in Telephone, electric, water rates, foreign  
currency and postal services round the world. 
If you bank with an English Bank such as: Nat-
West, Lloyds TSB, Barclays, Alliance and Leicester, 
the COOP, Cahoot or Smile, you can deposit and 
pay cheques.  
Withdrawals or deposit of cash can be made via 
your card (and PIN number).   
All contributions to the magazine are welcome:  
Recipes, Crosswords (not cryptic) articles, letters,  

but the editor reserves the right as to whether to include, edit or adjust the  
content. Contributions should be sent to stretewise@outlook.com or hard copies of 
contributions can be left at the to the Post Office or delivered to the Editor:  
27 Start Bay Park, Strete, TQ6 0RY. 
Copy deadline for the next issue April-May will be 23rd March 2021. 
Stretewise is either £1 per copy purchased from the shop or £4 for a yearly  
subscription of six issues.  
To subscribe for 2021, send £4 to the editor, Stretewise, 
Strete TQ6 0RY, pay your distributor or pay at the Strete 
Post Office and Stores. Please provide your name, address 
and the date you paid. 
Stretewise Adver�sing:  
contact stretewise@outlook.com  
or Dave Jones 01803 770059.  
Plus inclusion on the www.stretewise.co.uk website.  




