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Strete Chapel 



3

St. Michael’s
Dates of forthcoming events

15th December Carol Songs of Praise 

17th December CAROL SERVICE followed by wine and mince pies

22nd December No Service here we join the Chapel for their Carol Service

24th December Crib Service at 4.00 p.m. with Vicar



4  

 

The Village Hall is 
available to hire  
for events, clubs  
and acƟviƟes. 
Book through  
Danni Brien on 
07841 505797  

Christmas came early to Strete Village Hall when the annual Christmas 
Market was held on Saturday, 16th November. 

The Hall was decorated on Monday 11th with the final touch being a 
beauƟful Christmas tree decorated in greens and golds. A huge thank 
you goes to Colleen Seymour for organising and decoraƟng the tree. 

On the Saturday doors opened at 11.30. There were stalls selling  
jewellery, soŌ furnishings, Christmas cakes, charity Christmas cards, 

cakes and savouries, basket ware and Christmas decoraƟons,  
hand-carved wooden items, burnt art, flavoured gins, homemade craŌs, 
etc. There was a raffle and tea, coffee and mulled wine for sale. The day 
went well and there was a steady stream of people through the doors. 

A big thank you to all involved in any way to help make a successful start 
to the fesƟve season. 

The CommiƩee would like to wish you all  
a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS and a PEACEFUL 2025. 

Our next event is the Annual Quiz on Saturday 1st February. 
The present holders of the trophy are The PlaƩers.  

There will be pasƟes and baked beans for supper during the interval and 
promises have been made that all will go well in the kitchen this Ɵme! 
AT THE RISK OF REPEATING MYSELF THE COMMENTS BELOW NEED UR-

GENT ATTENTION! 
Without a CommiƩee the Village Hall cannot funcƟon and we are  

reaching a point where, unless villagers come forward to help, the Hall 
may have to close.  Perhaps to some a Village Hall is no longer seen as  
a valuable village asset but we, on the CommiƩee, feel very strongly  

that it is, but 
WE NEED YOUR HELP AND/OR YOUR SUPPORT. 
PLEASE contact Penny to find out more: 771005 

p.g.penhale@hotmail.com 
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There’s no way of sugar coaƟng it, it’s been a 
difficult period for our community pub but 
hopefully there
is now light at the end of the tunnel.
Put simply the problems have been:
1. Lack of fooƞall – not enough people have 
been using the pub. This has declined this year.

2. Not enough people have been volunteering.
3. Despite some improvements in managing costs, the pub conƟnues to make a loss.
Which is why at the AGM on November 17th, the commiƩee proposed that we had to 
accept that whilst the pub was to be run with commercial discipline it was now clear that 
it would require ongoing community support.
This is why a subscripƟon model has been recommended, something that for a relaƟvely 
low cost each month can provide ongoing support, thus avoiding an annual crisis. 
The logic is covered in the slide alongside this arƟcle. This would dramaƟcally improve 
planning and increase the chances of the pub surviving for the long-term. As you will see 
from the Chair’s leƩer, this proposal was supported by shareholders (leƩer also printed 
alongside). Many people have already subscribed but more are needed –
so, if you can, please sign up. Since the AGM, a number of new volunteers have stepped 
up. But more are needed. The commiƩee is too small to do all the things that need to be 
done. More people are needed to work front of house: this is key to profitability. Robin 
Staunton and Lisa Lyne are taking this on. The plan is to take a different approach to 
re-energise this area. If you are interested, please get in touch.
In terms of fooƞall, next year we plan to do more, more oŌen and with greater variety - if 
we can get the support. In the meanƟme, there is lots to do in December.
Christmas Fayre Saturday 30th November 10am to 4pm. A chance to pick up something 
unique this Christmas, with a range of arƟsan and homemade giŌs from a selecƟon of 
stall holders.
Sunday Roasts, Carols & Tree LighƟng Sunday 1st December. Sunday Roasts conƟnue to 
get rave reviews despite changes in the kitchen. At 6pm the village tree will be lit with 
carols singing and mulled wine. Opposite the village shop. There are sƟll spaces available 
to enjoy the Christmas Dinner menu throughout December. Ideal for social groups, 
company events or family get-togethers. Please suggest this to everyone you know! 
Call Jon to book or with any queries. For larger parƟes of 8 or more, there is a pub 
voucher for the organizer. Don’t forget, unlike in Dartmouth, parking is free if you have 
your Christmas get-together at the Kings Arms.
Early Doors Opening. As part of our Winter changes to opening hours, the pub will be 
now open on a Friday at 2pm right through to 10pm for people wanƟng to come in for a 
drink at the end of the working week. Shout out to our builders, farmers, office workers, 
school teachers and anyone one else who deserves a drink at the end of the week. 

Welcome to our community 
pub on the South Devon coast.
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For full opening hours, please see below. 
It’s Bingo Night on Saturday 14th from 7pm, no doubt with a Christmas theme. But always 
fun and lots of prizes. 
The Christmas Village Lunch is Thursday 19th with an affordable two course lunch a chance 
to meet people from the village and beyond whilst wearing a Christmas Cracker Crown.  
For more informaƟon, please call or email Jon on info@kingsarmsatstrete.com. 
December’s Open Mic Night is also on Thursday 19th at 7.30pm with, you guessed it, a 
Christmas theme. We are asking all players to play Christmas related songs. That can be 
songs about Christmas, Christmas carols or songs that were 
number one over Christmas. It should be a lot of fun. There’s 
a Christmas Karaoke on Saturday 21st from 7pm, a chance to 
belt out some Christmas Classics. You never know who is  
going to be the best singer… 
The pub will be open for Christmas Eve drinks on Tuesday 
24th from 5-10pm. Once again, the pub will be opening 
Christmas Day lunchƟme 12-3pm for the tradiƟonal drink 
before heading home for the Kings Speech and your Christ-
mas dinners. Last year was a full house, a lovely community 
get together, with the full array of Christmas sweaters.  
Closed Boxing Day. On New Year’s Eve The Kings Arms will be 
hosƟng the KA NYE Party. The theme this year is "Grease" The 
Movie. There will be a disco, a buffet, and prizes for the best  
T-Birds and Pink Ladies fancy dress. This will be an affordably 
Ɵcketed evening, £10 for Adults £5.00 for Under 16s, and 
there will be a special "Kids New Year" at 9pm so the liƩle 
ones can celebrate early. And don’t forget our weekly events. 
Every Wednesday is Jon’s popular Weekly Quiz. The quiz starts 
at 7.30pm and there seems to be a different winner each week 
so it really is a quiz for everybody. Wednesday also see the 
usual ArƟsan Pizza Pop-up, the best pizzas around.  
If you are not doing the quiz, pop in for a drink while you wait 
for your order your pizza. On Wednesday 18th there’s the Big 
Christmas Quiz at 7pm, all about Christmas. Every Friday unƟl 
Christmas sees the popular Friday Night Lucky Number Draw 
and a lively crowd in the bar. The rules are simple. You have 
your number, it belongs to you. The prize is a £50 KA voucher. 
But you have to be in the pub to win, otherwise it is a Rollover. 
To book or ask a quesƟon just call on 01803 770027 or pop 
into the pub. Follow on Facebook at Facebook.com/
kingsarmsatstrete Or go to the web-
sitewww.kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk 
For other enquiries, please contact info@kingsarmsatstrete.  
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Welcome to our community  
pub on the South Devon coast. 
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On Saturday 19th October many friends, colleagues 
and acquaintances of the late Graham Campbell 
joined Graham’s wife Helen and family in Stoke 
Fleming Village Hall for a celebraƟon of his life.  
The sudden and unexpected news of Graham’s 
death in mid-September was a shock to the  
community and brought great sadness, so it felt  
exactly right to come together and remember all the 
achievements of this talented and generous  man 
over his whole lifeƟme. 

Some of us knew Graham  only as a diligent and caring Parish Councillor. He became a 
member of Strete Parish Council in 2016 and we soon knew that he had a passion for 
those in need. He strove to ensure that help and assistance was available to those who 
needed it from various charity organisaƟons in the area. He was a kind person with a 
strong sense of social jusƟce that underpinned his involvement with Dartmouth Caring 
and CiƟzens Advice. This became evermore important to Graham during the pandemic 
and the cost-of-living crisis. 

However, during the CelebraƟon, it quickly became clear to all present that the role of 
Parish Councillor was but one aspect of his many roles and achievements over the years. 
ContribuƟons from so many friends and ex-colleagues told us all about his career in 
teaching, a period working as a craŌsman carpenter and cabinet maker and as a trainer 
for young people to build a champion kayak team. Others spoke warmly about his  
extensive volunteering acƟviƟes for social support networks, including CiƟzens Advice 
(where it is esƟmated that he helped more than 500 clients during his tenure) and with 
the TQ6 Community Social Partnership including Dartmouth Caring. 

Graham’s family and friends movingly recalled a spell spent living and working in France 
and his life-long passion for music, beauƟfully illustrated by musical contribuƟons from 
fellow players. In short, he truly was a remarkable man. 

In Strete Village, Graham arranged and oversaw all aspects of husbandry on the Village 
Green and Prideaux Lane on behalf of the Community. When the Strete Neighbourhood 
Plan was being formulated for the village, Graham provided unsƟnƟng support through-
out its development. He also organised the purchase and fiƫng of a new roundabout  
in the Play Park. When the Kings Arms became a Community Pub, Graham stepped  
forward with his carpentry skills on several occasions to install and repair various Ɵmber 
structures in the garden. 

I feel privileged to have known and worked with him on the Parish Council, a feeling  
that I know is shared by all members of the Council, past and present. Graham was a 
thoughƞul and supporƟve member of the community and all residents will miss his  
dedicaƟon and commitment to the Village. 

Ralph Clark  Chairman Strete Parish Council 
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Winter at Dart Gallery 
Every winter Dart Gallery is filled with new work to brighten the darkest 
days. This year is no excepƟon and throughout December the gallery 
will be filled with a richly varied collecƟon featuring new work from 
many gallery arƟsts.  
Highlights will include Kit John’s ingenious 
coastal painƟngs on vintage maps, Jo 
Quigley’s stylised London Street scenes, 

Amanda Hoskin’s inƟmate oils, Marie Mills’ richly textured 
florals, MarƟn Procter’s iconic painƟngs of our locaƟon,  
Robin Mason’s plein air painƟngs of Dartmouth, Nick Mack-
man’s award-winning ceramic wildlife sculptures, Jo Dixon’s 
wonderful birds on monochrome backgrounds  
and Allan Morgan’s magical beach scenes. 
All the new artworks can be purchased using the brilliant 
Own Art scheme, allowing you to spread the cost over 10 
months with no interest. The gallery can arrange shipping to 
any locaƟon in the UK or worldwide.  
Discover the winter collecƟon at Dart Gallery throughout 
December. Dart Gallery  4 Lower Street  Dartmouth  Devon 
TQ6 9AJ More details: www.dart-gallery.com  01803 834923 



34  

 



35  

 

Thank you 
Nick Shepherd 

for the pictures 

Café, Lounge and Restaurant
We are delighted to welcome you to our recently refurbished 
restaurant. Our Head Chef Sam has created a range of fantastic 
dishes from beachside staples to seafood specials.
Join us daily with breakfast served until 11.00am, breakfast baps 

continuing until noon and then lunch available from noon until close. Pastries, 
cakes and drinks served all day. From the 3rd November we are excited to bring 
you Sunday Roast at the beach! Book your table now. 
We’ll be open over the winter from 9am to 4pm during the week and 5pm on 
Saturdays and Sundays if the weather is good.
Please note that well behaved dogs on a lead are now welcome inside the 
Restaurant, as long as they are clean and dry! To help with this, we have installed 
a drying station just outside :)
To speak to a staff member, please call 01803 222028.
Do you have a special occasion coming up? Do you want to celebrate somewhere 
truly unique with a stunning backdrop and delicious food? Please contact us 
on events@blackpoolsands.co.uk to discuss your needs.
Our takeaway serves up a wide range of quick and convenient bites for you to 
enjoy on the go or inside our cosy covered marquee on the prom, where your 
doggy friends are welcome.
Indulge in delicious breakfast options served from 9am to 11.30am, followed by 
mouthwatering lunch & dinner selections from 11.30am to 4pm.
Takeaway open 9am – 4pm (weather dependent; we may take orders for 
takeaway inside the Restaurant if the weather is poor.)
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Philip EllioƩ   
Company Director  
01803 770787   07974 382158   
philip@ellioƩ-construcƟon.co.uk   
www.ellioƩ-construcƟon.co.uk   

Sunnyhurst  Baileys Meadow  Stoke Fleming TQ6 0QD 

Building company established 1980 in Stoke Fleming.   

Projects have included:     
Stoke Fleming Village Hall.   
Houses at Deer Combe, houses by the Green Dragon,   
Frenchman’s Creek.  

ELLIOTT ConstrucƟon  01803 770787   
AƩenƟon to detail and quality.  
TradiƟonal skills without living in the past.   

BeauƟful garden design  
in South Devon.  
Experienced Qualified  
Trained Local Garden  
Designer.    
Dartmouth Born and Bred   
- familiar with plant tolerances 
for climate and condiƟon.  
Qualified garden and planƟng  
designer experienced in wide  
variety of styles.   
RHS trained in advanced  
horƟculture.   

Complete Garden Design 
offered or individual  
borders or areas. 

shoreline 
pplanting design 

Julie EllioƩ  
01803 770787  
m 07989 564082  
julie_ellioƩ@hotmail.com 

From This 

To This 
BeauƟful Garden    
Design in   
South Devon 
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From 

A Very Big Thank You to the Stretewise delivery team:  
Brenda Range, Liane Baldock, Colleen Seymour, Heather Robinson,  

Joan Kendall, Chris Burne, John Goldring, Carol Wills, David Wall and Trudy Rothwell and 
not forgeƫng Monica, Andy, Sally at the Strete Post Office and Stores. 

Anyone for  
badminton….? 
Tuesday 7.30pm-9.30pm at Slapton 

Village Hall 
Beginners welcome. 
Racquets available.   
First visit free, then  
£3 per evening. 
All welcome – exisƟng 
members have a cross 
secƟon of experience.   
A very social club. 
Contact Gill Harris 07816 971798. 
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 MINUTES OF MEETING  
IN CONNECTION WITH THE SLAPTON LINE PARTNERSHIP HELD ON  

19TH SEPTEMBER 2024 IN STRETE VILLAGE HALL  
 PERSONS PRESENT:  
Caroline Voaden MP (CV)  
Devon County Council (DCC) – Cllr Julian Brazil (JB)  
South Hams District Council (SHDC) – Cllr Laurel Lawford (LL)  
Strete Parish Council – Cllr Ralph Clark (Chairman), Cllr Ian Cumberlidge (IC), Cllr Graham 
Campbell (GC), Cllr Kate Gill (KG), Cllr Peter Hales (PH)  
Slapton Parish Council – Cllr Jane Abbey, Cllr Michael Crowson  
Stoke Fleming Parish Council – Cllr Tim Mosely  
Frogmore & Sherford Parish Council – Cllr Peter Hadley  
Also in aƩendance: Hannah Iles (HI), Parish Clerk for Strete Parish Council  
AND approximately 30 members of the public. 
SLAPTON LINE PARTNERSHIP  
CLLR GRAHAM CAMPBELL – INTRODUCTION  
GC explained who made up the Slapton Line Partnership (SLP). A379 Slapton Line (SL) 
considered by residents to be a vital connecƟon. AlternaƟve routes require major adapta-
Ɵons. Other routes are not pracƟcal alternaƟves for the volume of A379 SL traffic. SLP 
have been meeƟng for a number of years and their purpose was to supervise and plan 
the protecƟon of the SL and look at alternaƟve routes in the event of SL being breached. 
The last meeƟng was in March 2024 and the next meeƟng has not yet been arranged.  
At the last meeƟng there were discussions about the issues for protecƟng SL and a series 
of acƟon points was agreed. Members of the group leŌ the meeƟng under the impres-
sion that a new strategy would be moved forward. Dan Field (DF) at SHDC was meant to 
co-ordinate how the strategy would be put in place. GC contacted DF for an update and 
was advised that nothing has been done. The second acƟon point was road improve-
ments of alternaƟve routes. Three parish councils put forward their proposals for routes 
that could be upgraded. Six months ago John Fewings and Josh Mannings came to Annual 
Parish MeeƟngs and went through their proposals. Nothing has happened since. If we 
wait to improve the roads aŌer the A379 SL is breached, works to increase and widen 
passing places will cause further problems for traffic. Local residents were told that a 
planning applicaƟon was going to be put in for works for the protecƟon of the SL. Fund-
ing is needed. There is a dispute as to whether DCC received £6million funding already. 
No one has been given the sole purpose of managing the SLP strategy. There is no focal 
point. An adaptaƟons manager was appointed but leŌ. Seven months ago a councillor 
was tasked with preparing a job descripƟon for the role of adaptaƟons manager.  
Nothing has been done.  
CLLR JULIAN BRAZIL - UPDATE ON DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL POSITION  
 JB shared that aŌer the last realignment the landowner said further works could not 
come any closer to the ley and therefore there was no opƟon for any further improve-
ment. This was compounded by the locaƟon being a Site of Special ScienƟfic Interest 
(SSSI), which prohibited any aƩempts to protect SL  
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that used foreign materials. AŌer progression stopped for some Ɵme Anthony Mangnall 
(AM), the then MP started moving plans forward.  
Plan to save Slapton Line  
A plan was proposed to put forward a planning applicaƟon to install similar defences to 
Landmarks pioneering cage and large local stone system at Beesands. It was anƟcipated 
that the planning applicaƟon would be refused but this would give AM the go ahead to 
challenge the SSSI designaƟon (due to the site already having a tarmac road). DCC were 
responsible for submiƫng the planning applicaƟon. When quesƟoned in advance of to-
day’s meeƟng DCC advised they did not have funds to apply for planning. SHDC were 
meant to look at whether they could obtain funding from the environment agency but so 
far there was no progress to report.  
Plan to prepare for temporary closure of Slapton Line  
A plan to adapt the exisƟng road network and to add addiƟonal parking either side of SL 
was proposed to run alongside plans to reinforce SL. The plan also highlighted the  
recommendaƟon to encourage residents to ensure the services they rely on are on the 
same side of the line to where they live.  
JB believes that fricƟon between the two sides – save SL vs adaptaƟons contributed to 
the appointed adaptaƟons officer leaving the post. JB would like to see the two sides 
work together and see the value of both views.  
LL has organised a meeƟng on 4th October to move the SLP acƟon points forward.  
CAROLINE VOADEN MP  
CV stressed her recogniƟon that this is a live issue, especially heading into winter.  
CV met with Dan Field of SHDC today and SHDC are looking to appoint a new adaptaƟons 
manager. CV feels that the most pressing issue is to move forward with the adaptaƟons 
before they are needed. AdapƟng the roads aŌer a closure of SL will cause chaos. CV is 
very keen to move this forward. DF gave CV the impression that he was not opƟmisƟc 
that funding could be obtained to protect the whole length of SL.  
PH added he was under the impression that planning was to protect a small stretch of SL 
that was idenƟfied as a specifically vulnerable part and JB wants the planning applicaƟon 
to be put forward as soon as possible to get the road redesignated and to open funding 
avenues.  
CV queried DCCs plan to ask the Environment Agency (EA) to fund a planning applicaƟon 
that the EA will then reject. JB confirmed that this is indeed the proposal but there are 
different departments with the EA and added that he does not understand the objecƟon 
when it is not at present a natural sandbank. It already has a tarmac road siƫng on it and 
it is important to remember sensiƟviƟes over the subject of coastal erosion.  
People are sƟll concerned that there should be compensaƟon for the irrevocable damage 
caused to the natural movement of the bay when they removed shingle for the Plymouth 
dockyards.  
QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR  
A member of the public, who was a former councillor, voiced frustraƟon that he was 
working on this project twenty years ago and some of the people at the council are foot 
draggers with no moƟvaƟon and it keeps going round in circles.  
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Cllr Peter Hadley discussed the naƟonal benefit of the site and, as it will need to 
be paid to be repaired anyway, it makes no sense not to invest in it now.  
A member of the public added that the strategy published in November 2022 was 
based on not protecƟng SL and highlighted that it is concerning that in a devel-

oped country we are unable to keep our infrastructure properly maintained.  
A member of the public raised concerns over the pracƟcaliƟes of increasing traffic, espe-
cially large farm vehicles on the lanes following DEFRA pushing farmers into using bigger 
machinery. He added that concentraƟng on adapƟng the lanes will spoil the area. In the 
1960s when SL was breached the council workers were out in days and the road was re-
opened within weeks.  
Cllr Jane Abbey voiced that when representaƟves from DCC came to a meeƟng to discuss 
improvements of the back roads they advised that DCC had already made adaptaƟons on 
the alternate routes but they were unable to say where. They gave the meeƟng 
aƩendees the impression that they believe the current roads are adequate for any anƟci-
pated increase in the volume of traffic should SL be breached. Cllr Abbey also expressed 
concerns that the proposed passing places do not appear to be in the correct places.  
CV supported Cllr Abbeys asserƟon. When CV spoke with DF he did not know where the 
money was spent but CV agreed to try and find out.  
Cllr Crowson voiced concern that when SL was breached the last Ɵme there were difficul-
Ɵes in reaching vulnerable people in the rural community. He recounted how on several 
occasions his wife, a local GP who was visiƟng paƟents at home, had got stuck in mud at 
the side of the road where she had pulled over to allow vehicles coming in the other  
direcƟon pass. Cllr Crowson highlighted the aging populaƟon and how the closing of the 
A379 SL will impact care of people in the community.  
Cllr Tim Moseley commented that, each Ɵme SL closes, people focus on the north south 
routes and added how vulnerable the area is to other issues that can cause road closure 
such as wall collapses.  
Cllr Cumberlidge felt the enormity of the businesses who rely on SL is not voiced enough 
and he is also concerned how it impacts the emergency services ability to get to people.  
A member of the public queried the objecƟves of the environment agency in prevenƟng 
the planning applicaƟon from being passed. JB explained that the SSSI designaƟon  
prevents foreign materials been used on SL. He reiterated the role of the refusal of the 
planning applicaƟon was to allow the objecƟon to the contradicƟons that, as there is 
already a road there, it calls into quesƟon whether DCC are relying on the SSSI designa-
Ɵon and the Environment Agency as a reason for not funding.  
CV understands that this is a heavily used and strategic route and wants to obtain  
supporƟng data in the form of counts of vehicles using the road out of the main holiday 
season.  
Cllr Peter Hadley asked how much the planning applicaƟon would be.  
JB commented that he does not believe it to be very much.  
There were no further quesƟons and Cllr Ralph Clark closed the meeƟng.  
All Strete Parish Council minutes are available at www.strete.org.uk  
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The thwarƟng of Guy Fawkes aƩempt 
to blow up the Houses of parliament 
over 400 years ago was celebrated in 
style at Cox‘s barn on November 5th.  
The owners of Strete Estate, brothers 
Brendan and Warren Spokes, kindly  
invited villagers to aƩend a special  
bonfire celebraƟon at the large  
barn which is accessed from Hyne 
Town Road. 
To mark the occasion, the approach 
was decorated with a pathway of 
lights before being greeted  by a huge 
bonfire, which was many weeks in the 
making under the guidance of Pete 
Barber the Estate  manager. 
A tremendous amount of work had  
obviously gone into geƫng the barn 
ready for the occasion.  

Animals and machinery had to be removed, lights installed, bunƟng put up and tables and 
chairs collected from our village hall. AddiƟonal seaƟng in the form of straw bales was also 
laid out around the perimeter. Lily Bertlin collated the numbers and kept everyone advised 
but unfortunately could not be present for the event. Brendan’s fiancée, Kash, handed out 
the drinks prior to everyone siƫng down to enjoy a fantasƟc lamb supper prepared by  
professional caterers Dan and Charlie who trade as the Cellar Door. The lamb naturally 
came from the farm of Strete Estate and was a good advert for the quality of their stock. 
Ralph Clark, chairman of the PC, gave thanks to Strete Estate for all their hard work and 
kindness and also to the aƩendees for their entry donaƟons which will be used by    
     the PC to benefit our village. Brendan has been invited by the Parish   
      Council to aƩend the next PC meeƟng when the donaƟons exact  
       use will be discussed. Everyone remarked how well the event  
       was organised and how much they enjoyed it. CongratulaƟons  
        and thanks are sent to everyone who was involved with this  
         lovely evening. 
          Nick Shepherd 



51  

 



52  

 

 

1st October: It was once again a pleasure to meet and enjoy an aŌernoon of friendship 
when in the absence of Karen Lisa took the meeƟng. We were asked to think of a venue to 
hold our Christmas lunch in. We all took this home and will report back with them. 
Our speaker was then introduced a Mrs. Peggy Douglas MBE who is 
RDA Advanced Coach. Who founded the Erme Valley RDA at Ivybridge 
forty years ago. Previous to this she had been a P.E. teacher. 
The riding school has both outdoor and indoor faciliƟes. Children from 
18 month, mainly disabled, are catered for along with all ages offering  
There are 3 people to one rider and they do rely on volunteers.  
Most parents are prepared to pay as do family of the older ones.  
The charge is £20 per session but the true cost of each session is £45. 
Therefore, fund raising is a part of the  
organisaƟon. It cost a staggering £95,000 a year to run the centre. They purchase all their 
own horses. They cater for all sorts of disabiliƟes including mental health ones. It is very 
saƟsfying for them to see how confidence grows as the pupils gradually pluck up courage  
to mount a horst and then many go onto greater things. 
It does not only provide riding but also aƩend art classes learn all about dressage, how to 
care for the horse, look aŌer uniform. 
Some of gone on to compete in compeƟƟon riding quality horses and won awards. 
They have fun session with cream tea with a pony for demenƟa paƟents once a month, 
along with many more social acƟviƟes with the students. 
She told us all about Jack a handsome black mechanical horse who was a great asset to the 
centre.  A horse has the right rhythm for posture, including live ones. 
It was such an interesƟng aŌernoon that it was suggested that we run an ouƟng to the cen-
tre to look around. Peggy said we would be most welcome. 
Lisa gave the vote of thanks and our usual cups of tea and lovely biscuits were served. 
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15th October: Karen took the meeƟng and aŌer 
apologies and the business dealt with, she  

introduced our speaker for the aŌernoon. Welcomed back, at short noƟce, Winston 
Chubb from Chillington who gave us a wonderful musical aŌernoon playing his guitar and 
for some of the songs accompanied himself on the mouth organ. 
With each song he told us the origin. Two he had composed himself one of his early life 
on Exmoor on a farm and the other about his two year old granddaughter who he  
described as a pickle when that age. You could see the members smiling and nodding as a 
lot of what he sang they could aƩribute to their grandchildren. Others by Adge Cutler, 
Simon and Garfunkel, and others, which I have 
forgoƩen the names of. 
He got us spontaneously tapping our feet at the 
last song he played and sang. He was thanked by 
Joan and as he would take no fee and wished for 
it to be donated to the air ambulance he was 
given a Ɵn of biscuits. 
Derek as usual manned the draw with an array  
of useful prizes. Carol and Coleen served our 
aŌernoon cup of tea. 
I am sure we will welcome Winston back again as 
he was so thoroughly enjoyed. 

 
29th November: Being the Tuesday before  
Halloween, the theme of our meeƟng today was 

‘Halloween’ Of course, a small amount of business had to be dealt with firstly apologies. 
We are having a Christmas stall at our November 26th meeƟng. 

There were various decoraƟons up for our theme and Karen and Joan donned their 
witches’ hats and one member came with an illuminated head band bearing ghosts. 

Members recalled what Halloween meant to them as a child. One of our members who 
used to live in the village said she didn’t have a tale about Halloween but went on to say 
that at a property that they lived in Strete, they wanted to decorate the outside of the 
house and cut down a very tall climbing rose. Two sisters at one Ɵme lived in the house 
and from when the rose was cut down, they had strange happenings. Nothing awful but 
even the dog seemed to sense a presence siƫng by a desk for periods on end. When they 
sold the house, they kept in contact with the new occupants and asked them if they had 
anything strange happening. They had not experienced anything out of the ordinary, our 
member and husband thought that the two sisters weren’t very happy with them cuƫng 
the rose down and came to haunt them. This dwelling will remain a secret with use not 
to frighten the present owners. 
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Joan then read two poems about witches and Sandi had organised a quiz on Halloween 
which we all parƟcipated in. The winners being Heather, Lisa and Brenda. 

Lisa took photos of events and decoraƟons of the aŌernoon. 
Tea was then served by Dorothy and Joan, enjoying “Colin the caterpillar rolls”. 

12th NOVEMBER: Karen Hales greeted a very large 
number of members to our meeƟng on a beauƟful 
sunny autumn aŌernoon.  

We were delighted to welcome Liz WestcoƩ a local Beekeeper from Brixham who proved 
to be a prominent expert on everything to do with bees. She is Chair of Torbay Beekeep-
ers AssociaƟon. Liz brought along many products from her hives for which she has won 
many awards at agricultural events. She has for many years run the Bee Tent at Devon 
County Show.  
Liz gave a fascinaƟng talk on the Life of Bees with the aid of excellent slides. We learned 
so much about different types of bees. It seems there is only one Honeybee which has 
actually evolved from a wasp. In fact, we were assured that wasps are good for our gar-
dens as in early summer they eat all sorts of insects being carnivorous. It is only in late 
summer that they are looking for other things to eat such as our picnics – so wasp traps 
are fine then as they will die at the end of the summer anyway!  
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Bees are clearly remarkable creatures with a special hairy body to capture pollen on  
flowers with clever sacs on their thighs to store their plunder. Too many facts were  
presented for this report and the descripƟon of their remarkable maƟng habits had per-
haps best be leŌ for a separate arƟcle elsewhere!   
But here are a few facts for you although my pen may not have captured them accurately: 

A Honey Bee nest or hive will have a workforce of at least 20,000 bees in springƟme to 
pollinate crops and orchards. 
Bees are valuable to agriculture and the environment. Anything that must be pollinated 
in spring relies on Bees. 
In 1900 in the UK there were one million colonies yet today we have only 230,000 with 
virtually no wild colonies.  
A hive can have 60,000 workers in summerƟme with one Queen Bee. 
The Queen lives 4-6 years and lays 2000 eggs a day in May and June.   
Honey has been found in the pyramids and is sƟll perfectly good enough to eat.  
The sun is 93 million miles away and takes 8 minutes to reach planet earth. Sunlight 
shines through green cells in plants to produce energy. 
Bees collect pollen/nectar from those plants and process it back at the hive to produce 
honey. 
So ripened honey is liquid sunshine! 
Without the Queen Bee the world would have no food. 

Liz closed her talk by reading one of her delighƞul poems from her book. She is certainly a 
lady of many talents. Members enjoyed viewing and buying products from the hive.  
Tea and biscuits were kindly provided by Rita Mansfield and Janet Fairchild closing an  
enjoyable sociable aŌernoon.  
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We really
welcome 

dogs

Perfect for walkers and nature lovers, 
comfy C18th cottages in 20 acres of 

unspoilt S Devon valley in AONB, 
upstream from 

Slapton Ley National Nature Reserve. 
Own fenced garden, log burner, walks from 

the cottage door.
Close to beaches and pretty villages. 

A real digital detox and off the grid holiday.
Holidays like they used to be, 

away from it all….

Open all year short breaks available.

Phone us on 01803 901743
enquiries@watermillcottages.co.uk
or see www.watermillcottages.co.uk

AdverƟsing in Stretewise
Stretewise is the Strete Village 
and surrounding district 
magazine. 
Why not adverƟse your services 
in the Stretewise magazine. 
We have an expanding 
distribuƟon base which could 
benefit your customer 
awareness? 
The magazine is published 
bi-monthly. Your ad is included 
in six issues over the year.
The adverƟsing subscripƟon 
is for a year December to 
December.
A5 full page £150 (six issues)
(£25 per ad)
Half Page (A5) £40 (six issues)
(£6.66p per ad)
One third page £25 (six issues)
(£4.16p per ad)
Contact: 
stretewise@outlook.com
or Dave Jones 01803 770059.
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From Life in the Pond 
DisappoinƟng. No frogs in the garden pond this year; not even any frog-spawn.  I do love to 
watch the tadpoles developing.  Have you noƟced that the more frog-like they become, the 
more nervous of humans they become?  Frightened we’ll eat their legs, perhaps!  They 
should be nervous of the large grass-snake I found basking on the bank.  She’s probably the 
cause of their current absence.  She lived in the garden for a couple of years and leŌ her 
white and leathery eggs in the compost heap to hatch.   
There are oŌen newts in the pond.  I read that there are 
three types of newt in the UK.   
Ours are definitely not the Great Crested variety but  
I am leŌ unsure if the ones in our pond are “Smooth”  
or “Palmate” newts – they are quite difficult to tell apart.  
Anyway, it’s always nice to see them swimming in the 
depths.  We have few pond snails - not the most exciƟng 
animal - but important members of the pond  
maintenance team, I believe. 
I do hope we’ll see frogs back again next spring. This one posed for me a couple of years ago.  
If you want to contact Steve use sjcsmith1@outlook.com   
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Directory               

Devon County Councillor     Julian Brazil      01548 511109 
District Councillor       Laurel Lawford      07908 104473  
Doctors (Chillington)         Chillington Health Centre  01548 580214 
Doctors (Dartmouth)   Dartmouth Health/Wellbeing 01803 832212 
Paul Green       Dart PaƟents ParƟcipaƟon Group  07799 772709  
Highways          Devon County Council   0845 155 1004 
Kings Arms      hƩps://kingsarmsatstrete.co.uk/   01803 770027 
Parish Council Chairman      Cllr Ralph Clark     01803 770954  
Parish Council Clerk       Hannah Iles       01548 580449  
Village Hall CommiƩee      Penny Penhale (Chairman)  01803 771005   
Village Hall CommiƩee     Danni Brien  (Treasurer/Bookings)  07841505797 
Probus          John Light      johlight1@gmail.com  
RSPCA                 01803 859695 
Short Mat Bowls Secretary     Gary Taylor  garytaylor@hotmail.com 
Strete Social Club       Karen Hales       01803 770739  
South West Water       Report leaks      0800 230 0561 
St John the BapƟst Church     Fr Sunny Paul      01803 853406 
St Michaels Church    Revd. Matt Gorton       01803 906861  
Strete Chapel      Derek & Gill Harris     01803 770256 
         Andrew and Lesley Kemp   07774 431109  
Stretewise Editor        Dave Jones      01803 770059 
Totnes Ring and Ride            01803 867878 
Tree Warden         Ian Cumberlidge     01803 770020 
Local Emergency Services 
Emergency Fire, Ambulance, Police and Coastguard    999 or 112 
Non-emergency contact with emergency services    101 
NHS Direct   0845 4647 
Torbay Hospital  01803 614 567 Derrifiord Hospital  01752 202082  
Totnes Hospital   01803 862 622 Kingsbridge    01546 852349 
Strete Post Office and Stores            01803 770225  
Stoke Fleming Library Village Hall  John Lewis      01803 770075 
Monday 3.00pm to 5.00pm, Tuesday 10.30pm to 12.30pm,  
Thursday 3.00pm to 5.00pm. Or 24 hours at devon.gov.uk/libraries 
TOTNES & DARTMOUTH RING AND RIDE 
 Phone between 10:00am and 12:00 midday       01803 867878  



Strete Post Office and Store:  
Pay in telephone, electric, water rates, foreign  
currency and postal services round the world. 
If you bank with an English Bank such as:  
NatWest, Lloyds TSB, Barclays the CO-OP, Cahoot, Alliance 
and Leicester, or Smile, you can deposit and pay cheques.  
Withdrawals or deposit of cash can be made via your card 
(and PIN number).   

All contributions to the magazine are welcome:  
Recipes, Crosswords (not cryptic) Articles, Letters. However, the editor reserves the 
right as to whether to include, edit or adjust the content. Contributions should be sent 
to stretewise@outlook.com or hard copies of contributions can be left at the to the 
Post Office or delivered to the Editor:  
Stretewise, 27 Start Bay Park, Strete, TQ6 0RY. 
Copy deadline for the next issue of Stretewise February—March  
will be 23rd January 2025. 
Stretewise is either £1 per copy purchased from the shop or £4 for a yearly  
subscription of six issues.  
To subscribe for six issues of Stretewise 2024 pay £4 at the Strete 
Post Office and Stores or send £4 to the editor, Stretewise, Strete 
TQ6 0RY.  
Please provide your name, address and the date you paid. 
Stretewise AdverƟsing: Contact stretewise@outlook.com  
or Dave Jones 01803 770059.  




